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TO THE RIGHT HONORA 
ble, Sir Edward Coke Knight, Lord Chiefe Tuſtice of 


England, and one of his Maicſties moſt honourable prinie 
Councell, ar:dto there(t of the honourable and 


worthie IVvDGES., 
x AX 
a 


Jlght honourable Lords, where according vnto the 
direction of good lawes, gracious Soucraignes no- 
$7 bly rule, and loyall Subiects freely obey , there the 
AS] Common-weale , which is the common good of 
= both , produceth the moſt royall, happy and ſtable 
Monarchy. It euer any Kingdome hath been fortunate, to giue a 
true mirror and example of this happineſle,this famous Iland hath 
been therein incomparable, wherein ſo many puiſlant Monarchs, 
ſucccſſiucly ſwaying this Emperiall Diademe, according vnto the 
ancient Lawes and Cuſtomes of this Nation , haue fo many hun- 
dreths of yeares gouerned this mighty people in peace and ho- 
nour at home, and victorioufly led them in triumphant warre a- 
broad, as by the glorious trumpe of forreine and domeſtike fame 
and Hiſtoric is not obſcure. The ſplendor of this truth,the iniurt- 
ous aſpertion of in{ufficiencie in our Englith laws,cannot withour 
ſhame or bluſhing guit behold. Notwithſtanding, ſince in ſome 
tew things to be wanting , was neuer as yet wanting inthe moſt 
exquilite lawes, policy and ſtare that euer hath been,and ſince the 


Lawe of God itſclfe (though perfect in it ſelfe ) through humane 


imperfection inthe true pertection was neuer yet ſcene, giue mee 
A' Icauc 
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Jeaue through all lawes and Countries in one particular to won- 
deraxtheir generalldefe&t. VVhat Lawe or Nation in the dete- 
Hionof Wuches, and Wirch-crafr, hath as yet cuer appeared 
competent, or from iuſt exception exempt ? How vncertaine arc 
NP among ail people differing IKIgements 2 Soine 1dgeno VVit- 
chesatall, others more then too many , others too few by mauy, | 
in ſo oppolite extremes , fo extremely oppoſite : I doe not pre- 
ſums? to preſcribe how alawe may becoine more abſolute or per- 
- fe, I onely labourand enquire to kearne. Among many gene- 
rall directions by diftcrent Authors, diuerily publiſhed , concer- 
ning the perfeCting of particular Jawes, (as tarre as pzrfeCtion is 
poſſible ynto humane frailety ) Perroſthcncs in his ſecond Oration 
againſt Ariſtogitoz, in my thought doth ſceme to _ NOtL EX- 
ceede) the moſt exquiſite. Lbree things ſayth he(as may bee 
' plainely out of the forenamed place collected) doe concurre vn- 
' rothe vpright conſtitution of cuery complete lawe, whereby it * 
may be heldfacred and inuiolate. The firſt is, that it be «9,nua 
# & 23: ©7,, that is, that it bee the ordinance and gift of God. 
Secondly, that it bee pa ocoriuer witzeme?, thatis, the ſage nd 
 audicious decree and counſell of the moſt wiſe and prudent. The 
third 1s, that it bee - 7:0; r24xy xe, that is, the vniuerſall con- 
ſent of the whole ſtate, Ciryor countrey. Certainely, the true 
cauſe of the forememtioned generall Jameneſle, and confuſion of 
_ Lawesmthe propoſed cafe of With-craft confiſteth herein. Firſt, 
for that men haue notas yct lufhciently {carched the holy Scrip- 
tures to finde out that &1wus 507, that is, what is the ordinance 
of God therein. Secondly, for that men haue nor ſeriouſly con- 
ſulted with that wiſedome and prudence , which by the light of 
nature and reaſon Almightic God hath leit diſcouerable and al- 
lowed to be iuſtly and truy deemed, Ny we Feprigur aypomer, that 
1s, the ſage counſel], determination and decree of the moſt tudi- 
cous, prudent and wile men. 


When 
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When theſe two are met andare agreed ; namely,the ordinance 
of God, and the vpright & {incere counſell of the moſt holy, pru- 
denr and wiſe men,purpoſely ſtudied and without ſuperſtition ex- 
ercited therein: then wil the happy harmony ctall mens hearts be- 
come eaſily tunable ther:to, which is, macs ard-en xc-,that is, the * 
commonconſfent of Prince, People,and Countrey. Vnto this faire 
worke and building of God : let it not feeme prefumprtion, that I 
ofter this my moyrie of defire, and good will. I know that in this 
{ubicct,many ages of learned Authors, have cndletly varied, ma- 
ny famous Vriters haue been branded wah infamous errors,ma- 
ny excexent wits haue runne themſclues almoſt out of rheir wits, 
and thoſe who haue beſt deſerned, their trembling pens haue nig- 
gardly dropped, and timoroutly pointed out any jully, or firmely 
auouched certainty.It 15 notwithitanding no breach of rule of mo- 
ciefty but by bounden duty,vnto the accompliſhment and honour 
of truth, to adde whatloeuer in my vtmoſt endeauour may be con- 
ducible.Neither would my many confiidts,with difhculties in this 
kinde, hold me excuſed, it to oft ſpurred, or rather galled, by fo 
treQuent exercice,praCtice and conucr{ation,with perſons in fo di- 
uers extraordinary manners aftlicted, and ſuppoſed bewitched, ir 
ſhould awake no- anſ{werable diſpatch or difplay therein. Let it 
then ſeeme no wonder, thata wan (though lefle then the leaſt a- 
mong men) who hath not onely as {tudiouſly as others laboured 
the ſame particular, and as diligently therein obſerued, bur hath 
tarre more happily been fortuned then others, with frequent mart- * | 
ter,and occurrents worthy obſcruation, and hath alſo beene more 
plentitully gratified with opportunitie, to inrich his vnderftanding 
with variety and worth of obieQts, inftrufting his reafon, and con-, 
firming his experience : Let it ſeeme no wonder { Ifay) that a 
meane wit, thus beyond others furniſhed thereto, may aduenture - 
amiddeſt ſo many doubts and ambiguities, wherewith ſo many 
worthics haue becntormexly intangled and perplexed, to auouch 
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- andproue certainty, and demonſtration. In this ſubie& of Vitch- 


craft, by better meahes aduantaged, if beyond former times or 
VWriters, I hauc haply propoſed a more dire and certaine mo- 
dule and methode of iudging therein, I doe not thereby arrogate 
vnto my ſelte, but attribute vnto the meanes , nor derogate from 
others, whom if the like contingence of the ſame helpes, had as 
freely and friendly aftronted, and the like facilitie had opened as 
ready acceſſe, I acknowledge in the guilty ſenſe of my owne exi- 


' guitie (wherher in the ourivard beauty of words, or inward ſub- 
{tance of vnderſtanding) ithad bzencafie for any man to exceed 
with ſogood meanes this fo euil meanencile of my performance. 


Since then (Right Honourable Lords) the ſubicCt it {clte, & a per- 
tinent and peculiar vic therein, doe point vnto your Honours the 
propertic ofthis Dedication , vato whole tribunall the lawes of 
God and men appeale againit that foule abominable finne, let it 


' notbee cenſured pride or preſumption, humbly to preſent vnto 


your Lordſhip that conſideration and reſolution which beyond 
my merit or deſert, Occurrents haue freely adminiſtred vnto long- 
diſtracted meditation. If there may appeare therein ought aduan- 
cing truth, orſeruiccable vnto the common-weale, vouchſafe for 
thoſe good reſpects, it may be gracious in your eyes, acceptable 
and worthy your noble fauours and protection , againſt the iniu- 
ries of aJuerſc obqdurate cuſtome, ignorance, cnuy, and the vulgar 


indignation of common receiued and decciued opinion. In thc 


meane ſeaſon,my denoted heart thal deuoutly pray vnto Almigh- 
tie God for your Lordſhips long life, the multiplication of many 
happy dayes, redoubled honour in your ſeruice of God,yourKing 


and Countrey,and after this life,that life which euer laſteth. 


Your Lordſhips, in the moſt humble deſire, and tender 
-ſhzis denotions ſerwice and obſernance. 


lonn CorTT3a. 
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NIL Cr 
Z LESLIE, 


TO THE READER. 


x A N 2cnions Rear, in this ſubiett of witch-craft 
AZ) which 1 here preſent unto thee, thou art not 17- 
norant, what obſcuritie, difficultie, difference, 
SH ROAR (ff contrarietie and comradiftion hath among Au- 

er f thors and learned men inallazes ariſen. From 

DNZNSST £4 
the effuſion of generall ignorance, or ſuperſtitions blindneſſe 
herein , willing to witharaw the vulear illuſren ; I haue inde- 
uourcd demronſtratinely to declare what portion of certainety itt 
{uch uncertainties, God and Nature hath deſtined & allowed. 
It 15 aa0t any north either arrozatea Unto my [elf,or a erogated 
from others, but my ſtudions deſire and vehement affettion in 
this particular together with ſome ſpectall experience & paines 
wPer diners occurr ents, e* occaſions extraordinarily hapning, 
that hath arawne me forth to offcy my opinion as the widdowes 
mite, more haply in good will, and harty affeftion, then in true 
vale or deſeruea eſteeme. If it may only zine occaſion vnto 4 
more exquijite penſell, it is the heigth of my intention, anda 
complete yecompence of my inaeuour. For this cauſe, and for 
commoa eaſie reading and apprehenſion, 1haue purpoſely a- 
worded, and diſcomtinued the ſmooth thrid of a continued labou- 
red ſtile, and haue for the moſt part preferred and inſerted a 
plane texture,of a more unlzar and careleſſe phraſe and word. 
The enniogs haply may cauill, that a Phyſicion out of his owne 
ſuppoſed precincts ſhould ruſh into ſacred liſts pr enter vpon ſo 
high points of Diuinttie,as by an vnauoidable intercurrence,go 


aece(], arily 
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To the Reader. 

neceſſarily inſert themſelues in this propoſed ſubieft. Diuinitic 
it ſelfe doth herein anſwere them. In the theory of Theologtie, it 
i the ducty and praiſe of euery man, to bee without curieſitie 
fruitfully exerciſed. 

For as touching matter of Diutnitie,as it falleth out,or is in- 
cident im the diſcourſe of this ſmall Treatiſe , Tonely propound 
ſuch reaſons and conſiderations therein, as in common are al- 
lowable and commendable in egery Chriſtian man,and therein 
1 doe neither vſurpingly contronle other s gzor controulingly con- 
clude my ſclſc,but willingly ſubmit unto the graue —_ and 
dittiture of the learned and reuerend Diuine, If therefore 
"20 Reader ) I haue here publiſhed or communicated unto 
thee ouzht thankes-worthy, as it is by me freely intended vnto 
thee , fo let it not from me be vnfriendly extended by thee, If 1 
haue in ought erred,{ct it be thy praiſe and goodnes to make thy 
wſe thereof without abuſe. If thea haſt formerly thought amiſſe, 
axa aveſt here reade that 1s more right, bee not aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge thy better knowledge. 1f thou liſt not to know then 
know, that truthſhall indge thee, axd iuſtifie her ſelef without 


thee.. 
T hy well-willing friend, 
Ionun Corra. 
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THE IRIALL OE 
VWITCHCRAFT: 


Shewing, the true and right «Method 


of the Diſcouerie. 
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CHAP. L 


Of naturall knowledge ,and how it is ſolely acquired, either by Senſe, 
or Reaſon, or by artificiall and prudent coniectation, 


S there is one onely Infinite, 
whic!: nath created all things 
finite : {os there one onely f1- 
mite, moſt neerly like ynto thar 
Infinite , which is wiſedome 
and knowledge in men and 
Angels. The knowledge which 


is given to Angels , is onely 


SEERAL © 00000 1} 


ONE of 


C Ro___ | D 
(iP AE) j End knowne to God and Angels. 
LJ o0000 00000 of The know ledge which is gi- 
uen to man, is knowne by man, 
limited, meaſured and confined. It is therefore by the moſt 
wiſe Philoſophers and fathers,pf former times,and the Sages 


of latcr times and ages agreed, by a general] conſent and har- | 
mony 


dQ 
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mony of the ſame truth, that all things which are allotted 
man to know or vnderſtand,are by two waies of inſtruments 
ſoly to be atciueued or hoped. Thet firſt of theſe is the inward 
ynderftanding: the ſecond is the outward ſenſe, The vnder- 
Randing hath knowledge divers wayes, Firſt immediately, 
by an inbred Idea, and vnderſtanding of certaine general no=- 
tions common yvnto all men, and jn them and with them 
born, This,though intelleCtuall,may be in tome ſort aſſimu- 
lated vnto that raturall inflinct in bruit creatures ; by which, 
when they come firſt intorhe world, yet immediatly by the 
dire&tion of Nature, they refuſe , and flie from that which is 
euill and harmetull,and ſcek and know that which is needfull 
vnto their life and preſeruation, Secondly, the vnderſtan- 


'*#Scalip.de 
Subrtil Exercit, 
307. {eCt, 22 


"> Omnis ſyllo- dir;g hath knowledge by ratiocination, by the diſcourſe and 


- gularis,C& rect? 


gilnus,vcl © ye of reaſon. By this ratiocination , we do in many things 


© iocinatio oft $219© 2 b certainty of knowledge; in otherſome a probabili- 
Vel demonſtra. I and likelihood onely of certainty , yet oft-times in a ver 
tiua, vel diale- great neerenefſe © and aſhnity with certainty, Knowledge 


Eica ,Ariſtot. [jkerwiſe commeth by the out ward ſenſes, which do certain- 


. ib. Analyr. 


Þ 11c5:uly 


| raindicia co 
\ Atiemur, ideoq; 


« Dialeic' ty1- ly and vndoubredly. informe the vnderſtanding concerning 

LE vel / | thcir ſcuerall proper obie&s, where the faculty is found, and 
p | F þ . 

tiocinatio, cx the inſtruments of {enſe, and the outward meanes of conuey= 


propolitionid ance are rightly diſpoſed, 
DialeGticis.vel 


Among theie five ſenies,the fight and hearing, the eye and 
area Cre, arc the moſt excellent and chiefe wayes of multiplicati- 
vt demanfira- Oh and increaſc of natural! knowledge, Beſides theſe wayes 
tiuus ſfylogil- of knowledge; namely, the inward and the outward ſenſe, 
mus,tamen Ve there neucr Was, nor cuer can be enumeration of any other, 
ra indicia CON-x; |. this cauſe the Philoſophers haue diuided all things thar 
eft verarum Are incident vnto mankingde, to know or ynderſtand; either 
opinionum =vnto ſuch things as immediatly 4jn their very firſt thought 
fons, Anivt. or inention do proue themſclues, and atthe firſt cofideration 
_ $ylo- 0 ſ:oht are euidentynto all men; or ſuch asare direly in- 
oiſmi perfecti ferred and neceſlarily proued by other propeſitions, or ſuch 
& imperfe&ti as by prudent gecfle onely and likely conieRure giue afaire 
ratio ex Ari» probability of truth and certainty, Such things as immedi- 


wh atly:. 


with the true Diſcouery thereof. 


atly proue themſelues, and are yndoubred, in their firft view, 
are ſubicQeither to the {enſe onely, or vnto the vnderſtan- 
ding onely. Such things as are only proper tothe ſenſe, and 
thereto imumediatly and properly ſubiect , are things ſcene, 
heard, touched, tafted, {melr,as colours, figures, lincaments, 
ſounds, muſike, hardnefſe,ſoftnefle,drinefſe, moiſture,rou oh- 
neſſe, ſmoothneſle, ſowre, ſweete, diucrlity of odours and 
the like : in which, without the vſe ot the flue ſenſes, men 
cannot be ſenſible or know any thing in this inferiour world 
ynder the heauens, Such things as are ſubic& ynto the vn- 
derſtanding onely , and not vnto the lenſe , and immediatly 
proue themſelues, are geaerall notions and receptions , inſe- 
parably fixed in the vnderſtanting ofa!l men, Of this kind 
are theſe poſitions in Philo{ophie. All things that are made, 
hzue their matter, a out of which they were made, haue their, 
. ' , 3 ateriatn 
ſpeciall formes and difference , by which they are apart that gum, * 
they are : and laſtly to that being, which they are, are riſen Priuationem, 
from that which they were not, - Likewiſe, theſe poſitions 
in Logicke : Euery propoſition is true or Halle, affirmatiue or 
negatiue, and extendeth generally vnto all vnder the ſame 
kinde, or to ſome particulars,or to a fingular,or is indefinite, 
Likewile,in Arithmaticke theſe: One is no number,one can- 
not bee divided, or is indiuifible ; foure is more then two, 
Likewiſe, in Phyſicke theſe : Eucry man is ſicke or healthful, 
ora neuter : Contraries are cured by contraries, as heat by 
cooling, cold by heating, moyſture by drying , drynefle by 
moyſting. As inthele named Sciences, fo in all other; there 
are the like generall notions , immediatly at the tirft viewe 
proouing themſelues vnto the ynderſtanding,and every man 
in common ſenſe and reaſon, immediatly conſcnterh vnto 
- their truth ; and he that denierh it, or ſeeketh proofe thercof, 
is cſteemediiuſtly madde, or voyd of reaſon. 
There are other things alſo ſubie&t vnto the vnderſtan. 
ding only, which do not immediatly vpon the firſt view or R 
conſideration (as the former) proue themlelues, bur are pro- 


ned by others more cleere and euident thenthemlelues ; as 
B 3 this 
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tis propoſition, The motion of the heauens is not infinite, 
This is not manifeſt vnto every man. at firſt view, bur requi- 
reth another more manifeſt thenit ſelfe,, to make it manite(t 

te++ det, romakeitmanitet, thus : That which hath a 

certaine limitted courſe, circumuolution and motion, cannot 

be infnnite; but Aſtronomie for many thouſands of yeares 

hath dilcoucred the courſes, periods,reuolutions,and {er per- 

ambulations of the heauens, and therfore the motions of the 

heauens cannot be infinite. It may here eaſily be obſcrued, 

how the firſt polition being vnable to' proue it ſelfe, bur 
another more manite{t doth giue ic livht, and doth deguce it 

vnto that, which doth ſo ummediately proue it ielte vato 

common ſenſe and reaſon, and obſeruation of all ages and 

times, that no idiot can be ignorant,or will deny it, 

Thus hath been manifeſted, how ſome things are immedi- 
ately vnderſtood in the very firft conſideration and view : 
tome are proued by themſelues, ſome not proued by them= 
{elues, but made evident by others, As many things are in 
the former kindes and ſeucrall manners manifeſted, and cui- 
dently proued vnto Reaſon, Senſe,or Vnderſianding : fo are 

| there many things neither by themſelues nor by other eui- 
dent, neitherto the ynderſtanding and reaſon, nor to the 
outward ſenſe atthe firſt apparent, but remaine ambiguous 
and doubrfull, In theſe things certainety of knowledge by 

- manifeſt proofe failing, there remaineth no other refuge, but 
prudent and artificiall conjeCture, narrowly looking and 
ſearching thorow probabilities, ynto tae neerelt poſſbilitie 
of truth and certainty. 

Erom hence doe ariſc exceilent vſes and benefits vato yn- 
derftanding, though not fo farre forth ofttimes gained, as 
is defired ynto all private ends, yet fo farre forth, as maketh 
wiſe and vnderſtanding men, excell and fine before others, 
Hence it commaeth to paſſe that in doubrfull caſes, counſels 
and attcmpts,one man is ſeene and knowne to ouerſhine an 
other, as much as the glorious Sunne doth his ecclipſed {1- 
fer, the Moone, Hence haue jflued ſo many noble and - 

r0iKe 


with the true Diſconerte thereof. ; 


roike Vertucs ; Sagacitie, exquifitnes of judgement, Pru- 


dence, Art, in the adminiſtration of high affaires, For, al- 
chough| in probabilities arc no cuident certainties, yet do 
they to farre torth oft-times aduantage and MESS voto 
the knowledge ot certaincry, that it is almoſ} equall ynto 
Ccitainty, anu i doth perf wade and lettle diſcrecte reſolution 
and diſpoſition in all aftaires, In this confilteth the hezghr, 
the top, the ſumme of Art,and the perfection of all humane 
knowledge,aboue or beyond which,no man could cuer foarc 
or Icuill, By this light onely the former mentioned mceanes 
ta1ling is oft times gained much excellence of natural know- 
ledgeto man, beyond and without which the cycand i:ght 
of knowledge in man is ſealed vp, his vnderftanding dark- 
ned,and cannot know many hidden things, And che" to him 
char rightly doth meditate and conſider, it is vadoubredly 
cleere and certaine, how the Creator and infinite Prince of 
all 92” pi hath tounded the beginning & end, the power 
and poſſe of all knowledge, vpon onc of the former waies of 
nueftigation, befide which there is no naturall knowledge 


to be expected, Philoſophic as yet neucr found other *waies 


vnto that infinite number of all Arts and Sciences ,ſo admi- 
rably flouriſhing thorow ſo many ages of the world, For 
this cauſe the molt excellent & prime 'Philoſ. pher, Ariſtotle, 

reieteth whatſocuer canot be found by Senſe, or proued by 
reaſon,as ſpurious, Likewiſe Pro/omie hath bounded the true 
Art of Aſtronomic w ithin fatum Phyſicum, within a necefſ1- 
ticin Nature, and to diſtinguilh ir from ſuperſtition(wher- 
with curiofitic vſually defileth ar intangleth ir) doth limitir 
intra convenientem nature moaum , that is, within proportion 
and meaſure anſwerable to Reaſon and Nature, For this 
cauſe alſo, all true Philoſophers haue determined the two 
onely inſtruments of all rrye Arts, to bee Reaſon and Expe- 
rience, which Gale doth call the two legges whereypon the 
Art of Phyſike doth confſt, And Rk A in the ſecond 
chapter of his Fraittones medic, he faith, Optimus is eſt Medi- 


Hs, qui omnia in EMeadicina elle apit ratione, tat is, hee who 
B 3 doth 


Quod non eſt 


({ccundum, nas 
turam non 
continetur 2a 
Scientia, Arilt, 
Anal, potter, 
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doth all things in his ſubicR of Phyfike, according to right 


rule of reaſon,is the moſt excellent Phyſicion, 

From hence alſo all true Artiſts haue defined Art to bee, 
Habitns cum ratione fattinus, ;that is, a ſettled habilitic, and 
promptneſle of ation, and operation according to reaſon. 
Vpon this ground others haue built other true rules and ob- 
ſcruations,concerning true and lawfull Arts, Therefore(ſaith 
Galen) ars noneſt exhs quorum neutiquam ett poteilas, Flagog: 
cap. 5. that is, Art is not of ſuch things as cannot be accom- 
plithed, Whichis worthy noting, to diſtinguiſh preſtigious 
and {uppoled Arts from true Art, To this cthers likewiſe 
haue added another obſcruarion,that is,that Art is imployed 
about ſuch things as are in reaſon profitable and not yaine. 
So ſaith Scaliger,exercit, 37. Seft,z 1. e Ars non e$t ae rebus inu- 
tilibus, It is yet further obſerued vpon the ſame ground,that 
true Art doth not confound or cloud it ſelfe in miſts, but re- 
duceth vnto order, light and reaſon, things difſipate,confu- 
ſed, and out of order andreaſon(as Cicero affirmeth) eArs res 
dinulſas a:iſolutaſque corglutinat, c ratione quadam conſtringit. 
Vpon the {fame grounds diuers renowmed common weales 
haue expelled all falſe and forged Arts: as, Necreomancy, 
Acromancy, Geomancy, with other fortilivfous Diuinations, 
Vpon the {ame reaſons, divers Emperors, Kings, Kingdomes 
and Lawes, haue exploded, cenſured, and condemned all 
ſuch as vnder pretext of the wholeſome Arts of Aſtronomy, 
Mathematikes, and the like, haue runne into fooliſh curioſi- 
ties, impoſtures, and deceitfull practices. [utinian the Ro- 
man Law-giuer and Empcrour, his lawes are extant to this 
purpoſe, Likewiſe Tiberizs his Decrees for the expulſion of 
counterfeir Mathematicians and Magicians. And Ulpiaxin 
his booke de Mathematicis > Maleficts, teſtifieth the publi- 
cation of their goods, and their inhibition by the Emperors 
from communion with other Citizens ſo much as in fire or 
water, And as Reaſon, good Lawes, Kingdormes, Nations, 
and Common-weales haue diſtinguiſhed ingenuous,liberal, 
erue and profitable Arts and Sciences bujlded ypon _ 

trut 
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eruth and vnderſtanding; from baſe ignoble, vnprofitable, 

necdlefle, curious and erronious Arts : ſo hath the holy 

Scripture both iuſtified, ſanRified and commended the one, 
and condemned, and nominated with rebuke and fhame 
th'other, The firſt is cuident, Exod, 3.verſe 1.2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
where Almightic God doth teſtifie concerning the know. 
ledge and skill of Workmanſhip in gold, filuer, and ſtone, 
that he gaue it by his Spirit ynto Bezaleel and eAbolizb, who 
were workmen according to knowledge and vnderſtanding 
in that lawfull Arr, llnkb vnto the building of Gods 
houſe. The ſecond is manifeſt, AFs 19, ver. 19.where it 15 in 
their due commendations recorded, that thoſe who before 
vſcd and praGtiſed vaine & curious Arts,when they were by 
the preaching of the Apoſtles truely conuerted, in token of 
their vndiſſembled repentance, they abſolutely renounced 
and diſclaimed their yaine learning, and openly burnt ther 
bookes, though yalued at an high ratc and richprice, 


————— —_ _ tn. i 


rw» 
—_— 


Cn AP. Io 


That no Knowledge can come unto man in any Art or Sciexce, 
but by Senſe or Reaſon, or likely and artificiall coniefture, is . 


proned by the Science and Knowledge of Phyſike in ſtead of all 


other Arts and Sciances, 


Ow for the better impreſſion of that-which hath bin 
before ſaid : that is, that nothing is or can be dete= 
 Eted, or is liable ynto mans knowledge, which com 
meth not ynto him by the help of Reaſon, the inward or the 
outward Senſe, Demonſtration, Ratiocination, or judicious 
and prudent ConijeRation in reaſonable likelihood : ler vs 
examine any one particular, ingenuous, liberall or lawfull 
Arc or Science, in ſteade of many, and therein view, how by 
the former mentioned keyes,dores & entrances ſolely,are os 


pened the waies ynto their contemplations, ſtudy, andper-. 
tee? : 


&) 
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fe& apprehenſion. Andifone Art or Science may be {uffici- 
ent hercin, I think it moſt fitto chooſe my owne, becauſe as 
to my ſelfe moft prompt; ſe vnto any other nor ynproft- 
table, All diſeaſes that happen vnto the body of man are 
cither outward or inward, and therefore either ſcene by the 
eye, and deprehended by the outward Senle, or conce1- 
ued only by Reaſon and the inward Vnderſtanding. Inward 
diſeaſes, and ſubic& onely vnto reaſon and ynderſtanding 
doc {omerimes appeare clearely and certainly to reaſon and 
vnderſtanding; ſometimes they do not appeare certaine, or 
by certaine notes or {1gnes, but by likely markes onely, 
which are the grounds of artificiall conicCture, 
And as ſome diſeaſes arc apparent ts outward ſenſe,ſome 
euident co inward reaſon, ſome by artificiall comeEture only 
in learned, exact ſearch and perquiſition purſued vnto their 
diſcouery : ſo alſo are many diſeaſes hidden from all theſe 
wayes of inueſtigation , and therefore remaine as remem- 
brances of mans manifold ignorance in this life, and of the 
ſecret reſcruation of Gods decree and prohibition. As then 
in thoſe diſeaſes which are apparent vnto fight, itisblind- 
neſle in a Phyficion td make queſtion, in theſe which are eui- 
dent toreaſon, to make doubvt,is reaſonleſle fatuity, in thoſe 
which may be attained by artificiall coniectation , ſearch or 
perquiſition,either to be ſlacke,is ſloth,or to be ynable,is in- 
ſufficiency : {o in thoſe diſeaſes, whichneither outward ſenſe, 
nor inward reaſon, nor art, nor artificial conicture can poſ- 
fibly diſcouer : to hope or ſeeke beyond Senſe and Reaſon, 
and reaſonable likelihood , is reaſonleſſe and fenſelefle tri- 
uing, and imparience of thoſe bounds which God hath ſet | 
to limit the curioſity of man, For better proote and illuſtra- i 
tion, it will not bee impertinent to nominate ſome partict1- 
Jar diſeaſes inall theſe kinds. Firſt for outward diſeaſes,and 
{uch as are cuident to outward ſenſe, they are infinite, Who 
that 1s the leaſt practiſed in Phyficke , doth nor aſſuredly 
know, when , with his eyes he doth behold an inflammati- 
on, a Shirrus, a Gangrene, Cancer , Callus, Fiſtula, Vlcer, 


Leprolie, 
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Leprofie,Pſora, Strum. Petechia, Variola, Taundes, Gout, 
batons, Extenuarton, and the like, Secondly, for in- 
ward diſeaſes euident to reaſon; he that is leaſt learned, doth 
know, that all diſeaſes which may be defined, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be cuident to reaſon ; as alſo, thatit is not difficult to de- 


fine innumerable diſeaſes to him that is able to * conioine * Genus mor= 


with the partaffeed , the true immediate kinde of the af- 
fe&tion. The ftomake ceafing her proper funCtien of con- 


bi proximum, 
cum parte aftc. 
Qtaconwunta 


cocion, or depriued of appetite , doth it not thereby mani- cgltuuir mors 
feſtly proue vnto reaſon ſome inward ill affeRion therein ? biſpeciem, 


If with thatill afte&ion be ioined a manifeſt inward heat a- 
bout the region of the ſtomake,2ccompanied with an Ague, 
drinefle, thirſt and other accidents, and conſequences of 
heate , is not as plainly dete&ed the kinde of-che affection 
to be hot ? 

-- Thus both thepart affeted , which is the ſtomuake appa- 
rently (becauſe there the former accidents are found origt- 
nally moouing and firſt ſeated, ) and alſo the ill affe&ion 
(which by the manifeſt burning heate doth proue herkind) 
being both conioined, doe truly define the diſeaſe to be an 
inflammation of the ſtomake, Thelike may be ſayd of the 
inflammations of all other inward parts of Plurifies, Phren- 
fies, inflammation of the Liuer, Splene, Wombe, Reines, 
Guts and other parts , the certaine teſtimonies of exceſſive 
heate giuing demonſtration of an inflammation, and the 
paine{or at leaſt,ſome defeR) or defeHtion in the proper of- 
fices of the parts/manifeſting the parts themſelues. As con- 
cerning inward 1nflammarions of diuers parts, ſo likewiſe 
of inward VIcers,and other maladies may be inſtanced, The 
diſeaſe of the bladder is oft certainly knowne, by paine in 
the part, or by ceſſation of his proper funions,or defe&tion 
therein, and the kinde of diſeaſe therein by the excretions 
oft-timesprocrzedingfromit, And thus an VIcer is oft dif- 
couered in the bladder, by paine, with purulent and ſangui-. 
nolent miction, Diſeaſes likewiſe of the head are certainly 


diſcouered and detected ynto reaſon, by defects growing; 
DE + ſome= 
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ſometimes in the vnderſtanding , ſometimes in the memo. 
ry, ſometimes in the imagination, ſometimes in all thoſe to. 
gether , and ſometimes in the generall motion of the whole 
body. Diſeaſes of the heart likewiſe appeare by the cuil and 
faulty motions of the pulſe, by ſoundings and defeRions in 
liuclibood of the ſpirits and vitall facuity. Diſcaſes of the 
Wombe or Mother likewiſe, doe oft demonſtrate them- 
ſelues by depriued or depraued motions. It were tedious 
to make a particular enumeration of all diſcaſes of this kind, 
which are in the ſame manner. euident. and apparent ynto 
reaſon, 

Now let ys briefly alſo conſiderſome diſcaſes, which are 
neither euident to Reaſon, nor manifeſt to Senſe; but are 
gained, detected, and hunted out of their deepe and hidden 


couerts, by the quicke and exquiſite ſent of probable and. 


artificiall conieQture; the neceſſity or vie whereof, either 


in an ambiguous complication of doubtfulldiſcaſcs, or in. 


the extrication of any intricate ſingle affeion or malady, 
there is no man in Phyſicke exerciſed, who doth not dayly 
finde, Many-examples of diſcaſes of this kinde would cauſe 
the ſmall body of chis little worke voluminouſly to ſwell : 
we will therefore onely propoſe one. 

Let vs ſuppoſe a ſicke man, doubrfully and diuerſly with 
theſe accidents afflicted: namely,a continuallfcuer,a cough, 
ſpitting of bloud,ſhortnefle of winde, head-ache,deliration, 
want of ſleepe,drineſle, thirſt , paines in diuers parts, ſides, 
ribbes, backeand belly, What diſcaſe or diſcaſes here are, 
can neither be manifeſt to ſenſc,diftratet inthis confuſion, 
multitude and concurrence of accidents z nor yet be euident 
to reaſon at the firſt yiew , becauſe itrequireth ſo different 
conſideration,and deuided contemplation of ſo many ſeue- 
rals apart, Here then it remaineth, that learned, judicious, 
prudent, and diſcreete artificiall conieQure proceed exact- 
ly to diſtinguiſh and analiſe, as followeth, All the forena.- 
med paines, diftempers and accidents may indifferently a- 


riſe, either from the Longs inflamed, or the Liuer , or the - 


M1d- 


* 
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Midriffe, or the Pleurg; becauſe any one of theſe by it ſelfe 
doth vſually bring forth all , or moſt part of them, Heere 
then prudent, artificiall, and exquiſite perpenſion doth ex- 
attly valew and eſteeme all the different manners, quanti- 
tics, qualities, poſitions and ſituations of pains; likewiſe ac- 
cidents, motions, times , manners of motion, caraQers, or- 
ders,and all other both ſubſantiall and circumſtantiall con- 
fderations, | 

And firſt, as touching the feuer , head-ache, thirſt, idle- 
neſſe of braine(becauſe they are common to many other dif- 
caſes beſids thele,& require no curious, but a more careleſſe 
and common reſpe&t,) prudent & circumſpe& conieQation 
doth leaue their needlefle confuſion of more vſefull and 
needfull perpcnſion , and doth more narrowly ſearch about 
thoſe accidents, which are more inſeparable, proper and pe- 
culiar ynto the diſcaſes named, and by exact diſquiſition in 
their indifferencies, doth notwithſtanding fift out their hid- 


| den and ſecretly couched differencies , by which , in exa&t 


view they arc found and diſtinguiſhed ſufficiently differing. 
The inſeparable accidents which doe peculiarly , or for the 
moſt part accompany the diſeaſes before named, thaf is, the 
inflammation of the Longs, the Liuer, the Midriffe and the 
Pleura, are cough , ſhortneſle of winde, ſpitting of bloud, 


paines about the ribbes, ſides, belly, which in all theſe na- 


med diſcaſes,more orlefle are preſent, either primarily,or by 
conſent of one part with another, Theſe, though ſeldome 


abſent from moſt of the foure former diſcaſes, and therefore 


not cafily diſtinguiſhed, when they proceed from th'one or 
thother; yer rightly weighed, and accurately conſidered in 
their ſcuerall manners, meaſures, and right poſitions in eue- 
ry one, whena partand fingle, they doe likewiſe in their 


confuſed mixture one with another, yeeld diſtin and ſeue- 


rall difference ts him, that in a judicious and diſcerning 
thought, doth beare their iuft diftinRions apart. For 1l]u- 
ſtration, ſpitting of bloud is vfually a companion to all, or 
moſt of the foure named diſeaſes; but in one in lefle quanti- 
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ty, in another more; in one after one manner, in another af- 
ter another; inone by vomiting, in another by expeRorati- 
on, andin another by coughing; in one with much expuiti- 
on, in another with little; in one with danger of (trangula- 
tion and ſuffocation, in another without; in one with thick- 
neſſe, blackneſſe, and ſmall quantity of bloud, in another 
with thinnefle, brightnefle of colour, and more quanti- 
ty; and in oneoftheſe alſo withlefle, and in another with 
more diſhculty and labour, Shortnefle of winde, or diffi- 
culty of breathing, isa common companion to all the na- 
mcd diſcaſes; but in one with frequent expuition, in ano- 
ther without,and where, with expuition, in one with more 

/ facility, in another with difficulty, in one with one manner 
of diſtenſion of the inſtruments of reſpiration, in another 
with another, in one kinde of difficulty of reſpiration more 
frequent; in another lefle, in one more gricuous, in another 
tolerable, 

The like may be ſayd of coughing, and pains, Coughing 
in one of the forenamed diſcaſes is with much, in another 
with little, and in another with no expunionat all; ..in one 
continuall, in another with intermiſſion; in one with inten= 
fion, in another with remiſsion 3 1n one loud, in another ſj], 
and where, with expectoration, in one of one colour and 

——quantity, in another of another and in another of none at 
all; in one eaſe, gentle, free and without paine, in another 
orieuous and painfull; yeaſuffocatory, and neere to ſtran- 
gle, Paine likewiſe is a common companion to al the men= 
tioned diſeaſes ; but diſtinguiſhedin th' one and the other, 
by the manner, nature, and ſituation of the ſeuerall parts, 
which apart in cuery one it poſleſleth , and allo by the diffe+ 
rent oddes,faſhions, and kindes of paine ; ſome being ſharp, 
ſome dull, ſome quicke, ſome {flowe, ſome with diftenſion, 
ſome with punCtion , ſome with heauineſſe and ſenſible 
weight, ſome more grieuous to the Patient lying , ſonic to 
him fitting or ſtanding, ſome more calme in one polition of 
the body, and ſome in another, ! . 
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And thus prudent and skilfull conieQture,by due and dili., 
gent perpenſion, comparing together oddes, and exactly re. 
ferring vnto true diſcerning the ſeuerall properties and diffe- 
rences of accidents, their manners, proportions, and other 
due circumſtances, doth in the end reduce ecuery accident to 
his right diſeaſe, and cuery diſeaſc,to his right cauſe; where- 
by the prudent and judicious Phyficton doth cleerely vnder- 
ſtand, directly and timely to apply proper and pertinent re- 
medies, And thus in doubtfull caſes, which are neither eui- 
dent to Reaſon, nor manifeſt to Senſe in che Art and exerciſe 
of Phyhke , it is manifeſt how ſolert and accurate coniccta- 
on,through the clouds and miſts of ambiguities, doth 1n the 
end ſo cleerely lend forth and giue ſo faire a light, that doube 
it ſclte doth become out of doubt, and is little interiour vnto 
certaine and plaine demonſtrations As a ſhort ſumme ot all 
thathath been ſaid, whatſoeuer hath beene declared of diſ- 
caſes, the ſame may bee propounded concerning their iſſues 
yery briefely. 

The iſlues of all diſeaſes are either informed from Senſe, 
or euident by reaſon, or ſcrutable by artificiall coniecure, 
Examples of the firſt kinde are manifeſt, when with our eyes 
we behold the motion and Senſe externall and other our- 
ward functions of the body, either aboliſhed, or in an high 
degree depriued of their power and naturall ye. 

Thijs cextaine teſtimonie of our ſight doth certainely in- 
forme the vnderſtanding, concerning the dangerous iſſue. 

Examples of the ſecond kinde are manifeſt likewiſe, when 
we finde either the cauſes of diſeaſes vnremoueably fixed,or 
the diſeaſe it ſelfe rooted in the fubſtance of any of the prin= 
cipall parts,or accidents in malignigie, vehemence, and fury 
irrcfiſtable. In theſe caſes a doubrful and hard iſſug:13 cuidens 
toReaſonbywuft conſequent,  - 

Examples of the latter kinde arealſo apparent, when in 
diſeaſes,good andeuill fignes are ſo doubrfully mixed, that 
{ome promiſe Life, others as much threaten Death : ſome in. 
number diſcourage, other ſome in worth as much as -incou- 
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rage. We'do oft ſee and know in the middeſt of this miſt and 
darknes, where there appeareth not to a common ſenſe ſo 
much as the leaſt ſhew of any indication of certaine iſſue; yet 
through the exquiſiteneſle of prudent and artificialliperpen- 
fion, and ducexatt diſtinction in the fore-mentioned ſee- 
ming inſcrutable oddes; the learned Phyficion euen in the 
firſt ſcarce ſenſible budding of indication, and in the firſt 
moſt imperfect and ſcarce-being being thereof doth oft 
diſcouer that true,euent which viumHy and for the moſt part 
is ſeene and obſerued to cometo paſle. 

If any man not rightly apprehending reaſon,make a doubt 
or queſtion of any ſuch poſſible exquiſitnes, let him conſider 
and beholdirt by an eafic example, In an inequalitic of one 
and the ſame Vermiculant pulle , where the beginning of 
the ſame diſtenſion is quicker, the next continuation or mid- 
dle partis flower, and the beginning of the end thereof, en 
ding almoſt before it begin : it muſt needs be very difficult, 
nay, almoſt impoſſible vnto the firſt view of Senſe or Rea- 
ſon, orto a common iudgement or learning, to diuide real- 
ly,and diſtinguiſh this one ſhort ſmall motion into two or 
three diſtin& times and parts of motion, the ſpace ſo very 
ſhorr, the faculty of mouing ſo low and weake, and the mo- 
uing it ſelfe almoſt altogether in an inſenſible exiguitic,and 
an indivifible degree of lowneſle, 

We ſee oft-times a common vulgar cannot in his reaſon 
conceiue it, much leſſe by his ſenſe at all percciucit, Neither 
is it found eafie to euery man though learned therein, yea, 
or educate thereto, cither perfectly to apprehend the gene- 
ral Idea of ſuch a motion, or at all in the firſt proofes and try- 
als of his ſenſe or hand ta deprehend any particular. Not- 
withſtanding, the Phyſicion that exquiſitely diſcerneth and 
iudgeth, doth both in reaſon ſee, that euery fingle ſmalleſt 
motion, hath his diuers diſtin& diuifion of parts, and alſo by 
his diſcerning,wary, iudicious andexerciſed touch, doth a- 
pertly dere and diſcouerit : And thus hath been proued by 
ſeuerall inſtances taken jn'the Art of Phyſike, in ſteade of -_ 
OUTNET 
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other Arts and Sciences, for auoiding tediouſneſle and con- 
fuſion, that all knowledge, all Art, all Science whatſoeuer 
ojven ynto man, hath no other entrance, meancs, or wayes 
thereto , but thorow Senſe or Reaſon, or prudentand artifi- 
ciall conieCture, ſagacitic and exquiſiteneſſe of judging and 
diſcerning thereby. 

And that it may the better appeare, that beyond theſe 
waies and lights,the Phyſicion cannot finde any knowledge 
or diſcouery of Diſeaſes : let ys view ſome particular exam- 
ples of ſome Diſeaſes for this cauſe vndiſcouerable, and not 
to be detected : and therewith conſider che impoſſibilitie of 
diſcoucrie to conliſt ſolely herein ; namely, tor thar they are 
remoued from any capacitie of Senſe orReaſon, and from 
the reach of all artificiall ſearch,ſfcrutiny and accurate inſight 
derived from both, which is the higheſt ſtraine of humane 
Vnderſtanding.In the generall i: cannot be denied ( except 
of ſuch whoſe vnderflandings are extremely blinde) that it 
is impoſſible, that thoſe diſeaſes ſhould or can bee art all fo 
much as ſuſpe&ed (and therefore muchleſſe knowne) which 
yeeld no ſhew,no {1gne, no indicationofthemſelues. There 
needeth hereof no other, nor better proofe, then the enume- 
ration of ſome particular diſeaſes of this kinde, 

Are not diuers ſecret and hidden Apoſtemations, & other 
inward colleCtions of vicious matter in the body, dayly Se- 
minaries of vnexpeRted and wondred ſhapes of corruption 
and putrifaction, which lying long hidden in the body, and 
by an inſenſible growth taking deepe roote, inthe end ſo- 
dainely breake Brih beyond all poſſible expeRation, or 
thought of the moſt excellent, exquiſie and ſubrill circum- 
fpe&ion and diſquiſition ? For a briefe confirmation hereof, 
Hollerixzs doth mention a man, the cauſe of whoſe diſcaſe 
while he lived, being ynknowne to Phyficions, and Art, af- 
ter his deceaſe his guts were found gangrened and periſhed, 
and thereinthings viewed like ynto Warter-ſnakes, and his 
Liver full of ſchirroſe knots. 

There happened ynto my ſelfe this yeere laſt paſt, a Pati- 


cnt, 
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ent,a yery worthy Gentleman, who being extremely yexed 
with the Strangury, Diſurie, and Iſchuric together with piſ- 
ſing of blood in great abundance, and the ſtone we by the 
yſc and accommodation of remedies,found mucheaſe, miti- 
gation of paines,and qualification of the extremitie of all the 
former accidents, Notwithſtanding , for that there were 
certaine indications of an VIcer in the body or capacitie of 
the Bladder, his recouerie was not expected, bur after his 
deceaſe, in the difleCtion of his body, his Bladder was found 
rotten, broken and black,without any manifeſt matter ther- 
in as cauſe thereof, or ſo muchas one ſtone, although hee 
had formerly and immcdiatcly beforc auvided many ſtones 
at ſeuerall times, This I produce, being freſh in memory, as 
an inſtance of impoſhibilitic of knowledge vnto a Phyſicion 
in many and frequent caſes.For how cou!d the fra&ture or co- 
lour of his Bladder, while the Patient was liuing,by atiy cx- 
quifiteneſſe of Art or vnderſtanding, be knowne in any poſ- 
fibilitie, meanes, or power of man,although all the other ac- 
cidents aboue mentioned, were vndoubtedly,by certaine in- 
dications and fignes diſcouercd? I might here deliuer many 
otherlike Examples out of mine owne knowledge ; I will 
onely call to remembrance one more, 

I was of Jate yearcs Phyſicion vntoa right Noble Lady; 
the cauſe of whoſe apparent dangerous eſtate, diucrs learned 
and famous Phyſicions conioyned with my ſelfe,could neucr 
diſcouer, In the diſſeion of her body after her deceaſe, her 
heart was found incloſed with a ſhining rotten gelly, and 
the very ſubſtance of the heart of the ſame colour. 

In the ſame Lady, an intolerable paine about the bottome 
of her ſtomack, by fits depriued her of all eaſe by day, and of 
reſt by night,and could neuer be either knowne in the cauſe, 
or remoued in the accident by any meane or remedy : but af- 
ter death, in the diſſection of her body before mentioned, a 
black round gelly as bigge as a Tenice ball, did manifeſt it 
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Of this evill diſcoloration of her heart, of thematter and 
euill colour of that matter wherewith her heart was inuiro- 
ned ; asalſo of that collected gelly in her {is6make., what 
poſſible knowledge ( thinke you ) or exquiſite-vnderſtay- 
ding, or artof man could euer in her life cime giue any no- 
tice or information ? Like vnto this is that which Holle- 
rics in the 21, of his rare obſeruations doth mention. In a 
{icke man perplexcd in a {ſtrange manner from an vnknowne 
cauſe in his life after his death his liucr and epiploon did ap- 
peare corrupted and putrified , his ſtomake toward the bot- 
rome bruiſed and full of blacke iuice or humour, Chrifopho- 
»us Sillinews , opening the body of a childe after death, re- 

orteth, that he ſawin the ſmall ycines, running thorow the 
3a of the liver, many ſmall ſcrauling wormes then li- 
ning. Berivenins doth make mention of a woman tormen= 
red gricuoufly by a needle in her ſtomake, which was impol- 
ſible by any art or exquifitneſle of vnderſtanding to be con- 
ceiued or ſuſpected , if nature it ſelfe working it out thorow 
the body and ſubſtance of the ſtomake , vnto the outward 
view and ſenſe, had nor ſo diſcouered it, I will not here 
mention the generation of worms,ſftones, and the like inthe 
guts, gall, heart, longs and other parts, of which no art, or 
excellence of xnowledge can poſſibly take notice, vntil they 
haue proued themſelues ynto the pi ght, Many diſcaſes of 
theſe kindes bting fcarefull and terrible accidents, and affli- 
tions vnto the body, yet for the moſt part are neuer dete- 
Qed; becauſe they haue not onely no proper true certaine 
likely , but no poſsible meanes or way of indication or no- 
ticeatall, inany reaſon or vndertanding of humane: Art or 
Science 3 without whichthe moſt exquitite and Scientifical 
Clarkes are altogether diſabled, and muſt neceſſarily be ig- 
norant, Thus hath been at Jarge manifeſted , that nothing 
can beevnto the Phyſician in his Art and Science knowne, 
which either by outward ſenſe or inward is not apparent, or 
by likely and artificiall conieure from both , is not dete- 
ed or diſcerned, The like might be vrged concerning the 
D , rrials 
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trials of JaFre and iuſtice, and inquiſitions of offences and 
errors 3gainl(t the law, waich are the diſeaſes ofa Common- 
weale, as the former of the body of man, Many offences a- 
oain{t the law are apparent vnto the ontward ſenſe , as fight 
or hearing : and therefore being witneſſed by hearers or be= 
holders, are without doubt or difficulty immediately di{- 
patched, ſentenſed , and adjudged, Many alſo are euident 
to reaſon, which therefore are held and reputed inuincibly 
and infallibly to ro conuince, 

Many offences alſo there are,neither manifeſt to ſenſe,nor 
euident to reaſon, againſt which onely likelihood and pre- 
ſumptions doe ariſe in indgement ; whereby notwithſtan- 
divg,through varrow ſearch and fifting, ftrict examination, 
circumfpect and curious view of euery circumſtance, toge- 
ther with euery materiall moment and oddes thorowly, 
and ynto the depth and bottome by ſubril diſquifition fado- 
med, thelearned, ptudent, and difcetning Indge doth oft 
derteCtand bring vnto light many hidden, inteſtine, and ſe- 
cret miſchicfes , which vnſenfibly and vnobſeruedly 
would otherwiſe oppreſle and ſubuert the Common-weale. 
When by none of theſe wayes of extrication the truth can 
poſsibly be gained, the wiſe atid vpright Iudge vnto nece(- 


ſity in wantof due warrant vnro iuſt proceeding, doth with 


patience and ſobriety ſubmit, For this cauſe (as may bee 
Hſeene vypon records ) many caſes juſtly neceflarily _ vna- 


uoidably ſtand perpetually inſcrutable vndecided and neuer 
determined , as certaine proofes and euidences of the limi- 
tation ahd annihilation ofmans knowledge in many things 
of this life: Almighty God oft-times decreeing to hide ſome 
truth from the ſight of man, and detaining it in his owne ſec- 
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CHAP.IIL 


13 hether Witch-craft haue any other wayes or meanes of inue5t- 
gation, then theſe before mentioned, and what is the true inne- 


ſtigation, 


T hath been atlarge before declared, how God and Na- 
ture hauc limited and confined all knowledge of man , 
within certaine waies and bounds, out of which, and be- 
ond which it cannot paſle 3 as allo for that cauſe, that 
no iuſtifiable Art or true Science whatſocuer , doth or can 
exceede thoſereſtraints. There haue becn alſo diucrs exam- 
ples produced of the neceſſity of mans ignorance, in the im- 
poſſibility of much knowledge,and diſcoucry of things hid- 
den and inhibited by the iult and vnſearchable decrees of 
God and Nature, Ic remaineth now to enquire concerning 
axe particular ſubie& of Witch-craft, whether in the comon 
way of all other detections of truths, it ought likewiſe con- 
Aſt; orwhether by it ſelfe ic haue other priuiledges beyond 
all other trials. If reaſon be the ſole eye and light of naturall 
vnderſtanding which God hath giuen vnto ha ne} mat 
(as is before proued,)It without it can be no najurall know- 
ledge, no Art, no Science no diſcouery, If lawe among all 
people and nations be ſo.iuſt in all things, asto do or allow 
nothing againſt true reaſpn .(in which confiſteth right, ) It 
God himſclfe,and all Aouriſhing Common-weales haue ty- 
ed men and lawes, and the deciſion by them of all doubts, 
queſtions and controuerſics, either vato right proofe, cui- 
dence andallegation, according,xnto rea{oy,orar leaſt,fairc 
likclibood pretumprion,and pxqbabilitie; ang beyond thels 
tlicre never was, 1s, 'or can beany uſt iudgement ar trial] : 
How is it poſſible rhat man can attaine any knowledge of 
Witch-cratc, if nqt by.thoſe meanes, by. whichonly his na- 


ure is capable of whatſocuer js allotied, robe known there- 
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to ? Ifthis be infallibly true, man muſt either by the former 
common wayes of knowledge and deteGtion , know like- 
wile and dete& Witch-cratr, or els bee altogether ignorant 
thereof; whereof the contrary by daily experience is mani- 
ſeſt, It may bee and is obiected , thatit is a hard and difh- 
cult matterto detect Witch-cratr, by the former and ordina- 
ry courſes, as is oft ſcene and tound apparent, Sois ithke- 
wiſe equally difficult, and as hard by the ſame meanes oft- 
times, for many a juſt man to proue and clecre his oppoſed 
innocengy, and for many an injurioufly wronged wretch to 
proue hiSrighe, to defend his goods, yea, life it ſelfe from 
violence z notwithſtanding, this is no allowance ynto ano- 
ther way,no reaſon or iuftification of any vynwarranted way, 
or way out of the way of Reaſon, Iuftice, and Lawe, be his 
burden neucr fo importable , or his iniury exceeding cruel- 

tic. | 
For,if God had allawed vnto men alwaies ſmooth, afſured, 
certaine and infallible wayes vnto the ſatisfaction of their 
wants,and the accompliſhment of their intentions & defires 
withour failing; what would become of Religion, Vertue, 
and Wiſedome ? Then ſhould euery man bealike wiſe, and 
men would be fo confident in their own ſtrength and pow- 
er, and ſoproud, that they would forget God, and neuer 
thinke ofthe Almighty, If the meanes and waies ynto all 
knowledge, andthe information of our defires and affecti- 
ons , did meet with no impediment, no oppotition, no con- 
tradiftion, no calu3lty to intercept, and all things ſhould 
proiperouſly ſucceed vnto our means and endeuors, there 
would nener beany vſe of Patience, Temperance, or depen- 
dance vpon the diuine prouidence; and confequently, little 
acknowledgement, and lefſe worſhip and adoration of our 
Creator, who according to his wiſedome, good will and 
pleaſure, doth otherviſe gouerne, guide, order and diſpoſe 
all things, For if vnto our ſuppoſed needfull ends, vies and 
neceflary defires were certaine and yncontrouled waies, no- 
thing impoſsible , nothing denyed; then were our Juſt a 
; lawe; . 
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Jawe, and manin no power but in his owne, in no awe, inno 
lawc,innorule, | 
Therefore Almightie God in his great and vnſpeakeable 
Wiſedome hath ſubieSted yaine man, and made his pride 
ſabic&t to infinite creatures , limits, reſtraints, coecrtions, 
thcreby to teach him true wildome, picty,truſt, dependance, #2 
Forſhip, and adoration of his all-reftraining & all-limiting | _ 
vnlimited power, Man therefore muſt thereby learne to be | 
contented fo to know, as therewith to learne ro know him- C 
jelfe; that is , With his large portion, his lot, his manifold s 
indowments, his excellencie of Senſe, Reaſon, Vnder. _ a. 
fanding, Prudence, Art, not -to forget or ſpurne at their in- | 
terdictions, prohibitions, and inioyned lifts, beyond which 
to deſire to know, is curiofttie, is iolly : Sapientia Vera, 
Nille nimis ſapere, ſaith the Poet. It is true Wiſedome, not 
to be too wile : thar is, not to know, nor dchre to know 
more then is allowed ornecdfull : needtul,not in our defires, 
but Gods Decrec, 
Here then let me intreat reaſonable men,not roo much(as 
is vſuall) to ſwell with indignation, or to be puffed with im- A i 
atience, where God doth not apertly reucale and plaincly A 
(as they defire and thinke needfull ) the ſubtill engines, and 7 
myſticall craft of the Divell in the Machinations of Wit- 
ches and Sorcerers, but ſoberly, modeſtly, and diſcreetly, ſo 
farre forth be contented to purſue the tryall and juſt way of 
their Diſcouery, as with ſenſe, with reaſon, with Religion 1s 
ſt and righteous, knowing that whatſocuer is beyond 
theſe liſts zis reafonleſſe, ſenſelefſe, and impious, 
For fince God and Nature (as is before faid ) hath limi- 
tcd the ſcrutinie of all true Arts and Sciences, all naturall 
knowledge for diſcouerie of controuerfies and reſolutions ; 
ynto the lights of Reaſon & Senſe, and artificiall conie&ture, 
prudence, art, fagacitie, and ſubtiltie of ynderftanding de- 
riued from thence, vnto what other barre or {cate of Iuftice 
can Witch-craft appeale or be brought? 


It may beobieed, the Art of Witch-craft, being ſuper- 
4 D 3 naturall, » 
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naturall,and the practice thereof ſuſtained by ap extraordi- 
nary power; that therefore the meanes and waies of diſco- 
ueric muſt be likewile more then ordinary and ſupernaturall, 

Hereto is truely an{wered, that ſince the nature & power 
of Spirits is ynknowne vnto man (as, things ſupernaturall ) 
and can be, and is no otherwiſe knowne, but by examining 
the workes iſſuing from thence, and comparing them as 
right with that which is naturall (becauſe man in his Reaſon 
and vnderſtanding cannot diſcerne that which is truel 
traſcending his Nature, otherwiſe, then obſeruing how far 
it exceedeth that which is according to Nature :) therefore 
( lay) the workes of the Diuell, or Witches, though ſuſtai- 
ned and produced by a ſupernatural! power, yet can haue no 
other way for their detection by man, but that which is or- 
dinary vnto man, and natural and poſſible vnto man;for that 
which is aboue or beyond his power or Nature, is not his 
oOwWne. 

From hence muſt neceſiarily be concluded, that thers is 
no-other ordinary way vnto man ( who knoweth or can 
know, nothing but that 4s naturall ) vnto the diſcouerie 
of that is ſupernaturall, but that way which is likewiſc 
naturall, 

Although therefore the ſubie&tof Witch-craft require a 
greater meaſure of knowledge to diſcerne that which is 
therein-really , and truely ſupernaturall, irom that which 
in nature oft-times hath a very great likenefle, and a de- 
cciueable fimilitude therewith: yet is the way ynto that 
knowledge, the common high way which condugteth vnto 
all other knowledge whatſocuer, Let men then be perſwa- 
ded and contented (fince God hath alotted, and allowed 
vnto thenature and power of man no other way) in this on- 
ly warranted true way to ſceke the diſcouery , to finde the 
footing, path, and ſteppings of Witchcraft, as of all other 
things,which by the Decree of God are reucaled vnto man, 
and {ubicCt ynto the knowledge of man, 

It may be here demanded, whether Almightic God doth 


nor 
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not extraordinarily, and miraculouſly at ſome time diſcouer 
this ſo abominable fin of Witch- craft, aſwell as by ordina- 
ric meanes leaue it vnto dilcoucric ? This doubt ſhall more 
firly in more due place be hereafter at large difſcourſed, 

It hath now beene here manifclled, that there is'or can 
be no ether ordinarie tryall of Witch-craft, then that which 
15 common yntoall other deteions of truth : and allo that 
all detections ſubiect vnto the diſcoueric of man (as hath 
beene before cleared) are drawne and deriued either from 
Senſe or Reaſon,or likely probabilitic raiſed from both, 


W— 


CHAP.'IIIN, 
Of the workes of Witches and Dinels, 


tt 


Efore wee proceed further to treate concerning mat- 
ter of Witch-crafr, according to the former waies of 
diſcouerie and jnucſtigation ; it will be needfull to di- 
ſtinguith who 1s the true Author, cauſe, & innnediate work- 
man of the ſupernaturall workes, which by Sorcery and 
Witch-craft are compaſled or brought to paſle. 

All created ſubſtances indowed with powers and vertue 
from God their Creator, are cither bodily, or corporall ſub- 
ances, or Spirituall, or mixt and betweene both. 

Bodily and corporal ſubſtances are the heauens, the ce- 
leſtiall bodies of the Starres, of the Sunne,of the Moone,the 
bodies of the elements, and all elementarie ſubſtances from 
them deriued and compoſed, p18 

Spirituall ſubſtances are either Angels, or Divels,or ſoules 
of men after death , ſeparated from their bodies . 

Mixed ſubſtances, partly Spirituall, partly bodily, are 
mankinde compounded of a maturall body, and an ynder- 
ftanding ſoule, | | 

Hence it commeth to paſſe, that man by his ynderſtand- 
ing'Spirit,doth together with Angels, Spirits, and Diuels, 
participate and yndexrſtand many things; as the Scripture * 
ucale 
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vealed ; the Hiſtory and Creaticn of the whole world ; ma- 
ny truths of God; the grounds of Reaſon; the principles of 
Nature ; many generall rules and obleruations, and infinite 
particular obieets of many things paſt, preſenrt,and to come, 
Burt for that this vnderitanding Soule is depreſſed, and 
impriſoned in this lite by the body, by the paſſions, diſeaſes, 
and manifold incumbrances thereof, and cannot extend or 
inlargeit ſelfe further vnto any portion of knowledge, then 
thorow the narrow windowes,cloſures, parts and organ s of 
the body : therefore muſt neceflarily the knowledge of man 
be much inferiour ynto that meaſure of knowledge, which 
Spirits, being of a more {ubtill efſence, and free from the 
burden and incumbrance of an earthly tabernacle or-priſon, 
docina more large extent inioy, wy 65 
Asis {aid of the difference of knowledge in Spirits, be. 
yond the power and narure of man: ſo may be ſaid from the 
ſame reaſon of the difterence ofthe workes of Spirits, farre 
inlarging and extending thcir yertue and power, beyond the 
power and force of men, 
"The workes of men, are confined within the power and 
nature of theſe ſubJunaric bodies, vnto which they are an- 
nexed, and tyed,; 
The works of Spirits arc limited to no corporall ſubſtance 
or body, but ſpaciouſly compaſle the whole and vniuerſall 
body of the {ublunary or inferiour world (as the Divell dorh 
witncſle of himſelfe, ob x.verſe 7.)and are not tyed vato any 
iy particular place, but rule generally therein, and in all places 
| by the permiſſion of God, as is cuident, Ephe, 2.ver, 2, where 
the Diuell is called the Prince that ruleth in the ayre, even 
the Spirit that now worketh in the children of d1fobedience: 
and likewiſe, Epheſ. 6.verſe 12.where he is called the Prince | 
of darkneſſe of this world, _ 
From theſe vndoubted grounds, it is neceſſarily inferred, 
that both all knowledge exceeding the knowledge of man, | 
muſt needes iſſue from the knowledge of Spirits, and alſo ; 
chat all works exceeding and tranſcendent,aboue the power ; 
py and 
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and nature of corporall ſubſtances, muſt.neceſlarily be the 

force of Spirits, It may now be demaunded, how the works 

of g00d Spirits ſhall be knowne and diſtinguiſhed from the 

works of euill Spirits and diuels, fince*both their workes 

proceede from the ſame nature, ſubſtance, and ſpirituall eſ- 

ſence common vnto them both, This ſhall appeare by the 
conſideration of the orders and forts of good Spirits,expre!- 

ſed in holy Scripture,and their properties, beſide which, all 

other are neceſſarily cuill, and therefore diucls ; like vnto 

whom likewiſe, by iſt conſequent mult be their workes, - *þ (ih 
the one reciprocally * diſcoucring the other, All good Spi- ? any O0NL 
rits are either Angels and Meſlengers of God, ſpecially ſent (6 pHP9: pl bf 
with his holy embaſſage, to ſpecial holy men, for {pecial ho- _ per 

ly ends; as was the Seraphin fent vnto ſata, the 6. ( hapter gratiam.Ange+ 
verſe 6, and as werethe Angels vnto the Shepheards, when | mali, perma- 


: am obſtina- 
our Sauiour was borne, or as where the Angels which litja | 


were ſent vnto the Patriarkes of olde, orels tutcler An- warned (a4 {1 
gels, ordinarily commanded to guide, prote&, and defend Magilt. Sent. 
the Elect and choſen children of God,as is manifeſt both by diſt. 7.lib,z, 
the teſtimony of our Sauiour , Matth, 18.verſ.10. See that 
you deſpiſe not (ſayth our bleſſed Saujour) one of theſe little 
ones: ForT ſay vnto you,that 1n heauen there Angels alway 
behold the face of my Father, whichis in heauen, And by 
that Text alſo, Heb.1,wverſ. 14. Are they not all miniſtring 
Spirits ({ayth the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Angels) ſent forth to 
miniſter for their ſakes, who ſhall be heircs of ſaluation ? Be- 
fide theſe orders of good and holy Spirits, neither hath the 
holy Scripture , neither hath the light of reaſon, or nature, 
or obſeruation knowne or diſconered any other, 

All the workes likewiſe and employments of theſe good 
Spirits,are all and cuer obſerucd to be like themiclues, holy, 
good, freely ſeruing and miniſtring vnto the cxpreſſe will, 
knowne and vndoubted pleaſure of Almighty God, as is 
certainly confirmed, Pſ7.103. verſe 20, Praiſe ye the T.ord 
(ſayth the Pſalmiſt) ye his Angels that excell in power,that 
doc his commandements in obeying the voyce ofhis word. 

E All 
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All workes therefore or effects iſſuing from Spirits, that can- 
not bee proued and manifeſted to be firſt commanded by 
*Godsz ſecondly,tending ſolely to the execution of his will; 
and thirdly, are not contained 1n one of the foure firſt men- 
tioned ofhces and adminiſtrations of Spitits,they are all cer- 
tainly and affuredly to be ſuſpected as works of diuels and 
eui!] ſpirits, whom God doth permit (as fayth'S. « Augaitine 
in his 3. Booke, de Trinitate) to bring to paſſe ſuch workes 
of theirs, partly to, deceiue thoſe wicked , which God in 
iudgement hath giuen oucrto be deceiued of diuels; partly, 
to quicken and ſtirre vp the godly and holy man, and to 
tric ana prooue him- thereby, as hee did his faithfull ſer- 
uant Job, 

Now fora more diſtinct cleercneſſe and light vnto the 
proofe of theſe ſuſpe&ted workes of diuels, it is very profita- 
ble, neceſſary and pertinent , that wee conſider their kinds 
which are two. The firſt kind is of ſuch ſupernatural works, 
as arc done by the diuell ſolely and fimply to his owne ends 
or vie . without any reference or reſpect to any contract or 
coucnant with man, The lecond kinde is of fuch tranſcen- 
dent workes, 2s arc done with a reſpe& or reference vnto 
{ome contract or couenant with man, In the firſt , the di- 
uell is folely an Agent for hinalelfe , without the conſent or 
knowledge of man, In the ſecond, the ſupernaturall and 
tranſcendent works are truely, eſſentially, and immediate- 


 Iy from the diuelsf alſo (becauſe outof the reach orpower 


of any command of man fimply) yet therein-manhath a pro- 
perty and intercſt by couenant and contract, and derivation 
thereof from the diuell, which is truely and ſolely Sorcerie, 
and Witch-craft : for fince ſupernaturall workes are onely 
proper to a Spirit, and aboue the nature and power of man; 
they cannot truely and properly bee eſteemed his; and 
therefore it is not the ſupernaturall worke it ſelfe , but mans 
contract and combination therein with the diuell, his con= 
{ent and allowance thereof, that doth make ir his, and him a 


Wigch, 
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Witch,a Sorcercr,which is a contracter with the diuel. Now 
let vs proceed to conſider how theſe ſupernaturall workes in 
the former ſeuerall kindes are or may bh detected, ſome by 
Reaſon, ſome by Senſe, 


—_— 
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CHAP. V. 
The workes of the Dinelt by himſelfe, ſolely wrought without the 


aſſociation of man. 


pernatural workes of the diuell manifeſt to ſenſc, where- 
in man doth not participate in knowledge, contract or 
conſent with him, Did not the Diuell in the body of a Ser- 
pent miraculouſly * reaſon,diſpute,ſpeake and conterre with * Taftrumen. 
Exua, Gen.z ? Was not his ſpeech and voice vadoubredly,ma- tum Diaboli 
nifeſtly, perceptibly , and truly heard, and ſounding in her Serpens. Tre- 
eares ? There then was no man as, yet borne that could + wheat 
combine with the duel! in this ſupernaturall worke, or that q;q verify 
could then be found a Witch. Likewiſe, was not the diuels (peake. It ws 
carriage of the body of our Sauiour, and ſetting it vpon a 2 true Serpenc 
pinacle of the Temple manifeſt ro the eye? Was not the fire Th omar y; 
which the diuell * brought downe from heauen in ſo mira- fake x 
culous manner, and in fo extraordinary power to deuoure Serpent as the 
ſo many thouſands of obs ſheepe,truly viſible ? The Meſ- Angel inthe 
ſenger eſcaping to bring the tydings doth witneſſe it, Was Ae. - 
not the power of the diuell ſcene at ſuch time, as in the Goſ- DI Het, 
pell hee carryed whole herds of ſwine headlong into the 199% V6r- 16, 
Sea ? Was not the Diuell ſeene to rend and tearc the bo. 
dies of men by him poſſeſſed, in an cxtraordinarie and ſu- 
pernaturall manner and ſort, Marke the firſt, Luke 4. Math. 
17. Marke theninth ? Was not the very voyce of a Spirit 
heard and diſtinguiſhed , when the diuell in ſo fearctull and 
marucilous manner crycd outin the poſſeſſed, Math. 8, 
Mark, 5. Lyke 8? Did not the people behold the miraculous 
Bi force 


I: is not deſtitute of eaſte proofe, that there are many ſu- 
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force of the diuell caſting the poſſeſſed into the middeſt of 


tnem, Lzke 4. verſe 3,3, 34, 35 ? Did not the people heare 
and behold a foule Spirit crying aloud, and in an admirable 
powerand manner, comming out of the poſſeſſed, Marke 1. 
24, 25,26, 27? All thcſe were workes {upernaturall of the 
atuel, and manifeſt ro outward ſenſe; yet no mention, no 
ſulpicion, no reaſon of tnention, or ſulpicionof a Witch or 
Sorcercr:wherin thertore the diucl alone was ſole Agent, But 
it may be obiccted,that theſe examples out of the holy Scrip- 
tures are recorded as things ſpecially ſecne,or noted in ſome 
ſpeciall ages and times, which af:cr times and othcr ages do 
not, or cannot affoord. | 

The contrary is manifeſt by the faithfull hiſtories and true 


reports of Ethnicke writers, who liuing in diſtant ages, doc 
not difterin the true conſent & harmony ofthe ſame report, 
concerning the ſame things, as they haue ſucceeged in their 
ſeucrall ages, It is not incredible, bur certain vnto any com- 
mon Reader, what diuers authors of approuecd faith and cre- 
dit, in ſcuerall ages have written : how the diuell not onely 
out of the bodies and ſeuerall parts, * apart of the bodies of 
men have vttered words, and ſpoken with the voice of men, 
cuen as in the Goſpell hee did out of the poſleficd; but alſo 
out of trees, caues of earth, images and ſtatues, The tuſt is e- 
uidcnt by the generall report from one ſucceeding age vn- 


ro another, concerning the Pythons Fy:honici tyyagriuudu Ven= 


trilequi, and the like, The ſecond was never hid many hun- 


drethofycarcs, for many ages long before the birth of our 
bleſſed Saujour, as is apparent by the famous Oracle of Del- 


phos, the Oake of Dodona , the ſtatue of Memnon, Petrus 


Gregorizs, Tholoſanus, in his Syntagmainris, reciteth this hi- 
ſtory concerning certaine ſtatues at eAlexandria, that they 
did fall ynto the ground ſodainly,and with an audible voice 
acclared the death of Aawricins the Emperour, euen at the 
ſame moment and point of time when he was then ſlaine at 
Rome, 


As the Diuell doth ſhew himſelfe by yoices and ſounds in 
xrees, 
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trees, caues, ſtatues, and the like : ſo doth he in diuers other 
outward ſhapes and tormes of other creatures. 


Thus he appeared ynto Exa, and ſpake vnto her in the. 


ſhape of a Serpent aforeſaid. Of his appearance in divers o- 
ther formes likewile are many teſtimonies, 

It is reported by /chz de Serres the French Chronicler,that 
th: late renowmed King of France, Herry the 4. being in his 
lunting ſports, a Duuell or Spirit preſented vnto the Kings 
eares & his whole company, a great cry of hounds, and win- 
ding of hornes. The King commanded Count So:oxs to goe 
fſce who it was, wondering who durſt interrupt his game. 
The Earle {till 1ffÞuing forward toward the noife, ſtill heard 
ir, but ſcemed nothing necrer vnto ir, though defiring to 
come neereſt ynto it, At length a bigge blacke man preſen=- 
red himlelfe in the thickeſt of the buſhes, and ſpeaking vnto 
the Earle ſome few words, fodainely vaniſhed, 

There could beno deceit in ſo many cares and witneſſes , 
nor can the obieQtion of a meere imagination ſtand vncon- 
trouled of the juſt reproofe of want of wit and good maners, 
in doubt or deniall of fo fairc and fo well aduited due teſti- 
monics. : 

Maſter Fox, in the life of Afartiz Luther, doth relate the 
apparition and conference of the Diuell with a young man; 


who vpon contracts agreed berweene the Diuell and him- - 


ſcife,deliuered vnto the Diuel his bond for conditioned per- 
formances. | 

Speede 1n his Chronicle,and relation of the paſſage of ma- 
ny aftaires, within the time of Henry the 4. doth make men- 
tion of the apparition of the Divell in the habite of a Ino- 


rite Fryer at Danbury Church in Effex, with ſuch thundring, 


lightning, tempeſts, & fire-bals, that the vault of the Church 
brake, and halfe the Chancell was carried away. 

I will not further recite infinite Hiſtories and Reports, 
which may ſecme to- depend vpon the obſcure or doubted 
credit of ſuperſtitious fa&ions, or partiall Authors , bur of 
ſuch onely as by the common conſent of times, and generall 
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voice of all Writers, exact credit and eſteeme, 
In this kinde what a multitude of Examples doth the 
whole current and (treame of all Writers of all ages afford? 
| Who almoſt that readeth any ancient claſſical Author,can a- 
Vide Platonem \4gjqe the common mention of fained gods, * and goddeſſes 
OP 09,9 of the held,of the woods, of the mountaines, of houſes, of 
potellaubus defarts, of riucrs, of ſprings, and the like, offering them- 
Heroun, quos {clues vnto men and people, ſometimes in one ſhape, ſome- 
Latini Lemu- thnes in another ; requiring worſhip, ceremonies and rites; 
—-—— enema ſome 1n one manner,ſome in another ; doing ſtrange and ad- 
item His & mired workes oft-times, ſometimes pleaſantly encountring 
dxmonibus people, Jometimes menacing 2 
promilcue in Herevpon grew the multitude and yarietic of names gi- 
coelo, terra, & cn vnto them according to the ſcucrall maners, ſhapes, ge- 
ſingulis mand! Q 2.4 9 Eh "HAI Pre pM Ny 2 
regionibus di. {tures, and piaces which they vied ; as * Famni, Satyre, Nym 
ſtcbutisvide phe, Empuſa, Lemares, All Chriſtians, who know God, his 
in Politico. word, and truth, and thereby belecue one onely true God, 


Vide wy: ' muſtnecds aflurethemſclues that all rheſe were,cuill Spirits, 
0s 2. and Diucls, That ſuch were,all times, ages, hiſtories,and re. 


Plato promiſ. cords of times with one vniuerſall conſent confirme, That 
cue Dxmones they were manifeſtly ſecne, knowne, and tamiliarly by 
appcllat , Lati: the outward ſenſes diſcerned and diltinguiſhed, cannot bee 
_ moomint (,icd, by the ſeuerall deſcriptions of their maners, ſhapes 
us, & quibuſ- 
dam officiis 2d geſturcs, 
diſtnxertar. And thus briefely anoiding the tediouſneſſe of the multi. 
tude of vncertaine particular examples gwen by priuate men, 
I have by vndoubred and vncontrouled refcrences vnto ages 
and ſucceſſions of continued hiſtories from one vnto another 
manifeſted, how among the heathen, the Diuell hath appa- 
DiabolusDei rently offcred himſelfe vato the outward ſca{e, without the 
"ap T. © aNociation of a Witch or Sorcerer ; Which was likewiſe be- 
- "1590 "al fore proued by inſtances out of the a5 pr IEP all theſe 
inanimos ſim. the Diucll hath afteRed to * counterfeit the apparitions of 
plicium. the bleſſed Angels of God vnto his holy ſeruants, thercby 
Caluin.lid.t- tg make himſclfe like or equal ynto God in ignorant and vy- 
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CHAP. VT. 


iVorbes done b J; the Dine!l, with reſpett vato Couenant with 
Man, 


T now followerh to giue examples of ſuch ſupernaturall 
workes as arc offered by the Diuell, wherein man hath an 

. intereſt and propertie by contract with the Diuel ; as alſo 
to ſheiw that theſe workes arc manifeſt in like manner ynco 
the outward fenfe, Vnto this proofe, out of holy Scripture, 
behold the Witch of Ender; did-not Saul contract with her, 
and ſhe promiſe vnto Sarulto bring vp Samuel vnto hin? Did 
not Saul ſec the viſion raiſed by her, or atleaſt ſpeake there= 
to, and receiue anſ{were there-from, 1.54m..28.8 ? werc not 
then nis eyes and cates (thoſe two outward ſenſes) certaine 
witneſſes of her Sorcerie? Behold alſo the Sorcerers of E- 
oypt. Did not Pharaoh ſee & view with his cycs thoſe great 
and mighty Sorceries, water turned into blood, rods irto 
Serpents, Frog ges cauſed to iflue out vpou the face of the 


earth ? 
And as the holy Scripture doth afford vs theſe examples : 


fo are the hiſtories of all ages, people,and countries, fraughr 
with the like as manifeſt to ſenſe as theſe, and as apparently 
dete&ting and pointing out the Sorcerer and Sorcery.. 

Linuy reporteth, in thoſe: ancient dayes of Rome, that the 
Romaze Claudia,a veſtall Virgin, did ſhew her ſelfe in at,ablc 
alone with eaſe and facilitie ro:draw a mightie ſhip by a {mal 
line or girdle, which was in the weight and greatnefle vn- 
moueable,againſt the force and power of many ftrong men; 
aſſiſted by the ſtrength of cattell accuſtomed to draw migh- 
tic and heauy burdens? That this. was an at {upernaturall, 
and aboue, and beyond any naturall vertue for force in her 
Nature, is madieſſe to doubt, That in this ſupernaturall a& 
alſo,ſhe had a propertie by her allowance and Lking thereof, 


expreſleg. 


un 
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expreſſed by her voluntaric ation of vndertaking 8& draw- 
ing; who can make doubt ? The act was ſupernaturall and 
abouc her power and nature : her good will, allowance,and 


voluntary putting the actin practice, did proue her conſent 


. and contra&t, with that power and nature ſuperiour vpto her 


De d:iuina, oe, 
neribus, 


owne, which is yndoubtedly Sorcery and Witch-craft, 

Tuccia alſo a veſtall Virgin is reported by mumbling of a 
certaine prayer, to kcepe water within a fue, or a riddle,as 
witnefſeth not onely P/zy, but cucn Tertu!lian, 

* (amerarius maketh mcntzon of a man, who armed onely 
with certaine charmes, would yndertake to recciue vpon his 
body, without harme, bullets or ſhot out of the fiery cannon, 

He maketh alſo mention of another, who would vnder- 
rake tolay his hand vpon the mouth of the like inſtrument , 
cuen when the fire was alreadie giuen, and thereby cauſe the 
flame appearing in the mouth therof, together with the ſhot 
rhere,to ſtay, 

It is credibly written of Pythagorar, that hee was at once 
by ſeucrall parties ſeen,in the very ſame point of time, both 
in the Citic of Thurium,and the towne of Metapontum, 

Abpolloains likewiſe was tranſlated,as it were, in the twink- 
ling of aneyc,or in the ſpace of a word ſpeaking from Smyr- 
za, vnto Epheſivs, as ſome hiſtories report. That the power 
by which theſe things were done, was more then humane, 
no Reaſon can doubr, Thar alſo the voluntary acceſſion of 
theſe mens diſpoſing, or apting theſclues vnto theſe works, 
dothproue their conſent, and by conſent, ſfocietic with a Spi- 
rit, who can doubt ? ; 

But here by the way, is iuſt occaſion oftcred vnto a que- 
ſtion; namely, whether a Spirit or Diuell can cauſe or bring 
to paſle,that the ſame true body at once may bereally in two 
diſtantplaces, as it ſcemeth by this hiſtory of Pythagoras. 

Tne anſ{were hereto muſt needs in reaſon be negatiue; be- 
cauſc it is impoſſible in nature,and inthe ordinary vnchange- 
able courſe of all things by God created, that one indiuidu- 


all & continued ſubRance, or entire thing ſhould be _— 
Ca 
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deuided fromit ſelfe, and yer beit ſelfe,or poſſibly be twice, 
or be in two places , and yet bee but one andthe ſelfe ſame 
thing. 

s, ce muſt therefore rather here thinke that the diuell is a 
Iuggler,preſenting the lively ſhape & pourtraiture of Pytha- 
goras in one place, and thereto haply by his ſupernatural 
power, adding a counterfait liuehhood of ſpeech and ge- 
ſture, while the true ſubſtance is certainely and truely ſeene 
in another place. That theſe like practiſes are vſuall with 
the diuell, is apparent in many other kinds befide. Did hee 
not vadertake, Math, 4, verſe 8, vnto wiſedome it ſelfe our 
bleſſed Sauiour, to ſhew vnto him all the Kingdomes of the 
earth, a thing ſo farre out of iis reach and compaſſe, but on- 
ly by a lying and iuggling viſion ? If this he doth vnto the 
Sonne of God, how ſhall the filly ſonnes of finfull men eſ- 
cape? Itis written by ſome Authors, that the divel hath per- 
ſwaded ſome foolith Sorcerers and Witches , that hee hath 
changed their bodies and ſubſtances, into Catts, Ales, 
Birds, and other creatures, which really and indeed without 
illufion (if it benot preſumption to reaſon with the Diucll) 
15 impoſſible vnto him to doe, For there can bee no reall or 
truetranſmutation of one ſubſtance or nature into another, 
but either by creation or generation, The one is the ſole 
immediate hand of God, communicable to no creature (be- 
cauſe there cannot be two Creators ) the other is naturall, 
the finger-work and power of Godin nature,and proper to 
the nature of liuing animate creatures, notio Angels or 
Spirits, | 

Apgaine, creation is the worke of an infinire power, and 
therefore of God alone , becauſe there can be but one Infi- 
nite, whoſe nature containing all things , and contained of 
nothing, can admit noequall,no ſecond,no other, The Di- 
uell then.cannor create, That likewiſe he cannot cauſe theſc 
cranſmutations by generation, is as plaine and cujdent, be- 
cauſe a true and reall generation hath many precedent *alte- 
rations , and by little and little in ſpace oftime groweth vn- 
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to the perfeQion of thar kinde, vnto which it doth tend or is 
begotten; bur theſe ſeeming tranſmutations by the Diuell 
of the lubſtances of Men into Cattes, and the like, are ſwift 
and fodaine, in a moment , and without preparation : and 
therefore are no true , but ſeeming and juggling tranſmuta- 
tions, 
Here may be againe obiccted , that the Diuell is able to- 
worke aboue the power of Nature ; and therfore beſide and 
aboue the naturall courſe of generation, hee is able to make . 
4 theſe reall tranſmutations. It is anſwered,though the diuel 
indeed, as a Spirit,may. do, and doth many things aboue and 
' beyond the courſe of ſome particular natures : yet doth hee 
nor, nor is able torule or commaund ouer generall Nature, 
or infringe or alter her inviolable decrees in the perpetuall 
and neuer-interrupred order of all generations; neither is he 
generally Maſter of vniverſall Nature , but Nature Mafter 
and Commaunder of him, For Nature is nothing els bur the 
« Natura eſt Ordinary 2 powerof Godin al things created, among which 
ordinaria Dei the Diuell being a creature, is contained, and therefore ſub. 
poteſtas, ie ro that vniuerſa]l power. 

Scalig, For this cauſe,although aboue the power of our particular 
nature, the Diuell as a Spirit doth many things, which in re- | 
ſpe& of our nature are ſupernarurall , yetin reſpe& of the » 

ower of Nature in yniuerſall, they. arc but naturall vnto k 
himſelfe and other Spirits, who alſo are a kinde of creature ; 
contained withinthe generall nature of things created:Op- 


polite therefore , contrary , againft or aboue the generall ; 
power of Nature, hee can do nothing, Therefore, to con- ; 
clude this point, hee cannot be able to commaund or com- 3 
paſſe any generation aboue the power of Nature, whoſe 1 
power is more yniuerſall and greater then his. We wil then - 


hence conclude, that aboue and beyond the vniuerſall Na-. |! 
ture and courſe of all NO , hee cannot make a true 'F 
tranſmuration- of the faibſtance of any one creature into a- | 
nother, 


It was before proued, that it is impoſſible for him te do it 
| by . 
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by<reation, Ir is here manifeſt, that he cannot doit by any 
courſe of true generation, There can be no reall tranſmuta- 
tion of one ſubſtance into another , without either a creart- 
on or generation, Wee will therefore conclude with the 
ſaying of Saint eAnugn/tine de Cinitate Dei, lib. 18. cap. 18. 
Nec ſane Demones naturas creant , rs tenus, que a Deo 
creata ſunt , commutant, vt videantur eſſe que non ſunt : that is, 
diuels cannot create auy nature or ſubftance, but in iuggling 
ſhew or ſeeming onely , whereby with falſe ſhadowes and 
outward induced ſhapes couering thoſe things which are 
created of God, by theſe commutations they cauſe them ro 
ſceme that which they are not indeed, 

Concerning ether manifeſt iugglings and illuſions of the 
Diuell, divers authors have giuen diucrs examples, but that 
which aboue al the reſt doth moſt palpably dere him here- 
in, is a hiftory related by Toaxnes Baptiſta Porta in his ſecond 
booke de Magianatwrali, He there witnefleth, that vpon the 
Diuels ſug 5 von a Witch belecued firmely , and perſwa- 
ded her fe that all the night ſhee had rid in the ayre, ouer 
divers great Mountaines, and met inconuenticles of other 
Sorcereſſes; when the ſame night the mentioned Authour 
himſelfe, with others, had win, 47 and ſcene her all that i- 
magined time of her tranſueQis in the ayre, to be within her 
chamber profoundly ſleeping ; yea, had ſmitten her, made 
her.fleſh blue with ftrokes, and could not awake her , nor 
py wade her afterward, when ſhee was awaked that they 

ad ſo ved her,or ar all had either ſeene or beheld her. Thus 
preualent was the iuggling power of the Diuel!, 

S, Auftine de Cinitate Dei, kb, 18, doth deliver an Hiſtory 
concerning thefarher of one Preftantizs,who lying in a deep 
traunce ſoprofoundly that no meanes could awake him, did 
dreame ( as when hecawaked he did report) that hee was 
transformed into an Aﬀe, and carryed bagges or burdens of 
corne into..2 campe of Souldiers. Ar the ſame time, in the 
{ame manner, fuchs like Aﬀe as hee in dreame imagined 


himſ;lfe did bring ſuch burdens into the ſame campe. 


F 2 From 
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' From theſe examples may bee juſtly drawne aplaine de- 
monftration of the Diuels palpable iugeling and illuſion, 
which alſo may ſerue for confirmation , together with the 
reaſons before annexed vnto my tormer auſwer, concerning 
the Diuels ſeeming, or deceitful preſentation of the reall 
body of Pythagoras in two dr{tanr places at once,in the ſame 
point of rime, And from all theſe conioined and conferred, 
may be truely inferred and.coliected , that the Diuell as hee 
doth many ſ{npernaturall workes really, ſo he doth many 0 
ther by illuhon and beguiling the imagination, 

* Thelc his iugglings notwithſtanding are things alſo ſuper- 
naturall, and tricks onely poſſible to Spirits and impoſſible 
ro man. For it is impoſsible ro man to frame ſo liuely a ſee- 
ming preſence of man in one place, that ir ſhall not bee diſ- 
cerned otherwiſe then the very ſame true preſence and re- 
al ſubſtance which is really in another place, as alſo to faſten 
ſuch dreames as were befere mentioned, vpon men, and ac- 
cording to thoſe dreames to cauſe the things dreamed , by 
the witneſfe: and: teſtimony of other beholders, to bee 
brought to paſle in ſo lively likenefe and fimilitude,as can- 
not bee diſcerned and diſcouered otherwiſe then the very 
ſame that they were in dreame likewiſe belecued. 

From hence it doth alſo follow very neceſſarily, that 
what man ſocuer fhall vndertake theſe ſupernaturall iug- 
lings, which are only poſſible in the power of Spirits,and 'of 
the Diucll alone, is therby as truly.conuinced to be a Witch 
or Sorcerer, as hee that vndertaketh any of the former reall 
ſupernaturall works, or any other of thelike kinde, becauſe 
they are both and all alike proper onely to the diuell, and 
wherein man can haue no property or power , but by and 
through him, Let vs now then againe returne vnto the 
Diuels rezll ſupernatural performances and workes, ynto 
Sorcerers, from whence by the way of anſwere vnto the for- 
mer doubt , concerning Pythagoras his ſuppoſed realty-of 
bein = on@ in twoplaces, wee hauc hitherto onely di- 
grelicd,” | | | 
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Ir is written as a thing vſuall vnto many famous Magici- 
ans, Sorcerers and:/Wirches, vnto the view and fight of tome 
admitced ſpectators,to raiſe rcſemblances of the dead, which 
ſcemetha thing vedoubred by the Witch of Exdyr, raifing 
Szmueithe Prophet vnto- Saul the King before mentioned, 

In this kinde thoſe famous and renowned Witches, /Me- 
ca and Circe in old and ancient times arc reported to ex- 
cell. Hence-among the Heathen had Vecromazcie the realon 


of tie nameand yxpoy2rrtior Which is diuination by calling 


vp, or railing the dead, 

Later times haue not been behinde former times in rhe rc- 
cord of thelike: but to adde reaſon to inforce the truth of re- 
port herein; I will an{weran obiection which may be made, 
Whether in theſe apparitions there be only illuſion and ima- 
gination ; or ſome thing. truely and really yiſible vnto the 
outward ſ{enle; 

As touchiny' the reall raifng cf the dead, it is impoſiible 
vntothe limited power of the Diucll, either in the fubftance 
of body or ſoule, to reduce or bring the dead back into this 
world, orlife, or{enſe againe; becauſc1n death, by the vn- 
changeable,and vnalterable decree of God in his holy Writ, 
the body returneth into duſt from whence it came , and the 
Soule to God who gaue it, - 

Notwithſtanding,ſince the outward ſhape and figure,and 
proportion of any ſubſtance, and not the tubſtance ir ſclfe, 
or creature, is the true and naturall obic& of the eye, ac- 
cording” to the Philoſopher,who truely ſaith, Res nonwidentur, 
ſearernm ſpecies; that is, theſubſtances or things themſclues 
are not offered , nor come ynto the ſight, but onely their 
ſhape,and outward figure, as alſo for that common ſenſe 
and experience doe teach vs,thatitis athing abſurd ;and im- 
poſſible, that all thoſe bodies & ſubſtatices, which in infinite 
number wee dayly ſce, and behold really and materially in 
theircorporall ſubſtances,and dimenfions,ſhould be contai- 
nedin the ſmallbody.of the eye: for theſe cauſes (I fay). it 


is poſſible accordivg to reaſon, that the Diuell in th - 
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'poſedapparitions of the bodies and ſubſtances of dead men ; 


may preſent true;reall,and naturall objeRs, certaine and aſ- 
ſured vnto the eye and light, if he can onely preſent thereto 
the aurward lively pourtraitures, and {bapes of the ſubſtan- 
ces or bodies, though the bodies themſclues be away. That 
the Diuel can doc x 1s no doubt, For if man by Art can v- 
ſually diuide the outward ſhapes, and figures of creatures 
and ſubſtances, from the ſubſtances & creatures themſclues 
(asis apparent by the looking glaſſe) and the cunning Pain- 
ter can in another borrowed ſubſtance, ſeparated from their 


rrue,right and proper ſubflance, repreſent perfe&ly the true 


and liuely ſhape of men,and other creatures,euen when they 
are not onely abſent, and remoued in farre diſtant places, 
bur when oft-times they haue many -yeares beene ſwal- 
lowed of the graue;why ſhould it be thought impoſſible yn- 
tothe Diuell ( who certainely is more then exquiſite Apelles 
excellent) to offer and preſent ynto the eye likewiſe any 


true ſhape whatſocuer? 


If he.can offer thetrue ſhape (as is not to be doubted) he 
doth offer'a true and perfe& obict; and therefore that 
whichis truely and certainely manifeſt to ſenſe, although 
ſpeech and the motion thereof, without another viſible bo- 
die to ſuſtaine it (being impoſſible vnto ſhapes and pour- 
traitures drawne by men) be things ſupernaturall, and true- 
ly ſpirituall,which doe therefore make it a worke proper yn- 
tothe Diuvel]. 

And thus it is apparent, that the ſuppoſed apparitions 
which the Diucll doth offer of dead men, may bee cſteemed 
and reckoned among ſuch ſupernaturall workes of Diuels 
and Sorcerers,as manifeſtly are brought'to vutward ſenſe. 

Now let ys returne to view ſome otherkindesof the ſame 
workes of the ſame Authors, PERT 

It is reported by ſome Writers of worthy .zredit, that the 
bodies of Sorcereriand Witebes have becne really carried, 
and locally 'remoued' fram -pne: place into- another by rhe 
Diuecl, 79 4315 6h =" 
| And 
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And of later times (as Bartholomers ds Spina doth witnefle ) 
the inquifirms haue condemned ynto perpetual priſofi,and 
there detained Witches; who by their owne confcfhion, and 
others proofec, haue by the Diucll been tranſported into/{o 
farre diſtant places, in few houres, that afterward ic hath bin 
2 trauell of many dayes,by their owne naturall e's tO re- 
rurne againe from whence they were manifeſtly by the diuelt 
carried, o 1/4 : | 

It is athing likewiſe wrieten and wulgarly receiued; that 
Wirches are oft-times ſcene bodily zo haupe places, ficlds, 
houfes, graues, and ſepulchers, in an vni ll and miracu- 
lous manner and wondred faſhion. Theſe things, andinfi- 
mte more, whether true or no,cannot be knowne, but to him 
that doth hitmſelfe behold, and can from his owne fight a+ 
wouch thein really true, and nor imaginarie. To performe 
ſome manner of aſportation,andlocall tranſtation of the bo- 
dies of Witches and Sorcerers, it ſcemeth in reaſona thing 
whereunto the Diuell is not ynable, 

Firft, for that 3t appeareth within-the power of a Spitit,by 
the hiſtory of the Prophet Fabacue,whom the Angel carried 
by the hayre of the head, out of [x#deainto Babylon, The na- 
turall faculties and properties of a Spirit, giuen in their crea- 
tion, and by their efſentiall formes vnited vnto them, the 
Diuell doth participatewith- all.orher Spirits wharſocuer, 
though in his fall from heauen, he loſt their crue happineſſe 
and perfe& fruition in the: face and fauour of G o » his 
Creator. | 

Secondly, for that there arevndoubtedexamplesin holy 
Scripture of rhe diuels powerin the locall rranflation , not 
onely of bodies inanimate : as fire, windes, tempeſts, 
houſes ( as is apparent@mthe hiſtory of 796) and of animate 
bodies aMo, or bodies.of brute creatures(as is cuidentin the 
herds of ſwine whichhe carried headlong into-the Sea) bur © 
likewiſeof the bodies of men, as 5s cloore in the:Goſpe], 
where it is faid, that the Divelldid caftthe bodies of the pol- - 
felled ifito the middeſt of the people, If che Dijuel could caſt, , 
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or carrietheir bodics the diſtance there expreſſed ( whatſo- 
euer or how little ſo cuer it was ).it doth naanifeſtly proue 
his power, in the locall motion of mens bodies, although the 
fullextenr of his power therein bce not neceſſarily thence 
colleged. | 
/ Concerning the taking the body of our Sauiour, and ſet- 
' ting it vpon a pinacle of the Temple, I will not vrge,but doe 
conclude ypon my former reaſons ſufficiently and neceſſari- 
ly , thatthe Diuell, where God him(ſelfe doth not counter- 
mauind, or prohibite him, hath power to diſpoſe and tranſ- 
port our naturall bodies, I will not cite a. multitude of Au- 
thors herein, and from them borrow needlefle examples, 
As ſome may bee true, ſo I doe not belecuc all , and very. 
few I with truſted, where the proofe doth not manifeſtly 
excecde all exception. | 

I conclude, thart it is poſſible,that ſometimes the ſuperna- 
rural] powerof the Diuell in this kinde, as in other 3 
mentioned, may appeare vn outward ſenſe maniteſt, and 
the Witch or Sorcerer be found a: voluntarie with him. And 
as is ſaid of this kinde, ſo may be ſaid of many more beſides 
thoſe before mentioned. 

Concerning the manifeſt ſupernaturall workes done by 
Charmers, who is ignorant ? To omit the hiſtories of MMedea 
& Circe thofe 01d famous Hags , who were ſ{eenc by charmes 
immediately to cauſe praine tO wither vpon the ground; the 
currentof waters to ſtand (ll; the ftreame to runne backe 
againſt the courſe, tempeſts, raine, thunder, windes to riſc 
and fall at their word and command, for an afſured teſtimo- 
nie of the true and reall harmes, which Charmers manifeſtly 
vnto outward view and {enſe did ynto the ancient world ; 
15asyetextant ſo many hundreths of yea1es, the Law of the 
twelue iKRomane Tables, wherein was a Decree and Statute 

: -madeto-prenent and'reftraine the manifeſt wrovgs and in< 
juries of Charmers. Al/ienas Segetes ve incautato, {ai & the Law; 

. Alienas Segetes in-cantando ne \pellexeris, that is, Let no man 

charme his neighbours graine; - Let no man by charmes and 

incan- 


Charmers, 


in 
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Incantations carry away or tranſport anothers graine.Therc 
are many other true reports and records of other wonder- 
full works and ſupernaturall feates, all alike offered vntothe 
outward {ence: Their enumeration or ci:ation is not fur- 
ther needfull. It is ſufficient whatſocuer or how many ſoc- 
uer they be, that they are workes ſupernaturall, that they are 
manifeſt to ſenſe, that they are of the Diuell, and that the 
Witch or Sorcerer doth maniteſt his guilt therein, by volun- 
tary preſenting himſelfe therein, by manifeſt vndertaking 
any part or office 1n the performance or by promiſing , and 
according to promiſe cauling to come to paſſe. The reaſon 
is infallible. He that doth yndertake voluntarily, doth pre- 
ſent himſelfe and doth promiſe, and according to promiſe, 
cauſe to be performed that which is in anothers power, and 
 impoſsible vnto himſelfe , doth thereby neceſſarily and vn- 
anſwerably proouc himſelfe to haue an intereſt, a power, a 
contract with that other , which for any man to haue with 
the Diuell, is ſociety with Divels, which is Witch-craft and 
Sorcerie, And thus nath been declared, how the ſupernatu- 
rall workes of the-Diuell and Sorcerers may bee manifeſt to 
the outward ſenſe,and the true teſtimony thereof, 
An obieCtion here may be made,that many of the former 
workes may ſeeme manifeſt to the ſenſe, which indeed and 
truth are deceits of the imagination and illuſion ; and there- 
fore there can be no ſuch certainty vnto the-outward ſenſe, Things imag;. 
It is truly * anſwered, He that wanteth ſo nuwch true iudge- my 2nd cs 
ment,as todiſtinguiſh when he doth ſee a certain true obiect 0, 0 fag 
oftered vnto his ſight from without, and when he is incoun- thoſe thin»s 
tred only with a reſemblance thereof from within his fancie which a:e rcall 
and imagination, is diſeaſed in body or mind, or both, and &*rue vbictts 
therfore is no competent Tudge or witneſſe in theſe or any 0- of the fenue, 
ther weighty affaires, For he har is in health of body, and 
in the outward organes & inſtruments of ſenle, and found in 
his reaſon, iudgment,& vnderſtanding, though ſomrime the 
fogge and miſt of deceiued ſenſe , or fancy, ouerſhadow the 
Drightnes of true & yndecciued rcaſon for a ſhort time in him 
0 G yer 
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yet it cannot ſo perpetually cclipſe it, butir will recouer 
his light and true ſplendor againe, and truth wil (hine more 
excellently in the end out of that darkenefſe. This is very 
lively ſeene in the example of S. Peter, Afts 12. verſe 10.12, 
who at firſt did thinke he had onely ſeene the Angell which 
God (cnt vnto him to deliuer him out of bonds, in a dreame 
or viſion: but when afterward he was come to himſelfe, and 
his truc ſenſe and reaſon , hee then perfectly diſcerned and 
knew that he was really deliuered out of priſon by an Angel 
of God, 

If men could not certainely diſcerne betweene that : 
which they do really ſee, and that they falſely imagine in vj- 
fions,dreames and fancic,then were the life of man moſt mi- 
ſerable, there could be no certainty of truth, no excelling in ; 
knowledge or vnderftar.ding. Allmen ſhould be alike yn- 
able ro diſtinguiſh , whether we live in dreames only, or in 
wakefull deed. Bur the certain knowledge which God hath 
giuen ynto mankind in ſo infinite kindes and meaſures, doth , 
proue the eminence of reaſon and ynderſtanding aboue the 
mtanglements and depreſsionif tenſe and fancie, 

There remainerh as yer another doubt, which is, how ' 

thoſe things which before were mentioned to be fpirituall 

& ſupernaturall can be ſubie&t in reaſon vnto outward fenſe 

or be knowne thereby, howſocuer by the former examples, 

1t doth lo ſceme. It is true that a Spirit ana Spirituall work 

ſimply in it felfe in the owne nature and ſubRance, cannot 

be ſcene by any bodily eyes, or be deprehended by any out- 

ward ſenſe, 

Notwithſtanding, as they doe mixe themſclues with bo- 

EO &dily "ſubſtances, which are ſubic& to ſenſe, by accident Spi- 
"SpiritUs i [;rs,and ſpiritual operations,are ecrtainely tryed and diſco« © 
it. a | Snape Pe : ag by y bs | 
RET >= © 9 oi veredeuen vnto ſenſe, For how is it poſsible that a Spirit ; 
itriszemoti ſhould mixc it ſelfe in corporall things, but the diſcrepant 
ope:ibus coa- nature thereof,and mighty difference,nauſt produce and be- F 
ouk get ſome great apparent alteration , which alteration being $ 
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ſuperiour nature inthe other ? For illuſtration hereof, let vs 
borrow an inſtance from one of the forenamed manifeſt Sor. 
ceries, Water is turned into bloud by a Spirituall power. 
The eye doth manifeſtly ſee the water,and as apparently af- 
ter ſee the bloud,, andisa true and LATTE witneſle of 
both. Reaſon-and common ſenſe doe know the tran{mutati- 
on to proceed from an inuifible power , which appearing in 
viſible bodies, is by them apart ſeene, and doth dere&t an 
inuifible Author, becauſe an immediate effe&t manifeſted 
to ſenſe, doth neceſlarily in nature proue rhe immediate 
cauſe, though hidden and vnknowne to ſenſe, That inuiti- 
ble and ſpirituall chings may, by thoſe things which are vi- 
ſible and bodily,be conceiued and difcerned, the holy Scrip- 
ture doth witneſle in theſe words of S. Par, Rom.x,verſe 20. 
The inviſible things of God (ſayth he) are ſeene by the vi- 
ſible things , or by his workes in the creation of the world, 
which are viſible, 


It may be here demaunded, ſince it is the propertie of the 


Diuel, in his ſeeming miraculous contriuements and actions 
(though a limited and finite abie& creature of God) yer to 


indenour to counterfeit & imitate the moſt high and migh- 


tieſt workes of wonder of the infinite Creator , thereby to 


magnifie, deifie, and equal! himſelfe vnto God in vnbelee= 
ving and ſeduced hearts : Since, I ſay, this is his property, 
how ſhall the fraile vnderſtanding and capacity of man di- 
Rtinguiſh the maruailes of the diuel], ſo lively reſembled 
thereto, from the true miracles , and truly miraculous works 
of God, that thereby with more facility,and lefſe confuſion, 
induſtrious mindes may diſcouer the proper works and as 
of the Diuel, and his affociates, Enchaunters, Witches,and 
Sorcerers? Firſt, the true miracles of God being tranſcen- 
dent aboue all cteated power,and the immediate effe&s on- 
ly of a creating vertue, Almighty God for his ſole good will 
and pleaſure doth yſually and ener diſpenſe by i hands 
and through the adminiſtration of holy men , Prophets and 
eApoFtles manifcfily called of God, Secondly, the end and 

| G 2 ſcope 
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ſcope of Gods myracles,direMly-and mainely ayme and are 
bent 8t the glory of God, and the benefit of his people, not 
vnto any priuate end, any particular vaine end,tending to ſa. 
uisfaction of private luſts and curioſitie. 

For this cauſe the holy Apoſtles vſed the gift of myracles 
not ynto any other ends, then ynto the confirmation of that 
holy Goſpel, which they preached and publiſhed from God, 
neither did they thercin aſcribe ought vnto their own praiſe 
/ orglory,but ſolely, vnto the praiſe and glory of God,and the 

good of his Church, 

That this was their true end,and ought to be the ſcope and 
end of all that receive the power of niyracles fromG o », 
S. Paul doth witneſle and teach, 1.Cor.chap.1 2.verſ, 4,5,6,7. 
Now thercare (ſaith hee) diucrſities of gifts, but the ſame 
Spirit - and there are diuerſities of adminiſtrations, but the 
ſame Lord : and there are diuerſitics of operations, but God 
1s the ſame which worketh allin all. But the manifeſtation of 
the Spirit is given to cuery man to profit withall, ; 

Itis from hence mavifeſt,that if any myracles proceed from 
God as Author, they are diſpenſed by men, ſanQtified by 
God,and who can and are able to,prouc & iuſtific their war- 
rant from God: as allo that theſe men of God doſolely pro- 
feſle and bend them vnto the glory of God, and the weale of 
his Church, This then. is the ſquare and infallible rule by 
which all myracles doe ſtand ot fall, and are approued either 
to be of God,or conuinced to be of Diuels, 

Let vs then conclude this point, with that excellent & di- 
vine ſaying of ThHeophiatt,ypon the 9.chap, of S. Lake. Prad:- 
catio miracults (3 miracula preaicatione ſanciuntur, Multi enim 
ſepe macula ediderunt per Damones ſed eorum doitrina non erat 
ſana,quamobrem eorum miracula non extiterunta Deo. Thatis, 
the word of God doth eſtabliſh & confirme the truth of my- 
racles, and myraclesratifie and confirme the authoritic aud 
truth of the word. Formany haue done myracles by the-po- 
wer of the divel, but their doctrine was corrupt & not ſound; 
and therefore their myracles were not of God, Whereſocuer 
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therefore myracles or ſupernaturall works ſhall dare to ſhew 
their heads, not contained within thofe limits or compaſle, 
that is neither proued immediately from God himſelfe, nor 
mediately by him reuealed in his writ 8 word of truth, they 
are juſtly to be ſuſpected to iſſue from the enemies of God ,/ 
the Diucll, and ewll Spirits, and therefore their Authors 
ought to be accomptant therin vnto Iuſtice, and all religious 
miniſters and ſeruants of God and Iuſtice, inthe moſt itri& 
and ſcuere extent of Lawe, And thus much concerning the 
manifeſtation of the ſupernatura}l workes of Witches and 
Sorcerers,vnto or through the outward Senſe. 
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CHAP, VI - 
The workes of the Dinell or Witches manifeſt to Reaſon, or conſe- 
quence of Reaſon, 


«4 
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' Lidoubts being cleared,it hath vndoubtedly appea- 

red how ſupernacurall and ſpirituall workes arc ap- 

parent to ſenſe, It now followeth to declare, how 

likewiſe they are cuident to Reaſon, or neceſſary to conſe- 
uence of Reaſon, 

Thoſe things are ſaid to be proper” obieCts of Reaſon and 
vnderſtanding:which,being remote fro the immediate view 
or notice of the outward ſenſes, are grounded ypon vniuer- 
fall and intellectuall knowne poſitions, propoſitions, and 
certaine & vndoubted general notions, by neceflary colleCti- 
ons,or raciocinations, That we may build the foundation of 
this our Reaſon or Raciocination vpon the infallible truth of 
Gods holy Word which ſhall neuer be ſhaken : let vs for the 
detection of Witches and Sorcerers, by reaſon, .and conſe- 

uence of reaſon, ſyllogiſe direQly and immediately from | 
God himlelfe, | | Ho 

Thus ſaith Almightie God, Iſaiah chap. 8. verfer9. And 

when they ſhall ſay ynto you, Enquire of thoſe that haue a 


Spirit of Diwination, and at-the South-ſayers; which. mur- | 
G:3 : mUre.< 


Angeli boni 
non poſſunt 
peccare, Per, 


Lomb.d.7.1i. 2 


'This doth . | 
\egondemne that knowledge in man, arc Sorcerers, Witches, and South- 
white Magick ſayers, 
or Theourgia, 
whichisſup- 


poled or pre- 
tended conte- 
rence with 
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mure and whiſper , ſhould not a people enquire of their 
God? Vnder this interrogatiue(ſhould not a people inquire 
of their God?) is vndeiſtood this affhrmatiue ; A people 
ihould enquire of no other Spirit, but of their God alone, 
From this holy text and writ, reaſon doth aſſume and col- 
lect neceflarily, and truely, 
Firſt, that many things are hidden from the knowledge of 


man, which are reuealed vnto the ſcience and knowledge of 


Spirits, Otherwiſe neither would man aske or enquire of 
Spirits (as hath been vſuall in all ages) neither ſhould God 
haue occaſion here to forbid the enquiring at Spirits. That 
the ignorance alſo of man in things knowne to Spirits,is the 


true, Firſt and originall motiue or reaſon for enquiring at 
Spirits, 1s very plaine by the words of King Sawl, 1.Sam. 
chap. 28, verſe 15. God 1s departed from me (ſaith he ) vnto 
the viſion of Samuel, raiſed by the Diuell, and an{wereth me 
no more, neither by Prophets, neither by dreames : therfore 
hauc I called thee, thac thou mailt tell mee what I ſhould 
doe. 

Here is a manifeſt graunt of knowledge in Spirits aboue 
men, Secondly,reaſon doth hence collect, that all Spirits 
that doe ſuffer themſelues to be enquired at, are evill Spirits, 
and therefore Diuels; becauſe Almightie God hath here ex- 
preſſely forbidden the enquiring at any other Spirit beſide 
himſelfe : and therefore good and holy Spirits will not, nor 
*can not diſobey the commandewent of God, nor counte- 
nance or aſſiſt men in ſo doing, Thicdly,reaſon doth neceſ{a- 
rily hence conclude, that ſuch men as are enquired at for re- 
uelations of things hidden from the skill and poſſibilitic of 


The conſequence and inference of this reaſoh: is iuſt ; for 
that to promiſe thoſe things, or to yndertake thoſethings 
which are out of their owne knowledge, and folcly and pro- 


perly in the knowledge of Spirits and Diuels, doth mani- 
good Spirit feſt]y prouc inthe performance, their intercft, ſocietic, and 
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eontract with Spitits and Diuels, which is Sorcery and 


Witch-crafr. 

It may bee here obiectcd, that there are ſome men who 
afte& to be reſorted ynto, and to bee enquired at in things 
ſuppoſed hidden from the knowledge of man, and to be re- 


puted able vnto ſuch Reuelations, though haply they pra- 


ctife to decceiue, vnder the colour or prerence, of ſuch abi- 
litie, 

Itis iuſtly hereto anſwered, that this their preſumption 
ought to be ſeuerely enquired into, whether it doe taſte of 
ought that is diabolicall, ofthe Diuell, or tupernaturall: and 
if nothing ſo doe, yetin this grand cauſe of God himſelte, 
the religious icalouſie of the prudent Magiſtrate ought to 
puniſh their preſurnption, which dare aftect to vndertake the 
name ornote of a finne, ſo odious and abominable vnto Al- 
mightic God, Letvs for better impreſſion, againe repeate 
and iterate thoſe things whichwere colle&ed out of che pro- 
pounded text, 

Firſt,that there is knowledge in Spirits of things hidden, 
and ſeparated from the knowledge of man. 

Secondly, that ſuch Spirirs as are enquired at, and doe re- 
ueale ſuch knowledge vnto man, are Diuels, 

Thirdly, that men which doe practiſe to be enquired at 
for ſuch ſuppoſed Reuelations , ought not onely to be iuſtly 
ſuſpected, and inquired into, but that if they be found there- 
withall,to know and reveale thoſe things, which are indeed 
and really aboue and beyond the knowledge ofhman, and 
areproperly and onely inthe power of Spirits; that then this 
doth infallibly proue their intereſt, power, and ſocietic with 
Diuels, which js certaine and aſſured. Sorcery and Witch- 
craft, 

And thus hath reaſon drawne a demonſtration out of the 
booke of God, of a certaine Witch, and manifeſt Sorcerer, 
Let vs now exerciſe our {clues in the conſideration, exami- 
nation, and tryall of ſome particulars herein. . 


Who hath not heard of the name and mention of that fa- 
| mous - 
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mous and renowmed Britiſh Wiſard Merlin, and of his high 
and greateſtecme among Princes for his propheſies? Vnto 
his fore-{ight and predictions, from many fore-going ages, 
theſucceſles and cuents of divers Princes affaires, in their ſe- 
ucrall raignes, haue been yſually by diuers times and hiſto- 
ries referred, 

For this cauſe Maſter Camaer, in the deſcription of Caer- 
marden-(hire, doth terme him the Tages of the Britans, 

Speede in his traftate of the ancient Inhabitants of great 
Britane; as alſo of the life of Aurelins, eAmbroſius, and of the 
raigne of King hn, and of Heyry the fourth, doth out of 
Aalmesbary, and others, recite diucrs accidents & euecnts, 
in ſeuerall lucceeding ages,vnto his oraculous and miracu= 
lous illuminations, aſcribed to haue beeneforeſcene, fore- 
told,and knowne, 

If there be truth in thoſe Oracles, and-ancient fore-ſeeing 
Reuelarions, they doe neceſſarily inferre the aſſiſtance of a 
power,farre ſuperiour ynto all the power of man. Therefore 
whoſocucr doth finde them true, muſt conclude their Au-« 
thor a Witch or Sorcercr. Neither hath the generall recep- 
ti0n, or opinion of Authors, been here-from different, who 
haue publiſhed him the ſonne of an [ncubas, or the ſonne of 
a Witch, begotten by the Diuell, As it is ſaid of this ancient 
time-noted,and age-yiewed Sorcerer 3 ſo may be teftified of 
many other, 

What ſhall wee iudge of thatinfamous woman, among 
the French called Joaxe of Arc,by others [eane Pucell de Dieu? 
John de Serres, the French hiſtorian,dorh report, that ſhee had 
many miraculous Reuelations, whereof the King (then 
Charles the ſeuenth)and all his armie and men of warre,were 
open wondering witnefles, and iu thoſe reuelations for the 
moſt part,there was found no lefle wondrous truthythen true 
wonder, 

By her {ole incouragement,and ſont afſurance of ſucceſſe, 
built ypon miraculous reuelations, the French proſperouſly 
jacountred the yictorious Engliſh in France , at ſeuerall 

times, 
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times, and againſt all humane reaſon, recouered their inrea- 
ſon-ynrecouerable, and moſt deſperate ſtanding, euen neere 
vntothe pit of viter downefall, with more then ynſpeake- 
able amazement and terrour,vnto the ſodainely confounded 
Engliſh, | 

Nocwidhfirading at leygth ſhee was taken priſoner by 
the Engliſh, executed and burnt for her Witch-craft, What 
{hall wee ſay or iudge of other thelike Authors, and broa- 
chers of ſupernaturall reuelations and predictions in other 
times? The fore-mentioned Hiſtorian reporteth, that a Wi- 
ſard foretold Duke Biron of his death, and that he ſhould 
dye by the backe blow of a Burguignon, who afterward pro- 
ued his Executioner, being that Countrey man, 

Aelantton ont of Carion doth recite the mention of a wo- 
man, of the order of the Druides among the Twngri , who 
foretold Diecleſian that hee ſhould be Emperour of Rome, 
when he had firſt killed a Boare , which prooucd afterward 
one Aper, then an Vſurper , whichin the Latine tongue ſig- 
nifteth a Boare, | 

Smuetonixs writeth of a Diuinour , who loug before was a- 
ble to make knowne the death, and the manner of the death, 
and murder of 1ulins Ceſar. 

Philippe de Commines,in his 8. Book, Chap, 19, doth make 
mention of one Frier Hiezome,and of his many admirable re- 
uelations & predictions, concerning the aftaires of the king 
of France, which as from the Friers owne mouth, he himſelfe 
did oft heare, ſo with his owne eyes he did witnefle and be- 
hold their iſſue true, It was diſputed whether in theſe tran(- 
cendent reuelations the Frier were a man of God or no, and 
it is doubtfully there concluded. 

In theſe like revelations and prophecies reaſon cannot de- 
ny , but muſt acknowledge the manifeſt imprefſion and 
ſtampe, of more then humane Science or demonſtration, It 
we defire or affe& more ſpecially to viewe what our owne 
Hiſtories at home aftord': who can deny him a Wiſard, or 


Witch, who as Mr, Speede and others teſtifie,in the reigne of 
H Richard 


- Cpeede. 
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Richard the Vſurper forctold , that vpon the ſame ſtone 
where hee daſhed his ſpurre , riding toward Boſworth fielde, 
he ſhould dafhihis head in his returne : which proucd accor- 
dingly true, when being flaine in battell, he was carryed na- 
ked out of the field, and his head hanging low by the horſe 
de behinde his bearer did {mite ypon the ſame tone in re- 
paſlage, where before in paſlage he had ſtrooken his heele 
and ipurre, 

What can be deemed lefle of the Author of that prophe- 
cic in Edward the fourth; that is,that *G. ſhould murder kin 
Edwards heires, which G. vnderſtood of the Dake of Gloce- 
ffer, waStoo true, 

How can helikewiſe eſcape the juſt ſupition of the ſame 
foule crime, from whom originally or firſt was deriued that 
prophecie or prediction in Herry the fift,, .concerning his 
ſonne , as yet then vnborne, videlicet, rhat what Henry of 
Monmonththould winne (which was Henry the fift.) Henry 
of Jizdſor ſhould loſe (which was Henry-the fix and his 
{onne) as it after came truly to paſle? 

But here may bee obieed, that ſince it is ſayd by God 
himſclte, that no man ought to aske of any other Spirit, but 
of Godalone, things hidden and vnreucaled to men, 1ſa.8, 
verſe 19, before alleaged; and fince for that cauſe it isnot to 
be doubred,that many things may be reucaled by God ynto 
-->en,for this cauſe and realon(I ſay)it may be deemed & ob- 
iced, that ſome of the former reuelations and prophecies 
may be tree frora the imputation of Witch-craft, & Sorcery. 

It is vnan{werably anſwered to this abie&tion : Fuſt, that 
all the reuclations and prophecies which are of God,are cucr 
publiſhed by holy Prophets and men of God, immediately 
called by .God himſclfe vnto thele their holy funtions and 
places, Secondly, thoſe holy veſſels, holy Saints and ſer- 
uants of God, which are the publiſhers of Gods reuelati- 
ons or prophecies, doecuer auouch and openly profefle God 
himſelte. ro bee Authour thereo??7 rom whom they onely 


clayme , and openly proclaims their immediate and cxpreſle 


warrant 
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warrant and commiſſion , as appeareth by all the prefixions 
of their prophecies : Thus ſfayth-the Lord, The word of the 
Lord, The burden of the Lord, The reuclation of Ieſus 
Chrift,and the like. Thirdly, the reuclations and prophecies 
which are thus derived and ſent from God, carry in them- 
ſclues ſome manifeft ſtampe of their authority and power 
from God, in ſome tfruites or efte&s correſpondent and an- 
{werable to the nature, wil and pleaſure of<30d, and are di- 
rectly and originally bent and intended vnto the glory of 
God,and the publike wele & good of his Church &people. 

By theſe notes and infallible markes of Gods holy pro- 
phecics andreuelations, may be cuidently diſcerned a cleere 
difference and diſtinRtion thereof from diucliſh predidtions, 
and Sorcerous prognoſtications, which therefore cannot 
ihrowde or hide themiſelues vnder colour or pretenſe therof, 
being duely and rightly expended, 

It may be yet further obiected, that ſome learned and tru- 
ly religious ſeruants of God (though no publike Miniſters 
of Propheticall functions or callings ) haue had ſometimes 
their ſpecial reuelatiss of ſome particular things,in which it 
werenot only manifeſtly injurious, bur plainly & extremely 
ridiculous to accompt them Witches. It is true, and cannor 
be denycd that Almighty God ſometimes, by dreams, ſome- 
times by ſecret prodigies doth admoniſh ſome his priuate 
ſeruants, good and holy men, of ſome things to come, for 
their own priuate & retired reformation, information or bet- 
ter preparatio; but that any prophecies or reuelations can be 
of God, that are obſcurely whiſpred or caſt abroad by any vn 
warranted or profane Authors , without any manifeſt war- 
rant,comilsion,or authority from God,in the vpright iudge- 
ment of all men that truly worſhip & feare the rrye God, the 
the God of hoſtes, is much irreligion and profane credulity 
tro anouch or afhrme. Nay,it isaltogether contrary and con- 
tradifory, & therfore impoſsible ro God his miraculous re- 
uclations, viſions & ptophecies, ordinarily, or commonly to 
ſerue or wait vpon the ordinary ends or v{es of priuate men, 
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fince all true miracles and miraculous reuelations are cuer in 
their proper nature and true end, ſolely attendant vpon God 
his immediate commaund and word, vnto his extraordinary 
workes, To make it therefore ordinary, ora thing common 
or of cuſtomary practice, to foretel| or gue prediction of 
things to come, muſt neceſſarily proccede from the Diuell, 
fince the gift of true propheſic, and the Spirit of true reuela- 
tion is not {ubicctcd ro the common or viuall intentions of 
men; neither can profit or commodity or ſale be made there- 
of by men at their pleature , as is not vnwonted with all the 
dilciples of Simon Mags , Sorcerers and Witches, in their 
markets and fayres made of their prophecies and reuclati- 
ons, | 
If then theſe whiſpered reuelations cannot be of God, 
then are they neceſlarily of the Diuell, If they procced from 
the Diuell, then by an incuitable concluſion, thoſe men are 
his inſtruments or organs, by whom or through whom the 
originally lowe, or are deriued vnto men and publiſhed, 
It may be yer further obieCted , that in men poſſeſſed by the 
Diuell, as were thoſe men in thie Goſpell , whoſe bodies the 
Diuell did really rend and teare (in whom he did roare and 
cric out) whom he caſt into the middeſt of the people. It may 
be (I ſay) obiected, that in thoſe poſleſſed and the like, there 
may bce reuealed many things hidden from men, without 
the imputation or iuſt opinion of Witch-craft or Sorcerie in 
them. 

That this may bee, is manifeſt in the Goſpell, where the 
-Diuel in the poſſefled vttered words of knowledge then hid- 
den from men, but by extraordinary revelation, when he ac- 
knowledged our Saviour to be Its vs the Sonne of the li- 
uing God, This could not in any poſſibility of mans reaſon 
bee knowne ynto the poflefled , becauſe it was then but in 
part reucaled ynto the Diſciples themſelnes,who were as yet 
but learners themſelues and Scholers of that diuinitic; nei- 
ther had the naturall man, or the world as yet ſo much as ta- 
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The like may be obieQed concerning thoſe that are obſcl- 
ſed. I call them obſefed, in whoſe bodies outwardly appea- 
ring no extraordinarie {1gnes or tokens of the Dinels corpo - 
rall prefidence, or* reſidence in them {as was in the pofſeſ{ed 
manifeſt) yer are their mindes, ynderſtanding, wils,and rea- 
ſome palpably obſerued to bee beſieged, captined and in- 
chanted, by an extraordinary and more then naturall, or ra- 
ther an infernall 1nuaſion of the Diuels illuftons, for the mag- 
nifying and aduancing whereof, the Diuell doth oft-times 
mix and temper them with ſome rare and wonderfull reuela- 
tions, by orthrough the obſeſſed deliucred, 

From theſe obieCtions both concerning the poſſeſſed, and 
alſo the obſeſſed, doth iſſue a neceſlary ſequel, that prophe- 
cies and reuclations are not alwaies inſeparable teſtimonies 
of a Witch, 

Itis truely hereto anſwered, that foly and ſimply reuela- 
tions are not ſufficient euidences, or conuictions of a Witch, 
or Sorcerer, but with difference and diſtin&ion, 

Supernaturall reuelations vnrequiredly transfuſed and 
transferred by the Diue), doe not proue the perſons in whom 
they are found, to bee their owne free or defirous Agents in 
conſent therein, bur rather properly and truely the Diucls 
Patients, and therefore it cannot bee their guilt, but his in- 
truſion, viurpation, and inſidiation : but ſupernaturall reue- 
lations, in which any man ſhall knowingly,and deliberately 
conſult with, or inquire at a knowne Spirit, and inioyying 
the free libertie of his will, net depratied or corrupted by il- 
lufions or diſeaſes, ſhall with confent or allowance thereof 
entertaine, cornmerce conference or affiſtance of Spirits vnto 
that purpoſe ; ſuch reuelations(T ſay )whereſocuer truely and 
duely dete&ted, doe demonſtratiuely and infallibly point ou 
a Witch or Sorcerer, IT”) 

Although therefore the poſſeſſed, or obſeſſed,are iuſtly ac- 

quite in their reuelations and prophecies, becauſe tranſmit- 
ted or ſent neo 19 and ynknowingly vnto them, yer 


Cannot the Witch or Sorcerer bee any thingat all aduanta- 
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ed, or cleared in his rcuelations, which are cuer deteQed to 
be both by him afte&ed (as is proued by his mercmarie ſale 
therot') and allo fore-thought and premeditate, as is cuident 
by his promiſed and couenanted vndertaking thereof,accor- 
ding to conditions or agreement, | 
All obiections ia" 4wy doubts and impediments remo- 
ued, let vs build a neuer-deceiuing,and inuiolate conclulion 
ooncerning Witches, vpon this neuer-failing nor ſhaken 
foundation : that is, all ſuperraturall reuelations or prophe- 
cies whatſocuer,that ifue not either immediately, and mani- 
feftly from God himſclfe (the proofe and touchſtone where- 
of hath vecn before touched, and brictely declared) or from 
tic Diuecllin the ignorant poſlefled or obſeſſed, or are not 
counterfeit 3nd jimpoſturous(which is likewiſe elſe-where in 
the due place con{:dered) all other reuelations (I ſay)whag- 
 ſocuer, not exceptednor included in one of theſe, are yn- 
doubtedly ifluing from Witches and Sorcerers, and are 
certaine and demonſtratiue proofes and cuidences of Witch- 
craft and Sorcery, in whom they are originally firſt dete- 
Qed. And thus how Reaſon doth cull and draw forth a 
Witch or Sorcerer, hath cuidently becne clcared and.de- 
clarcd. 


GCHAP, VAIL 


J X . 
Of diners kindes and manners , wherein Soreccers and Witches 
receine knowledge from Spirits, 


S Almightie God hath out of the Text before men- 
tioned, /ſaiah 8, in genera}l made cuident,who is.in- 
fallibly a Witch or Sorcerer : ſo hath he in other pla- 
ces of Scripture manifeſted ſome of their ſeucrall kindes, ac- 
cording to the different ſhapes and formes,in which they do 
enquire at Spirits for their knowledge and reuclations, 
This is apparent outof the 18..chap. of Dexteronowic, verſe 
| 10, Let 


y 
4 
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10. Letnone be found amongſt you that vieth Witchcraft. 
What Witch-craft is, was before out of the Prophet 1ſaiah 
declared. | 

Now in this place dothfollow the enumeration of ſome of 
the ſpecial orparticular ſhapes in which they ſhrowde them- 
ſclues, Let none bee found among you ( ſaith the Prophet ) 
that victh witch-craft:and immediatly afcer doth adde thoſe 
particular formes in which they enquire : A regarder of 
times: a marker of the flying of fowles: a Charmer : a Sooth= 
ſayer, or that asketh counſell of the dead. As therefore be- 
fore we proued, thatthe infallibletrue note of a Witch in 
7enerall,and in common vnto all Witches,and Sorccrers, of 
what kinde ſo cuer, is to bee enquired atin things hidden 
from men (as is likewiſe by thoſe words of Sar! apparent, 
Sam 1. chap. 28.wverſe-7. Secke mee a woman that hath a fa- 
miliar.Spiric,that I may goe to herand aske of her :) ſo here 
in this text are reckoned vp ſome of their ſeuerall ſhapes, by 
which in true & ſourd reaſon,and the due con{equent there- 
of ,we may con{ider and colleC&t many other, though nor here 
numbred, or mentioned, '- 

For ſince the common and inſeparable figne or marke of 
Witches is certainely made knowne to bee , the practice of 
reucaling vnto men that enquirethoſe things which are hid- 
den from men, and onely reuealed by Spirits : it followeth 
by neceſlarie conſequent, that not onely thoſe which are: 
here ſpecially nominated,in that ſhape of marking of the fly= 
ing of towles,or of charming,or of raiſing the dead, bur all 
other whatloeuer, in what other ſhape fo euer that is, hath 
or can be.deuiled, that ſhall bee found to praGtiſe or ynder- 
taketo be enquired at, and'to giue anſwere and reuelation 
of things ſeparated fromthe knowledge of man, and which 
God hath hidden from men, and therfore hath forbidden by- 
Spirits to be made knowne to mew all ſuch (I ſay) in What 
ſhape fo euer,as well in theſe kindes bere named, are,accor- 
cingto the generaltnote of a Witch; to be wedged Witches 


and SOrcerers, 
F os 


Aſtrologers, 
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For as the holy Scripture hath nominated and pointed out 
vnto vs ſome few kindes, as alight onely ynto all thereſt : ſo 
may common experience by theſe bring others ynto our 
view, andall ages haue ypon the records of time and hiſto- 
ry, left vnto ſucceeding poſteritie, many memorable and fa- 
mous Witches, not onely in theſe ſhapes and formes ſhrows- 
ded, which are here meation, but in many other. 

Befides thoſe kindes therefore, which here the holy Scrip- 
ture hath nominated, let vs take a ſhort view of ſome other, 
which arc in other ſhapes found (fince all are in their comon 
kinde and nature the ſame.) It is no ſtrange thing, that in 
the ſhape, and vnder the pretenſe of 4ftrologie, tome men 
haue hidden lorcerous practice,and performing vnder the co- 
lour thereof ſuch things as were onely in the power of Spi - 
rits, have thereby clecrely manifeſted, that they derived and 
borrowed them of Spirits. Saxo Grammatic, in his hiſtorie 
de rebus Danicts, doth make mention of a ſort of Wiſards, 
who would yndertake for gaine,to forctell the certaine ſtate 
and conſtitution of weather to come ſo afluredly, that they 
would yſually ſell vnto Marchants proſperous and fortunate 
windes, when by aduerſe and oppoſite gales they were de- 
teyned from their intended voyage. 

This kinde of Sorcerer may very rightly be referred vnto 
that which in the 18. Demt, verſ. 10, is noted by a regarder 
of times, which perhaps may alſo not ynaptly be vnderſtood 
a Magicall AStrologer. His performance aboue the nature and 
power oft his Art, of that which is onely in the power of a 
Spirit, doth both dete& the Diuel to be chiefe Auchor of the 
works, and the other to be alſo guilty to the worke. 

That the profeſſors of Aſtro/ogie haue in former ages vnto 
Aſtrologie ioyned this diueliſh skill and cuſtome ; as alſo 0- 
therkindes of Diabolicall Diuinations, plainely doth ap- 
peare, | 

Firſt, by the word of God, Daniel 2. verſe 2, wherewith 
the Aſtrologers, the Caldeans, Magicians, Sorcerers and En- 
chanters are conioyned. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, it doth.appeare by the Lawes, which by the 


Romane Emperours were prouided againſt rhemiointly to- 
gether, with Caldeans, Magicians, and Southſayers. The 
words of one ancient Law are, Nemo Aruſpicem conſulat, aut 
Mathematicum, nemo Ariolum,Caldewms, Magums ; that is, 
let it bee enacted or ordered that no man aske counſell of a 
Southſayer, a Mathematician, an Aſtrologer, a Caldean, a 
Magician. | 
Dion inthe 27. booke of Hiſtory ; doth make mention 
of Aſtrologers, who by diueliſh skill practiſed and yſed to 
ſend the Diuell co preſent *dreames vynto men in their ſleep; *This kinde of 
for which cauſe Tberizs the Emperor reuenged himſelfe yp- Diucliscalled, 
on ſuch Aſtrologers, though otherwiſe himſelfe a great CVE C9 TOMS «, 
friend and louer of Aſtrologie, Sir Chriftopher Heydon in his 
' defence of iudiciall Aſtrologic , doth out of Ofiander recite 
. this diſtinCtion of Aſtrologie : * Atrologia pura que nihil habet * Page 27 
de Magia, thatis, Aſtrology that is not mixed, nor inter- 
meddleth with Magicke. Wherby is neceflarily concluded, 
that Aſtrology may be,and ſometimes is impure and defiled 
with Magicke and Sorcerie, In other places of the ſame 
worke, he maketha difference betweene Aſtrologers * fim- * Page 29 
ply,and ſuch as with Aſtrologie ioined Magicke, And out of 
Brentins he reciteth thele words, Non negat Hrerimias eam par- 
tem Aſtrologie,que ſequitur manifeſt as natyre rationes ; that is, 
the Propher /eremy doth not deny or condemne that part of 
Aſtrology, which is guided by manifeſt reaſon or cauſein 
nature, Hereby then is ynauoidably concluded, that the Pro- 
het of God codemneth that part of Aſtrology, which excce- 
/ deth cauſes & reaſon in nature, & that neceſſarily muſt needs 
be Sorcery and Magicke. As it is not obſcure,that ſome men 
vnder the colour of Aſtrology haue practiſed Magicke aud 
þ- Sorcery 3 ſois itno lefſe euident,that many others, vnder the 
pretenſe of adviſing and counſelling in Phyſicke of curation 
or prognoſtication of diſeaſes, hauc likewiſe exerciſed the 
ſame diueliſh practice, 


That this hath beene nonew ypſtart cuſtome, the multi- 
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eude of diſeaſes , which ancient times doe regiſter tohaue 
been cured by enchaunted Spels, and words, and Magicke 
Skill, dothplentifully witneſle, The moſt ancient father of 
all Phyſicke and Phyficions, the incomparable worthy foun- 
* fipp. l\bro derof Method and Art, a Hippocrates, Þ Dieſcor:des, © Theo- 
"5+ phrafizs, with other ſucceeding Ancients, do generally all ac- 
d Dioſcor. lib. knowledge the force and power of Aagicall curation, Galen 
2, Cap. 102, in his younger time gaue no credit thereto, but in the more 
* Theophraſt* aged 4 experience of right obſeruatis he doth acknowled oe 
de _ Plant. jr, I will not ſtuffe this ſmall Treatiſe with the particular ci- 
_—_ tation of euery Author, Later Phyſicians alſo of the beſt and 
4 Galenus lib. 10ſt choyſe note, doe herein, with tormer ages conſe nt and 
deMedica He. concurre, and experience doth confirme aftruth in both, 
meri tractae Whoſoeuer is acquainted with books and reading,ſhal e- | 
ah-22008 uery where meet a world of the wonders of cures, by words, 
by lookes, by ſignes, by figures, by charaQers, and ceremo- 
nious rites, As what the practice of former ages hath beene 
is manifeſt; ſo what our age and Jater time ; rh herein af- 
ford,is almoſt no where in this kingdome obſcure, The nee- 
reſt ynto that impudence , which here in this our time doth 
produce and ſer forth, is that hiſtory of a Germane Witch, re- 
ported in the Malleus Maleficarum-. | 
There was (as the Author of that worke ſayth) ſometime 
a Sorcereſſe in Germany, who vſually cured not only all that 
were bewitched,but all kinde of diſeaſed people,ſofarre be- 
yondall power or courſe of Art and Nature, and with ſuch 
facility, that all vſc of the Art of Phylicke, or of Phyficions 
was altogether (for atime) neglected and forſaken; while 
people from all Countries , both ncere and remote, inſuch 
numbers and frequence reſorted vnto her, thatthe Gouer- 
nour of that Countrey impoſing vpon euery man one penny - 
that reſorted ynto her,thereby raiſed himſelfe a mighty trea- 
ture. | 
What others among the moſt ancient Authors, that are 
not Phyficians do A conccraing the power of incanta- 


tions inthe curing of diſcaſes isncedlefle-to write, Hee that g 


hath ; 
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hath read any few lines of old Homer, or of diuers other a goed 
Poets,fhall finde plentifull record hereof. Heredorrs is not (i- 
lent herein, Butto omit all their needleſle teſtimonies,Phy- 
ſicians of theſe laſt times, of the moſt eminent note & worth 
(whoſe pennes are yet ſcarce drie ) doe witneſle the truth 
hereof from their owne knowledge , fight and experience. 
Abouethe reſt, Ferneliu de Abaitis rerum cauſis is worthy any 
mans paines or view, 

Let vs now laſtly ſee what may bee colleRed out of the 
booke of God, concerning the power of the Diuell in cu- 
ring diſcaſes, from whom all cheſc inferiour Agents, Wit- 
ches and Sorcerers do deriue their power and skill, If it bee 
in his power, where God doth permit, to induce diſeaſes, it 
muſt needes be in his power to ceaſe or calme diſeaſes; be- 
cauſe both cauſing and curing conlift in the vertue and force 
of the ſame meanes. He therefore that knoweth how and 
by what cauſc the diſcaſe is induced, doth neceſſarily ynder- 
and, that by the remouall of that cauſe it is cured, and ac- 
cording to that rule can equally, as well by the remouall of 
that cauſe, cure,as by the induction of the cauſe bring ſicke- 
neſſe, For this reaſon it is a maxime in Phyſicke infallible, 
that hee is the moſt excellent Phyſician, who knoweth beſt 
the cauſes of diſeaſes, and who vpon the knowledge of their 
true cauſes doth found the right method of their curation, 

That the Diuell doth both know the cauſes of diſeaſes, 
and alſo how by them to procure and produce diſcaſes,is ma- 
nifeſt by the hiſtory of /ob., ypon whom hee brought that 
grieuous generall botch and byle ouer all his body, /ob.chap. 
2. verſe 79, That he did this by the force of cauſes in nature, 
mult needes be euident : firſt, becauſe hee is a creature, and 
ſubiect andlimired by nature vnto and within her lifts; and 
therefore is not able abſolutely and ſimply without cauſes 
and meanes in nature, to produce any effes in nature, al- 
though our ignorance of his power and knowledge( becauſe 
it ſo farre excelleth our power or nature) doth call all his 


workes iultly ſupernaturall, Secondly, for that byles and 
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botches are knowne naturall diſeaſes; 2nd therefore had na- 


tural] cauſes, although haply vaknowne to ary man,and be- 
yond the nature oft knowledge or skill in man, 

Theſe reaſons of the Diuels impoſſibility, to worke thoſe 
effects without nature ,are thus yet more briefly and cleerely 


made infallible. Of *nothing {ply to produce any thing, 


vnto a true being and cxiſtence, is the {ole and proper worke 


of an infinite Creator , and impoſlible.vato any creature,. 


Therefore the Diuell being a creature, could not bring thoſe 


diſcaſes vpon ob, but by created meanes preexiſting in crea= 


ted nature, in which he is contained and limited. And thus 
much concerning that kinde of Witch and Sorcerer , which 
1s enquired at concerning the curing and iſſue of diſeaſes, 


which we will conclude with this note, that all learned men. 


of the beſt experience haue obſerued; that inthoſe cures b 
Witches and Sorcerers, the Diuell hath neuer perfectly hea- 
led, but for a time;or els where he hath ſeemed mioft perfe&- 
ly to cure, it hath been for a reſcruation of the body by him 
cured, vnto a greater and further miſchiefe in time to ſuc- 
ceede, Beſides, this kind of Witch, by meanes ynknown to. 
man, or by a ſupernatural] vertue in knowne means aboue & 
beyond their nature, vndertaking to cure the fick,or to fore- 
tell the eucnt and ifſues of diſcales, there is alſo another kind 
which doth vndertake to bee cnquired at forextraordinary 
reuelation of ſuch diſcaſed perſons, as are bewitched or pol\- 
ſeſſed by the Diuell. This kinde is not obſcure, at this day 
ſwarming in this kingdom, wherof no man can be ignorant, 
who luſteth to obſerue the vncontrouled liberty & licenſe of 
open & ordinary reſort in all places ynto wiſe-men, & wiſe- 
women,ſo yulgarly termed for their reputed knowledge c6- 
Tome ſuch diſcaſed perſons as are ſuppoſed to be bewit= 
ched. 

But it may be obiced, that many of theſe twolaſtmen- 
tioned ſorts are 1ather deceiuers, and Impoſtors onely, who 
by an opinion of this power, and not by any reall power 
herein, do deceiue,ſeduce,and beguile the people, This can- 

not 
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not in ſome be denied : notwithſtanding leaſt impious im- 

ofture be (till tolerated to bee a couert ro hide the manife(} 
diuelliſh practice of Witches, vnder pretenſe thereof (wher- 
by. it ſhall euer continue in this ſhape neglected or vntpicd ) 
I will both briefely giue ſatisfaction how the one may be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the other, and alſo declare how men cea- 
ſing to enquire at Diuels and Witches, or Impoſtors, may 
lcarne to enquireof their God alone, and by the hight of na- 
ture and reaſon(which he hath giuen vnto them)in his feare, 
with his allowance and approbation, more trucly and cer- 
tainely informe themſclues. 
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| CHAD. IX, 
Of Wiſards and Impostors, how they arffer from Witches, 
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Ow Witch-craft in divers kindes may, accordingto __ 
euidence of reaſon, be detected, hath beene before (Wl _ones 
made manifeſt, How impoſture may be diſcovered j.co vas 
{iince there isſo good vic and necefſitic of the diſtinction oftencantes, 1j 
thereof, for the more perfcct ſeparating and ſetting apart of preſiigiatores 
Witch-craft by it ſelfe) wee will likewiſe briefely make ma- > 2nt1guB 
niſeſt, m_ ſunt. SCa» 
* The Impoſtor is he who pretenderh truth, bur intendeth Impoſtara 
falſhood, For this cauſe ſometimes vnder an holy pretenſe, ab ce dit, 
he maketh God the 2 Author of his ynholy preſtigiation, and 9v9d adulregt- 
ſlandereth God ynto his face, Sometimes to be reputed an ** 065 >" 
b Angellof light, he maketh himſelfe a licenſe to counterfer tar = Vienw, 
the Diucll, He propoſeth ithis trade to ſeduce, and liueth by Impoſtores dis 
lying, Sometimes in ſhew and pollicitation hee is a Witch, 'cuntur verſuri 
butin the performance of the greater finne hee is lefle uſt, 2 ron pony 
and in the perfonate reſemblance ſolely a Juggler, For as the MESS: 066 4 of 


Witch performeth that which in true, and infallible reaſon is rinas pro verig- 


tranſcendentand aboue nature; ſo the Impoſtor performerh ſupponuar, 


that which in falſe and fallible reaſon and opinion, onely ſce- = " mon 5 
meth paralle}, Cole Fad 
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Hence as Witches doe ſtrange and ſupernatural workes, 
and truely vnto reaſon worthy of wonder; ſo the Impoſtox 
doth things voide of accomptable reaſon, in ſhadow, ſhew, 
and ſeeming onely ſupernaturall, wondred and admired, 
And hence it commeth to paſſe, that with vndiſcerning 
mindes, they are ſometimes miſtaken and confounded * one 
for another, 

From hence it is alſo neceſſarily concluaed, that as Witch- 
craftis diſcouered þy a ſupernaturall worke aboue reaſon , 
whereto the Witches conſent is acceflary; ſo an Impoſtor is 
detected by a worke yoide of accomptable reaſon, but in a 
deceiuing falle Viſar orſhew, wherewith the purpoſe and 
intention of the Decciuer or Impoſtor doth congurre, As 
therefore the ſuſpected Witch is tyed ro anſwere vnto any 
uſt doubt, which may bee directly yrged againſt his or her 
manifeſt voluntary aQion, thar is proued ſupernaturall : ſo 
isa truely doubted Impoſtor bound to giue ſatisfaction, for 
ſuch his ambiguous actions, as doe in likely reaſon appeare 
fraudulent, vaine, preſtigious, iuggling, couzening, or de- 
cciuing. And thus ſhall each appeare in his owne true ſhape 
apart, Of divers kindes of Witch-craft, I hauebe produ- 
ced examples. 

I may here likewiſe very pertinently, for further illuſtrati- 
on,propole {ome examples of Impoſture in generall, that the 
odiouſneſle of this foule finne may appeare more foule, and 
the ougly face thereof may be more fully diſcouered, 

Among multitude of examples, I will recite onely ſome 
few, whereof ſome conſiſt inlewd and guilefull contriue- 
ment of action, other in the bewitching power of falſe pro= 
phecies, reuelations, predictions, and prognoſtications. 

Concerning the firſt, who can be ignorant of the impious 
and infamous Impoſtures of Mahomet,who by guileful coun- 
terfeit miracles,and pretended angelicall illuminated works, 
firſt magnified and ſet vp that heatheniſh * Empire, and Re- 
ligion ofthe blaſphemous Twrkes? 


The Hiſtory of Sebaſtian , the pretended Portugal King, 


as 


_ 9, 
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as it is ſet forth by [ohnds Serres, according to Maſter Grim+ 
ſtones tranſlation thereof (if he were a true Impoſtor indeed, 
and were not iniuriouſly traduced, and blurred with vnde- 
ſerued reprech) is an incomparable cxarple, aboue and be- 
yond many other, Iwill referre my Reader to the Author 
himſelte. | - 

If wee defire more neere or domeſticall examples herein, 
behold,in the raigne of Henry the ſeucnth, *a boy of meanc 
parentage, through umpoſturous niachinations oppoſed, ſet 
vp and crowned King in Ireland,againſt that famous and re- 
nowned Prince Henry the ſcuenth,putting him in great dan- 
ger ef his life and crowne of England. 

In the late raigne of Queene Mary, there aroſe an Impo- 
tor,ſtiling himſelfe Edward the ſixth. The danger of the pro- 
oreſle of that Impoſtor (ifit had preuailed ) who knowerh 
not ? The manifeſt wrongs, iniuries,and impeachments alſo 
from counterfeit prophecies, reuelations, and prediQions, 
iſſuing not onely vnto priuate men and families, but vnto 
kingdomes, Empires, and common-weales, are infinite, 

[ulian, an Emperor of Rome, though otherwiſe a mighty 


* Speeae, 


and learned Prince,and valiant ſouldier, by a prophecie of an 


Impoſtreſle or ſeeming Pythoniſſe, promiſing his.conqueſt, 
and triumph ouer the kingdome of Per/;a, was thither haſte= 
ned ynto his deſerued death, and the ycngeance of God vp- 
on his infamous Aps/taſee, 

It is reported by lohn de Serres,the French Chronicler,that 
the power and force of ſome-pretended reuelations, and vi- 
ſions of a yong Shepheard, in the raigne of Charles the ſe- 
uenth King of France, was fo preualent, that it perſwaded 
Pothon that great & famous French Captaine, with the Mar- 
tiall of France, toarme and incounter the then victorious 
Engliſh in the bowels of that kingdome; by which vnadui- 
ſed attempt, the French were ſuppriſed and raken by the 
Engliſh. 

Tris recorded by the ſame Author, that one 2artha Bro- 
fer, counterteiting the firs and paſhons of ſuch as were 


C 
ſeed 


* Specat, 


* Speede, 
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ſeſſed,in ſhort time became ſo powerfull in illuſion, that ſhe 
miniſtred much matter of wonder and amazement,not onely 
vnto private men, but vntothe Kings Counſell, to Preach- 
ers in pulpits, ,yca vnto the whole Parliament, vntill the 
counterfec Diuell induring ſome puniſhment and reſtraint, 
forſooke his pretended poſlefſion, 

If we require examples in our own country, behold,in the 
raigneJof Edward the fourth, his brothcr George * Duke of 
Clarence,was haſtened ynto his vntimely death, euenby the 
allowance of his brother King,vpon the feare of a vaine and 
lying prophecie, that G. of King Edwards heyres ſhould bee 
the murthecrer, 

In the time of FHemry the eight, the holy Maide of Keyr by 
her {eemin g miraculous reuelations, decciuing not onely the 
common ſort, but euen-diuers learned and ſornc men of the 
beſt ranke, and prime note, ſtirred vp in the King great ica- 
louhe,and feare of his Crowne andfafety, as by the records 
of her attaindour doth appeare, wherein doth ſtand proued 
and ſentenced her treaſon-ſome impoſture of moſt dange- 
rous confequent, if it had obtained cquall iflue, 

In the ſame kings raigne, the bewitching eſteeme, credit, 
and hope of force and vertuc in counterfeit predictions, and 

retended reuclations, whet the ambitious heart of Edward 
* Lord Stafford, Duke of Buckingham,ficſt into high Treaſon, 
and to reach at the Crowne,and after from thence thruſt him 
headlong or headleſle into his graue. 

In the raigne of Edward the fixt, there was a prophecie 
diuulged from the mouth of ſome pretended Wiſard; by 
which the coniuration of Kerr, & thoſe Norfolke Rebels, was 
hartned and encouraged to proccede in theit rebellion and 
outrage, vnto the great danger & damage of the kingdome, 
and inthe end ynto their owne deſtruction. That blind pre- 
tended prophecic, in the inſidiation of yaine and credulous 
mindes, was ſomewhat like ynto that ambiguous Oracle in 


Uirgils /Eneias, 
Aio 


b 
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Aio,te Aacida Romanos vincere poſſe: 
T ſay the ſonne of Earns the Romane power ſhall qucll. 


This Oracle may on cither fide indifferently , cither ac- 
tively or paſſuely be ynderſtood, Like vnto it was that pre- 
ſtigious prophecie, which the rebellious Norfolcians with 
rhetr Kett truſted : 

Hob, Dic, and Hic wh clubbes and clonted ſhoone, 
Shall fill uy Dufſin-dale with ſlaughtered bodies ſoonc, 


The Rebels vnderſtandins this blinde reuelation, or pre- 
diction, concerning the victory wherein they themlelues 
ſhould bee Agents and not Patients, (as afterward their 
owne ruine did truly interpret it) and dreaming the filling 
vp of the D#ſſm-dale to be intended of other mens dead bo- 
dies, and not their owne , were thereby incited with furious 
courage, vntothe hazard of the kingdome and theirnatiue 
Countrey, vntill their owne mangled and ſlaughtered car- 
caſes became butchered ſpectacles, and bloudy monuments 
of ſuch illuſion and impoſturT, 

How many other fearctul & horrid treaſons haue bin built 
and grounded vpon other the like prodigious impoltures?To 
recite the damages & wrongs done vnto priuate men by im- 
poſture inmanifold kinds, were infinite. What ſhould wee 
mention Prior * Bo!ton of St, Bartholmewes in Lonaoa , who in 
the rajgne of Henry the eight , vpon the imprefſion of an v- 
niverſall worlds floud , grounded vpon pretended miracu- 
lous predictions, ridiculouſly builderth hiniſelte an houſe or 
neaſt on the top of Harrow hil, ro ſaue himſeclfe from drow- 
ning? | [ 

What mighty terrors did the wicked 1mpoſturous pre- 
dictions of ſtrange cuents in the admirable yeare 88, ftrike 
into the comon people or vulgars of England? trom whence, 
what different diſtractions in many priuete men did bring 
forth,to relate, were iuſt matter of profound laughter, Whar 


tranſJations of dwellings , percgrinations into other Coun- 
I trics, 
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tries, exchange of inheritances for monies, and other ridieu- 
lous extrauagant molitions did the approach of that yeare 
diuerſ]ly prepare? I will not waſte paper in any more * parti- 
cular recitals : Our later age and time hath not bcen barren 
of many wicked and harmeful fruits of impoſturous prophe- 
cies, neither haue they altogether eſcaped the eye of Juſtice, 
nor the blurre of infamy writcen in their names and chroni- 
cled memory, And although many impoltures(becaule pra- 
Ctiſed vpan private and more obicure perſonages) arc lefle 
knowne and publiſhed , then ſuch as are committed againſt 
Princes and States, and therefore are more remarkable in the 
eyesof al men, yet are they both equally in their natures per- 
nicious: It were not now 1mpertinent from the declaration 
of the miſchicfes of impoſture in generall, to deſcend vnto 
{ome ſuch in particular , as are practiſed vnder the lying pre- 
renſe and falſe colour of a tranſcendent and Magicke vertue, 
In examples of this kind, Kergnald Scott doth ouer-abound in 
his diſcouery, Ir is not voknowne vnto my owne proofe, 
how vſuall itis with many,by the reputation of a Witch on- 
iy , impoſturouſly to promiſe and vndertake the miraculous 
curations, and prognoſtications of diſeaſes and their iſſues z 
wherein, for breuity ſake, and to auoide confuſion, andthe 
crambe or iteration of the ſame things, wil referre the Rea- 


der to a former Marnuell by my ſelfe publiſhed , where, al- 


though , by reaſon of my abſence beyond and beſide the Er- 
rata , many errors both in ſome words and ſenſe doe till re- 
maine ; yea there are many things in this kinde worthy no- 
tice. Reade page 71.the Treatiſe of Wiſards3 likewiſe, in 
the ſecond marginal note of the pag 258:an hiſtory of a Chi- 
rurgeon, famous in curing ſuch as were bewitched : Like- 
wiſe, page 109. 110.111. an Hiſtory of impoſture, vnder 
the colour and pretenſe of the inſpe&ion and iudging of V+ 
rines: and likewife, page 60. nd from thence ynto the end 
of that whole Chapter. 
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ſions, and other apoplecktike, epileptike, cataleptike, and jo 
paralytike fits, and other kinds of accidents of afhnitie ther- 5 
with, After ſhe was almoſt cured of thoſe diſeaſes , but the af 

4 


cure not fully accompliſhed, it was by a reputed Wiſard 
whiſpered, and thereupon belecued,that the Gentlewoman 
was meerely bewitched , ſuppoſed Witches were accu- 
ſed, and after executed, The Gentlewoman hath been free 
l from all thoſe accidents there mentioned , the ſpace of fixe 
yeares no palt, 
In this laſt paſt ſeuenth yeare, ſince the writing of that 
hiſtory, ſome of the former fits are "critically again returned; * Plurimx au- 
the ſame Wiſard or Decciuer reſorted ynto and enquired at, *© pals:0n1es 


' Ws dts 
doth now againe auouch her to be bewitched; vpon opinion pucrulis indy 


whereof and truſt in his illufton, the timely vie and benefit of gn ne 1 
due counſell hath beene much omitted and negle&ed. Her nonnulle ww + 
diſeaſes which formicrly, far exceeded theſe which now are, M#*%++7.Hipp. 

in number, frequence and vehemence, were in ſhorter ſpace A EE 
cured , and ſo continued the ſpace of ſixc yeares together. age” 7 pag 
Theſe fewe which now doe returne , due counſell and time narijrationem 
neglected,though being in number fewer,leſſe intricate, ay} haber Crim, 


a; 
farreleſle violent, haue notwithſtanding a farre larger ſpace non ſeptenar!j 
quoad men- 


of time continued, ies imoder. bed 
If that Counſeller or vndertaker to counſell , be a Wi- quod annos. 
ſardin name and reputation only (as I doe gefſe and deeme Galen, in 4&6 
him) then 1s this Hiſtory an incamparable example andin- *phorilm. 
ſtance of the wickedneſſe, impietie and cruelty of impoſture 
; and Impoſtours. If he be found a Witch,then is it an vnan- 
.ſwerable cuidence and inſtance of the Diuels iuggling,lying, 
| illuſion and deceiving, wherof we made mention and proofe 
7 before inthe queſtion or doubt concerning Pythagoras real- 
ty in two places, For, in true reaſon and judicious diſcer- 
ning, it is as cleere as the brighteſt day, that no accident be- 
falling the Gentlewoman mentioned , can be other then na- 
turall, or farther ſupernatura])l,then either the Dinels credit 
with a Witch, oran Impoſtors credit with deceined and {e- 
duced men is able to inchaunr perſwaſton ynto vain affiance 
K 2 Th 
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inthem. Ireferre the Reader to the con{tderation of the hi> 
ſtory at large, with that which here is acded : I will only ex- 
hort all men not to be in thoſe doubriull caſes, too violenr, 
nor raſh in asking or belecuing vnworthy or worthlefle 
counſcl},but to aske 1t of ſuch as are truly and godly learned 
and prudcat, and not of Impoſtours or Seducers, conſide- 
ring that the conſequences of raſhneſle, miſtaking error and 

gignorance, arenglefle then the life or death ofthe ficke , a 
putting our of the eyes and light of reaſon, which God and 
Nature hath given man to walke withall in the darke piJgri- 
mage of this life; a depriuation of due remedies which God 
hath allowed ( while beguiled wich vaine and fooliſh opint- 
on, with wiltull blindnefle, they worthily eſteeme nor, nor 
will expect his grace and tauonr therein. 

Afluredly,he that doth giue vp himlclie to become a prey 
to folly and illuſion, and ied by decciuers headlong into con- 
tifed,vniuſtifiable, vowarranted and inhibited explorations 
and trials, doth forlake the guidance and vie of right reaſon, 
and in ſtead thereof, is intempcrately diftracted with impa- 
ticnce of expectation of duc re{pect and efteeme of Gods 
ordinance and allowance in his ordinary meancs, may iuſtly 
fearc that God hath decreed and determined , not onely to 
diſpoyle him of that common bleſſing which he hath promi- 

fed to all thar duely ſeck, and rightly vie his allowed means; 
but alſo that hee leaueth him vnto the curſed path and way 
of pcrpetuall blindneiTe and hardnefle of heart therin, except 
his ſpeciall and extraordinary divine grace in time reduce his 
dangerous Reps, For certaincly he vnato whole blinded ejes 
Ged doth offer fo great mercy and fauour, asis plainely eui- 
dent 11 all his ordaincd ordinary meanes, vnto euery good 
that befalleth man inthis life, and with thankfulnefſe can- 
not or will not behold it, when itis Jayd at his ynthankfull 
feete, is ina deſperate way of a lethargicall diſpoſition , or 
ſenſeleſle memory and obliuion , both of his reaſon, and of 
bimſelte, & of Gods mercifull goodnes towards him, And 


thus the yglineile of impoſture both by the deſcription ther- 
| | of? 


with the true Diſcourry thereof. 69 


of, and alſo by example doth appeare, wherein may bee firſt 
ſeene, how they that truſtthereto,do? forſake God, them- 
felues and their owne common lenſe and reaton, and giuc 
themſclues to bee ſwallowed vp of lying and illuſion, Se- 
condly in the whole courte of impotture it lelfe,ts ſeene the 
continuall practice of mercilefſe impiery , the vſuall wrong 
of thc atHicted, the belying of truth, the decciuing the mi- 
ſerable; rhe depriuation of the ficke, of the vie of due reme- 
dies and meanes which God hath made & blefled vnto men, 
that with praiſe vnto his name, paticnce & due dependance 
vpon his prouidence therein, can be contented to ſecke and 
expectthe likely and hopefull iflue thereof,in vſuall courſe of 
nature, Lattly, may be colle&ed, and oblerucd, the vic and 
necefſitie of diftinction betwecne Impoſture and Witch- 
craft; namely,that the odious & abominable ſinne of witch- 
craft be not fuffered to continue, vnregarded or negleRed, 
ynder the colour of vaine Impoſture, and that the Duuell be 
not ſuffered to liue amongſt vs,too commonly, & too open- 
ly,in the coare and habite of a fooliſh Impoſtor, or Juggler, 
For certainely nothing doth more hood-winke the through- 
diſcouery of Sorcerers,then remiflenefle and omifhon of in- 

uifition, and caſtigation of Impoſtors, out of whoſe leauen 
(no doubt ) but diligent animaduerfion , might oft-times 
boult out many aſubill and concealed Witch, 


i . 
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How men may by reaſon and nature be ſatisfied, concernins ſ#ch 
as are indeede and truely bewitched, 


T followeth now, according to promile, briefely to point 
vnto direction, how men leauing to enquire at Witches 
& Sorcerers, & Impoſtors,concerning the lick, ſuppoſed 
to be bewitched, may enquire and be better ſatisfied by the 


light of Reaſon, which God hath giuen ynto them, Reaſon 
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doth deteCt the ſicke to be afflicted by the immediate ſuper- 


naturall power of the Diuell, two wayes : The firſt way is by 
ſuch things as are ſubiect and manifeſt vnto the learned Phy- 
ficion onely : the ſecond is, by ſuch things as are ſubiect and 
manifeſt vnto a yulgar view, 

Thoſe things which are manifeſt vnto thePhylicion alone, 
are of two ſorts, The firſt is, when in the likenefle and fimi- 
litude ofa dilcaſe, the ſecret working of a ſupernatural pow- 
er doth hide irſelte, hauing no cauſe or peſhibilitic of being 
in that kinde or nature, The ſecond is, when naturall reme- 
dies or meanes according vnto Art and due diſcretion ap- 
plycd, doe extraordinarily or miraculouſly cither loſe their 
\ manifeſt incuitable nature, vie, and opcration, or cj{c pro- 
duce eftects and conſequences, againlt or aboue their na= 
ture, The impoſſIbilitie of either of theſe in vſuall orordina- 
rie courſe of nature, doth certainelyproue an infallivilitie of 
a {uperiour nature, which afſuredly therefore mult needs be 
either Diuine or Diabolicall. 

This concluſion concerning the infallibilitie of a ſuper- 
naturall mouer, from the like aſlumprtion, the learned and 
worthy preſeruer of reuerent antiquitie, Maſter Camaes,in 
his deſcription of Cheſhire, bath truely inferred vpon the mi- 
raculous preluſions, and preſages, euer and perpetually fore- 
running the death of the heyres of the houſe or family of the 
Briertons, Theſe & ſuch like things (faith he)are done either 
by the holy tuteler Angels of men, orcls by Diuels,who by 
Gods permiſhon mightily ſhew their power in this inferiour 
world, 

Whenſocuer therefore the Phyſicion ſhall truely diſcouer 
a manifeft tranſcending power , manner, or motion in any 
{uppoſed diſeaſe, there is an yndoubted concluſion of the 
Author. Where likewiſe remedics finde concomitances, or 
conſequences contrary totheir nature,or ſuch as neuer were, 
nor euer can be contingent in courſe of nature : this aſlump- 
tion truely granted, doth inuincibly inferre a tranſcendent 
force and yertue, therein neuer to be denied. 


Thus 
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Thus how diſeaſes, and the wonderfull accidents which 
oft happen in diſeaſes, may bee by the Phyſicion deteRed, 
aecording vnto the rule of reaſon, whether induced by the 
Diuell or no, is brietely pointed at. 

How the guilt of any man therein with the Diuell (which 
doth onely conuince a Witch) may and ought appeare, hath 
been before declared, and ſhall likewiſe hereafter be further 
made cleare, 

It will not now be immateriall or vnprofitable , for con- 
firmation,illuſtration, and better proofe of thoſe two wayes, 
which are diſtinguithed to be onely ſubie&,and manifeſt vn- 
to the Phylicion, in the deteRtion of the ſecret workes of Di- 
uels and Witches in diſeaſes , roproducec one or two exam- 
ples of both. 

Concerning the firſt, Feryelizs in his 2, booke De eAbd- 
Rer .cauſis,cha, r6. deliuereth a hiſtory ofa yong man of a no- 
ble family, who was by a violent conuulfion 1n an extraordi- 
nary manner long time tormented. Diuers learned Phyf:c1- 
ons remained long time doubting and vnfatisfied, both in 
the cauſe of this diſcaſe, as alſo of the ſeate or place where 
the cauſe, with any ſufhcient reaſon,might be judged ſerled, 

Behold yery pregnant inducements of the finger of the Di- 
uell, mouing in the diſeaſe, One was the incredible velocitic 
of motion in the diſcaſed, impoſſible vnto the force of man : 
the other was,for that in all the fits and conuulſions, though 
yery ſtrong and vehement, his ſenſe and vnderſtanding re- 
mained in the diſeaſed, pertect and nothing obſcured, or in- 
terrupted, which in conuulfions according vnto natural cau- 
ſes was neuer ſeenc, and is impoſſible, 

The force of theſe reaſons to cuince the prefidence of the 
Diuel!, in the manner and motion of the fore-named dilcaſe, 
the Diuell himſclfe did ſhortly after juſtifie, declaring and 
profeſſing himſelfe the Author thereof in plainely exprefled 
words, 

In the fore-named booke and chapter, there is another re- 


port or relation of a man ſodainely ſurpriſed, with an extra- 
| ordinaric 
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ordinarie faſhion, or ſhape of madneſle or phrenſie, wherein 
he vttered and reucaled things hidden, and of profound {ci- 
ence and reuelation, not onely aboue the pitch and power of 
naturall capacitic, and the forgerie of fained cxtafie, but re- 
ally in true and ypright iudgement, and ynpartiall diſcer- 
ning, beyondall queſtion and exception ſupernaturall. The 
ſequel after made it good. Theſe examples are ſufficient vnto 
men thatare wiſe, and with whomreaſon hath authoritie, I 
doe not affeCt vnaduiſed multiplication herein, ſuſpeting 
many hiſtories,and reports of diuers Authors. 

The poſſibilitie of thoſe whichare hereproduced , beſide 
the vnſtained credit of the Author, is apertly confirmed b 
the holy Scripture, where, in the Lunatjke the Diucll mani- 
felted himſclte by actions, onely proper and appropriate vn- 
tro the power of a Spirit: ſuch was his caſting the Lunatike 
19to the fire, and into the water, his violent rending and tca- 
ring him, which were things jmpoſſible yato the power and 
nature of rhe Lunatike himſelte, or of his diſeaſe alone, 

The man poſlefled arnong the Gadarens, Math,8. Mark. 5 
Luk, 8.1ikewiſe doth eſtaviiſh the ſame, who was knowne, 
and ſeenc evidently, not to be ſimply or ſolely diſeaſed, by 
thoſe vndoubted workes, and that finger of the Diuel, when 
he eaſily brake in peeces thoſe 110n chaines wherewith the 
Lunatike was bound : ſo that no torce thereof whatſocuer 
could hold or binde him ; as alſo when he vttered and ſpake 
that more then humane vnderſtanding and reuclation of Te- 
ſus Chriſt co be the Sonne of God : a knowledge as yer vn- 
communicated vnto mankinde, and vnto reaſon impoſſible. 

Concerning the ſecond way of detection, ſubiect vnto the 
Phyficion alone, namely, when naturall remedies aptly ap- 
plycd, are attended with ſupernaturall conſequences, con- 
trary to their nature, or aboue the ſame, out of the former 
Author, and fore-namedplace:there is an example alſo with- 
out farther ſtraggling of vnqueſtioned eſtimation. A cer- 
taine man there mentioned, vehemently burning and thir- 
fing, and by intolerable heate compelled to ſeeke any mi- 


tigation, 
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tigation, or extinction of his heate and thirſt, in want of 
drinke or other fitting liquor, happened to finde an Apple, 
ja the moiſture and naturall iuice whereof, hoping the vſu- 
all ſhort refreſhing of the tongue, he, afcerthe firlt raking 
thereof, immediately found ( not onely that which was con- 
traric to the nature ofan Apple, greater burning and thirſt 
then before) but hadinſtantly his mouth and iawes {o taſt 
cloſed and ſealed vp thereby, that he hardly eſcaped ſtrang- 
ling. 
The reaſonable doubt of the latitation of the Diuel,in this 
faire, harmeleſle, and vſuall remedie of the tongue, thirſt 


and drinefſe,was afterward made more cuidenrt and manifeſt 


by the ſodaine and (wift obſcfhion of his minde, with fright- 
ful viſions, wherof as in the diſpoſition, temper, {ub{tance or 
qualitie of his braine or body,there was no ground or cauſe, 
ſoin the Apple it ielfe, was no other pernicious mixture, bur 
that the Diuel, as with Iudas Sop, though wholeſome and 
ſauing in it ſelfe, ſo in this medicinall fruit,entred and poſle(- 
{ed, where God permitted. The like may be ſaid of other both 
outward & inward remedies, which by a Magick power are 
and may be oft interrupted, turned and bent ynto a viſe con- 
traric to their nature. 

For this cauſe Hyppocrates himſelte in his booke de ſacro 
worbo, 3 de natura mulicbri, doth acknowledge many acci- 
dents, as alſo diſeaſes and remedies themſelues to be diuine, 
a5 hauing their cauſe and being aboue the courſe ofnature. 
When therefore fitting vnto any caule, matter,or humour in 
the body, according to true Art and Reaſon diſcouered, apt 
and fir remedies, arc aptly & fitly by the judicious Phylicion 
applyed, notwithſtanding, contrary to the nature and cu- 
ſtome of ſuch remedies, they haue extraordinary , vnuſuail, 
and juſtly wondred effects, is there not iuſt matter of doubr, 
concerning an vfiuſuall, and an extraordinarie cauſe anſiwe- 
rable thcreto? The deepe and myſticall contingents 1 this 
kinde, ard their hidden reaſon and cauſe,the vnlearned man, 


or hee that is not excrciſed in difficult diſcoueries, cannor 
K diſcern® 
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diſcerne , nor can the intricate and perplexed implications 

therein, of doubts and ambiguities poſſibly, become intelli- 

gible in every ordinary apprehenſion ; yet by the former ca- 

fie and- familiar example, euery man may geſle and conie- 

&ure at the moſt abſtruſe, "The ſubtilty of the. Diucll doth 

calily decciue a vulgar thought, and in the cloudes and miſts 

of doubts and difhculties beguilerh yſually the dimme fight 

and diſquilition, | 
The learned Phyſicion, notwithſtanding poſlefſing true | 

mdgement and learnirg ; who doth and can warily obſerue, 

and diſiinguith firſt the wonders of nature vnknowne ynro | 

euery mediocrity of knowing : ſecondly, the true wonders 

aboue nature in due collation with nature to bee knowne, : 

doth not eaſily or raſhly with vulgars , erre or runne madin | 

the confuſion of vaine and id!e ſcruples, The wonders of na- 

ture, arc {uch naturall diſeaſes as arci{ecne in their wondred 

and admired ſhapes or mixture, to hauea great likeneſle or ? 

deceiuing identity with ſuch maladies,as arc inflicted by the 

Diuell. The wonders aboue nature, are ſuch diſeaſes, as are 


truly and vndoubtedly knowne and proued to haue no con- : 

hence , or power of conhiſtence, or cauſe in ſublunary na- | 

ture, g 

Of the firſt I will heere cite no particular examples, be- ; 

ah cauſe I haue both formerly in aformer Manuall, deliuered : 

Age. briefly ſome of their generall * delcriptions, denyed by no : 

50 man that in ancient time was, or at this time is a 1tudicious j 

59 and learned Phyſician, as alſo diuers of their * particular Hi- F 

Rl oQ ſtories inthe perſons of ſome ficxe men knowne vnto my | 

= telfc. 
1 4B Of the ſecond it is heere necdlefie to propound any 

pe OS more particulars then thoſe aboue mentioned , whichT e- , 

5 ſteeme for the generall illuftration ſufficient, In true and 
64 right deciſion. & diſtinRion of the one from the other,multi_ 


plicity of conſideration and circumſpeRion ought diligene. 
ly attend the intricate maze and labyrinth of error,andilly. 
Qon in their deceiucable likeneſles , whereby the Diucll, for 


his 
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his 6wne aduantage,and the perdition of ſeduced and begui- 
led men, doth ſometimes cunningly hide his owne workes, 
and the diucliſh practices of Witches and Sorcerers, from 
their due detection and puniſhment; ſometimes to inſnare 
the guilclefle and innocent,doth iugglingly ſeem to do thoſe 
things which Nature doth iultly challenge , not as his, but 
as her owne, in iuſt ballance weighed, Itis moſt certaine, 
that the Diuell cannot poſſibly mixe himlſelfe, or his power, 
with any inferior nature, ſubſtance or body, but the alterati- 
on,by the conjunction of fo far diſcrepant natures, inthe yn- 
changeable decree of the yniuerſall nature of all things, ne- 
ceſlarily and vnauoidably produced, muſt needs witnes and 
manifeſtly dere& it in the great and mighty oddes. This is 
very euident and apparent in all the ſupcrnaturall workes 
of the Diuel], before mentioned in the generall diſcourſe of 
this ſmall Treatiſe or worke , wherher ſuch as were decla- 
red manifeſt to ſenſe, or ſuch as were cuident to reaſon; 
whether ſuch as were affected by the Diuell himſelfe, with 
the conſent or contract of a Sorcerer or Witch, orſuch as 
were Without their knowledge, ſociety, or contract perfor- 
med by himſelfe, All thoſe ſupernaturall workes of both 
theſc kindes were therefore knowne to be ſupernaturall, be- 
cauſe they were aboue and beyond any cauſc in ſublunarie 
nature, The like the learned Phyſician may certainely cons 
clude, concerning diſeaſes inflicted or moued by the Diuell, 
For it is impoſſible that the finger or power of the Diuell 
ſhould beein any malady, but ſuch a cauſe muſt necdes pro- 
duce ſame effect like it ſelfe, where true and judicious diſcer- 
ning is ableto finde the infallible, certaine, and vndeceiued 
ſtampe of difference. Thus farre hath been briefly declared, 
how the Phyſician properly and by himſelfe doth alone enter 
into the due conſideration & examination of diſeaſes (where 
is iuſt occaſion of queſtion) whether naturally or ſupernatu; 
rally inferred. How vnfit it is here to admit cuery idiot for 
a Phyſician or Counſellor ( as is too common both in theſe 


and all other affaixes of health)let wiſe men iudge, 
| L 2 Cer- 
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Certainely from hence it commeth to paſſe, that moſt 
men foreuer liue in perpetuall confuſion of their thoughts in 
thele caſes,and as a iuſt iudgement of God againſt their care= 
lefle ſearch and neglect of learned and warranted true coun- 
fel, all certainty & truth herein doth ſtill fly farre from them, 
For as inthele ambiguities is requiſite and neceſlary, a lear- 
ned, i::dicious , and prudent Phyſician; lois it as neceſſary 
that hee finde thoſe that neede herein aduice, truly and con- 
ftantly obedient vnto good reaſon, temperate and diſcreete, 
not mutable vpon cuery vaine and idle proiect to ſtart away, 
and to bce tranſported from reaſonable, inſt, and difcreete 
proceeding, vnto vncertaine, vaine, and Empiricall tryals, 
fince wiſedome, knowledge and truth are neuer truly found, 
but onely of thoſe, that with diligence, patience, and perſe- 
uerance ſearch and feeke them out, It remaineth now to 
come ynto the ſecond way of detection of the bewitched 
ſicke, which was before ſaid to coniiſt in ſuch things as were 
ſubie& and manifeſt vnto a vulgar viewe, as the firſt ynto 
the learned Phyſician alone, As of the firſt, ſome few exam- 
ples haue been propounded, ſoof the later let vs allo viewe 
other ſome, 

In the time of their puroxiſmes or fits, ſome diſeaſed per- 
ſons haue beene ſeene to vomit crooked iron, coales, brim- 
ſtone, nailes, needles, pinnes, lumps of lead, waxe, hayre, 
ſtrawe, and thelike,in ſuch quantity,figure,faſhion and pro- 
portion,as could neuer poſsibly paſſe downe,or ariſe vp tho- 
row the naturall narrownefle of the throat, or be contained 
in the vnproportionable ſmall capacity, naturall ſuſceptibj- 
lity and poſition of the ſtomake. Thele things at any time 
happening, are palpable and nor obſcure to any eye without 
difficulty, offering themſelues to plaine and open yiewe. 

Theſe like accidents Beninenins , Wierws, Codrowchins and 
others alſo, euen in our time and countrey, haue publiſhed 
to have been ſeen by themſeJues. Some other ficke perſons 
haue, in the time of the exacerbations of their fits , -4:5ey 


languages knowingly and ynderſtandingly,which informer 
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time they did neuer know, nor could afterward know a- 
gaine : as Fernelins a learned Phyſicion, and beyond cxcepti- 
on worthy credit, doth witneſfle COucerning a Sicke man 
knowne to himſelte, 

Some Sicke men alſo haue reuealed and declared words, 
oeſtures, actions done in farre diſtant places, eucn inthe ve- 
ry time and moment of their acting, doing, and vttering,as 
I have knowne my lelte in lome, and as is teſtiticd likewiſe 
to haue beene heard, knowne,and ſeene by diuers witneſſes 
worthy credit in our *countrey, i divers bewitched Sick * See a Trea- 
people. Rn tile of the Wits 
As theſe examples are manifeſt to any beholder, which uns Wes 
ſhall at any time happen to view them:lo are the examples of ale 
the firſt and ſecond kinde euident to the reaſon and judge. 
ment of the learned and judicious Phyſicion, and all doe 
therfore certainely dere&t and prouec a ſupernaturall Author, 
cauſe, or vertue, becauſe they are manifeſt ſuypernaturall 
effes, 

Thus haue wee pointed qut briefcly, the detetion of the 
bewitched Sicke,both by learned Reafon proper vnto the 11- 
dicious Phyſicion, and alſo by common ſenſe and reaſon in 
all men, ; 

If men more at large plcaſe-to exerciſe themſelues in 
due conſideration and proofe heereof, they ſhall finde more 
certaine and ſound fatisfaCion, and fruit, with the bleſſing 
and allowance of God, then can iflue out of the mouthes of 
Sorcerers & Witches, which God hath curſed, and difallow- 
ed, and in whoſe hearts and mourhes, the Diuell is oft a ly- 
ing Spirit. 

It hath been briefely, and yet ſufficiently herein proued, 
that Almightic God hath giuen ynto Reaſon light, whereby 
reaſonable, temperate and ſober mindes, through circum- 

{pect care and diligence, may ſee and behold whatſoeuer 
is truely-poſſible, or iuftfor man to know, with the fauour 
and allowance of Gods grace, inthe detection and diſcoue- 
ric of the bewitched Sicke, Wholocuer therefore ſhall con- 
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temne, ornegle© this light, and ſhall aske counſel! of Di- 
uels and Witches, the open and proclaimed encmies of God, 
doe certainely relinquiſh their faith, and truſt in God their 
Creatour,and their patience and depenilance vpon his pro- 
uidence. 

And although it may ſometimes fall our , that proſpe- 
rous iſſue doth feeme to follow the counſell of the Di- 
uell, yet doth it bchooue men to be wary, an not preſume, 
leſt it proue onely a ſweer baite, that by a ſenſible good, the 
Diuell may draw their bewitched defirons vaine mindes vn= 
to aninſenſible damnable hurt, For cer. aincly, hee who will 
rather be bcholding vnto the Diuell, for his life or health, 
then chuſe to die in the gracious and mercitull hand of 
God his Creator, can neuer expect to participate any por= 
tion of ſaluation in him. 

Thus much concerning the reaſonable diſcouerie of the 
bewitched Sicke, wherein leauing to enquire at Witches, 
Sorcerers,or Impoſtors,vpright men,that loue or feare God, 
or imbrace Religion or common reaſon, may and ought con- 
fine and ſatisfie their iuſt deſires, 
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The produttion of the workes of Witches and Sorcerers, vnto the 
publique ſeate and cenſure of Inſtice, 


E hauc hitherto conſidered, how the workes of 
Diuels and Witches may bee both manifeſt to 
Scnſe, and euident toReaſon, They haue in their 
divers Kindes and different performances and manners di- 
{tin&ly becne inſtanced. Beſides thoſe kindes which have 
been mentioned, there may be innumerable more, among 
which are thoſe who yndertake and arc-enquired at, to re- 
ucalc treaſures hid, goods loſt or conueighed away, the 
workes and guilt ofother Witches, good foxtunes,and cuill 
for- 
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fortunes in divers affaires, deſſeignes and attempts ; as alſo 
thoſe who vndertake by inchantment, rolcade captine the 
wils and mindes of men, vnto extraordinaric and vnreaſo- 
nable defires or luſts, hatred or loue ynto, or againſt this or 
that perſon, or this or that particular thing,aboue or beyond 
the naturall power of refiſtance,and the force and vſuall gui- 
dance of naturall reaſon,inthe ordinaric courſe of mans will 
and nature : but they areall included-in the fame generall 


. kinde, and common proofe of their diuelliſh impictie, de- 


rived from the word of God before alledged ynanſwera- 
bly,and the true conſequence of Reaton fram thence, 

The difference that is in their diuers kindes, doth onely a- 
riſe from their ſeuerall ſubieRs, manners, ceremonies, and 
rites,according to their ſeuerall differing contrats with the 
Diuell : ſame viing in their workes,reuelations or oraculous 
anſweres, of the demand of reſorting people in one manner, 
faſhion, ceremonie, geſture, and rite ; ſome in another, and 
Fome in none at all, certaine,or vnchangeable. 

Concerning thele ceremonies, With their ſeuerall con- 
tracts, and the manners thereof, I will not write, partly, be- 
cauſe in this place not much materiall ;'partly, becauſe they 
are difficult ro detect, except by the Witches owne free con 


feſſion, which happeneth very rare and feldome ; partly ,be- 
cauſe they tend more tothe ſatisfaction of curiolitie then of 


vſe,and rherctore are not without ſome danger publiſhed, Ir 
hath now been manifeſted by the word and mouth of God, 
ynto the reaſon of man, how a Witch or Sorcerer may eui- 
dently appeare vato right Realon ; namely by his voluntary 
yndertaking to be enquired at, for knowledge and reuelati- 
on of fuch things as are hiaden by God from all knowledge 


of men, and are ſolely and properly in the knowledge of 


Spirits, 


The revelation being found ſupernatural], doth diſcouer 
the ſupernaturall Agent or Author the Diuell, whoſeproper 
at whatlocuer man doth vndertake in part, or mn! = 


muſt neccflarily buy or borrow from him, and thereby bec 
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conuinced vndoubtedly of contract with him, 

We haue produced diuers ſorts of noted Practiſers like- 
wiſe of this inhibited contract, bothin the holy Scripture 
expreſſely nominated, and alſo by their ordinarie common 
cultome herein obſerued in {cuerall kindes. 

Concerning them all, we will conclude as a corallary vnto 
all that went before, with the teſtimonie and confirmation 
of Lucius Apuleins,that famous,expert , & learned Magician, 
in bis booke de eAwreo Aſie, from his long proofe and ac- 
quaintance with the Diuel : Demones (faith he) preſident Au- 
gurys, Aruſpicys, oraculis, Magorum miracalz, that 1s, the Di- 
uels are chiefe preſidents, haue chiefe power or authoritic 
are chiete Maiſters, Guides,or Rulers ouer Diuination,or re- 
uelarion by the ſ1gnes taken in flying of fowles , of diuina- 
tion by infpectionfof the entralls of beaſts, of Oracles, and 


of al! t:c miracles or nuraculous workes of Magicians, They 


tha: will not belecue the holy Scripture , nor the teſtimony 
of {U many men and ages, that the Diuell is the ſole Author 
of vainc miraculous reuclations, diuinations and workes, lct 
them credit the Aagiciar his owne mouth, 

As we haue hitherto viewed,how Witch-craft and Wit- 
ches may be, firſt, by ſenſe manife(tly deteted : ſecondly,by 
reaſon cuidently convicted: fo let vs now contider, how they 
may be both produced vnto the barre of Iuſtice, and bee ar- 
raigned and condemned of manifeſt high treaſon againſt 
Almighty God, and of combination with his open & pro- 
tcſled enemy the Diuell, 

Concerning the firſt, ſince it chiefely confiſteth in that 
which is manifeſt vnto the outward ſcnlie, if the witneſles of 
the manifeſt magicall and ſupernaturall act, bee ſubſtantiall 
ſufficient, able to iudge, free from exception of malice, par- 
tialitie, diſtraction, folly, and if by conference and coun- 
{cll with learned men, religiouſly and induſtriouſly exerci- 
ſed, in iudging in thoſe aftaires, there bee iuftly deemed no 
deception of ſenſe, miſtaking of reaſon or imagination, I ſee 


No true cauſe, why it ſhould deſerue an [ygnorams, or not be 


reputed 
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reputed atrue Bill, worthy to bee inquired, asa caſe fit and 
macure for the tame due triall, which Tuſtice, lawe, and c- 
quitic haue ordained in common vnto al other rightfull hea- 
rings, and proccedings by witnefſe'and teſtimonic Although 
Itis likely toproue a rare plea or cauſe, becauſe in reaſon nor 
r00 frequently to be found,and farreleſſe in ir ſelfe common 
or yiuall, then1s vulgarly reputed, It might notwitiſtan- 
ding, haply be more oft detected, it morc dilic ently accord- 
ing torealon inquired, 

Tac tecond kinde of Witch by euidence of reaſon diſco- 
ucred, is farrc more trequenr then the firit, as appeareth by 
the varictic and multitude of names, whichit hath branded 
ypon it, and tne diverfitic of kikdes and talhions which it 
hath put on, Itis likewiſe more calily detected and proued, 

A {upcrnaturall worke or reuelarion — firſt made truc- 
ly manifeſt (Icſt prepoltcrouſly we haply call a furmiſed, or 
falſely ſuſpected offender into queſtion, before any oifence 
be apparent or knowne; which is an vniuſt injury, and wor- 
thy of rebuke and " WE. with God and iuſt men) a \uperna- 
tiirall worke or reuclation (I ſay) being maniteſt, any mans 
guilty contract chercin is proued , by his vndertaking to be 
enquired at therein, 

That vndertaking likewiſe is cafily knowne and giſcoue- 
red by thoſe that haue inquired, 'The foundation of this way 
of inteftigation of this Witch or Sorcerer, is the Word of 
God it ſelfe before recited, and iu(t Wo true reaſon built 
therevpon, cannot fall or be ſhaken. 

Thus hawing brought thele priſoners to the Barre, I there .. 
arreſt any farther progreſſe, and leaue rhem to luſtice, tothe 
decree & ſentence of the reuerend, graue,and learned Tudge, 
and fo proceede to rhe rhird promiſed way of inueſtigation, 
and inquiſition of Wirches and Sorceretrs, according tOitke- 
ly preſumption, probable and artificiall conicQture, 

But before we arrive vpon thar point, it is neceflarie.that 
firſt a materiall obicCtion be ſatisfied, That is, inthe forc- 
mentioned Iudgement of ſupernatural] workes ot Sorcery 

M ma aniſe(t 
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manitclt ro ſeale, how can any true teſtimony or witneſſe be 
required or expected, ſince doubt is male, whether really or 
truely , or deluſorily and in ſeeming onely , many or moſt 
things ofthat kinde, areſeenc or heard? Hereto is anſwered: 
Asartrueſubſtance is ſcene not of it {clte imply , but in and 
by the outward true figure , ſhape, proportion, colours and Y 
dmenſton inherent thercin, and iv{cparable there-from; ſo [ 
therruehkeneſle, reſemblance and pourtraiture of that ſub- 2 
{tance, when ſeparated from that ſub{tance, is as truely and : 
as really ſecne. Therefore , experience doth ſhewe vs, that 
the ſarae eye which ſaw the ſhape, proportion, and figure, 
together with the truce ſubttance, deth as perteGily both ſce 
anc know it , when it is leparared irom the ſubſtance by the 
Art of the Painter, 

Asin the true miracles of God , wrought by the hand of 
his ſeruant Moſes, the true and vndoubted tubſtance of a tru- 
ly created Serpent , was ſeene when 1t was changed from a 
rodde, by the outward proper and inherent ſhape: ſo as tru- _ : 
ly was an outward pourtraitnre and likenefle of Serpents. 
ſcene, in the falſe miracle of the ſeeming tranſmutation of | 
the Sorcerers rods. For row could religion or reaſon con- 
demne thoſe miracles of the Diuell for illuftons , if the lively 
reſemblance of miracles appearing maniteltly vnto theeye, 
had not thereby made them knowne? For an example,or il- 
luftration, how is a juggling deccit knowne but by the eye ? | 


The fight is ſfayd to be deceiued therein. Therefore it doth 


ſee that which doth deceive, Reaſon likewiſe comparing q 
that which was ſ{ecne, with that whichis not ſeene; that is, 0 
the counterfait with the true ſubſtance, doth proue the f 
counterfait the preſent obic& of the ſight, The ſame eyes 1 


therefore that ſawe, inthe true miracles of Aoſes, the ſub- 
ſtance of a Serpent by the true inſeparable inherent ſhape, 
ſawelikewiſe the truc image and picture of a Serpent, in the 
falſe and ſeeming miracles of the Enchaunters of Egypt.The 
teſtimony of the preſentation of both vnto the eye, is as truc 
as truth.it ſelfe ; becauſe the word of truth hath ſayd it, That | 
the - 
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the Diucl] is as powerfull as the moſt excellent Painter, to 
repreſent'any the moſt true and liuely likencſle of any crea- 
ture,is in reaſon cleare, and hath beene alſo beforc proued, 

Therefore a true teſtimony may be truly giuen, and jultly 
accepred or taken of a liuely ſhape, figure, likenefle, or pro- 
portion, really preſented (by the Art of the Diuell) vnto the 
cyc. All the doubt then remaining, is,to put a true difference 
between that which our imaginatis doth repreſent vnto vs, 
from within the brain,jand that which we ſee without by the 
outward ſenſc, This difference wil beſt appeare by an exam- 
ple. Fernelins in his firſt book, cap. 11. de Abd.rer. cauſ.doth 
make mention of aman,who by the force of charms, would 
conjure into a looking glaſle certaine ſhapes or viſions, 
which there would either by writing, or by lively preſentati- 
ons {9 perfeRly expreflc and ſatisfie , whatſoeuer he did de- 
maund or commaund yvnto them , that eafily and readily ir 
might be diſtinguiſhed , and knowne by ſtanders by, This 
Ferneli:zs doth report that he ſawe himſelfe. What ſhall wee 
ſay herein.? Was this Diucliſh practice a thing doubtfull ? 
Was it not manifeſt to many cyes,diuerfity of beholders,and 
the iucicious view of a learned and diſcerning fight ? It 
therefore could not be a meere imagination , but was a true 
outward obiect, Thoſe things which ate mecrly in imagina- 
tion (with thoſe mien who diſeaſes depriue not of their ſenſe 
or reaſon) are by right reaſon and true ſenſe, after a ſhort 
time of their preualence, ca{zly deteCted to be imaginary;but 
thoſe things which are truly, really, and certainely ſeene, re- 
maine the ſame for euer after in their due reception of ſente; 
with vndoubred and vnchanged allowance of reaſon, 

Hence it is,that a man in aſlcep or dream,tthogh for a ſhort 
ſpace, hedoth oft-times verily,really, and very Feelin gly (as 
it were) thinke himſelfe in many a&ions and employments 
yet when he awaketh from ſleep, his ſenſe and reaſon do tell 
him hee was butina dreame, Many ſicke perſons likewiſe 
yſually, though waking, dreame of things falſely imagined, 


but the diſeaſe being Jon, and their ſenſe and reaſon there- 


M 2 from 
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from recouered, they then know ar.d laugh art the fallacies of 
their imaginations, By theſe ſhort inſtances it is apparent, 
that it 1s not a thing impolsible, but vſuall and familiar vnto 
all kinde of men that want not their common wits, to diſtin- 
ouſh berweenc thoſe things which are only in imaginatt- 
on, and thole which are reall and indecde, 

From hence we may then truly conclude, that againſt the 
aQs of Sorcery and Witch-craft manitelt to fenſe,the due te- 
ſtimonics of vnderſtanding ,citcreete,and juſt men, ought to 
bee no icfle equiualent then againſt any other open acts, or 
crime whattocuer, whereof the Witch of Exdor may ferue to 
(hut vp and conclude all doubr for cuer herein, for an vnan- 
ſwerable inſtance and prooie. She acknowledgerh her guilt 
and crime might be made manifeſt vnto Sar! in theſe words, 
1. $am,28.9, Wherefore ſeckelt thouto take me in a ſnare, 
ro cauſe meto dye ? Sz hkewile bimlelfe doth grant vnto 
her, the ſuſhcicncy of his teſtimony to caulc her to dyc,verſ, 
g9.in theſe words, As the Lordliueth, no harme ſhall come 
vnto thee, for this thing : meaning, by his teftimony of her 
fact,no harme ſhould come vnto her, But here may be obie- 


Qed,that it was not his teſtimony of her fact of raiſing the yi- 


fon of S4x/, which the Witch did feare, but his teſtimony of 
her confelsion of her {eiſe to be a Witch, by promiſing to yn- 
dertake it, The contrary is manifeſt by the Text, verſe 21: 
| See,thy hand-mayd hath obeyed thy voyce, and I haue put 
my loule in thy hand, and haue cbeyed the word whchthou 
ſaydſt ynto me, Andrthus is the doubt concerning the ſufh- 
CIency of teſtimonies and witnefle in caſe of Witch-craft (a-- 
tified. It now remaineth as was promiſed and intended,thar 
we next view that light vnto the diſcouery of Witch-craft, 
which artificiall comecture, probable reaſon and likely pre- 
ſumption do afford, fince what ſenſe and reaſon haue made 
manite{t is alrcady declared, 
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CHAP. XIL 


That Witches ad TVitch-craft may bee diſconered by probable 
rc: /,2 ad preſumption. 


5 from things euident to ſenſe, and manifcſt to rea- 
ſon, there iflueth a certainety of vyndoubred knows- 
- ledge: ſoin things that carry onely probabilitie, di- 
ligence 10th beget and produce vericy and * truth cf opini- 
| 6 7 ” n * _ , . 
on, Hence it commeth to paſſe, that he who truely knoweth, Opinto yer1 
and knowinoly can diſtineuiſh and diſcerne the validitic eſt habroy Cins 
: SJ © ol ) Caconclulones 


Aiaturc, difference, and right vie of probabilities, doth moſt «x D;ulecics 


teldome in his opinions miltake or erre. pPronu:ictatis, 
Hence alſo it commeth to paſle,that according to ſeuerall Arilt n lid. 

meaſures,and degrees of diligence,ftudy,praCtice, and exer- Analye 

ciſe of judging in probabilities, men doe diuerſly difter.ſoine 

excelling other in the meritcd [tiles and attribures of ſibril- 

tie, Policy, Sagacity, Exquiſitenes, Ir is true, that in proba- 

bilitic, is nc perpetuall *-cerrainty : notwithſtanding.he that *Ce.tumeR, 

warily and wiſely weigneth it, cannot in the yncertainty quod nunquam 

thereof but finde more certainty, then in blinde and ynlike- iter hatgproe 


ly caſnalrie; then in raſh attempts and proſecutions, yoide of _— ques 
counſell,or lik-ly reaſon, Fae. Citterd. 

For although ſoinertimes. thoſe things which ſeeme moſt 
likely and probable,doe happen to proue falſe, yet doth na- * Probahilia 
rure and reaſon teach and inioyne vs rather to giue credir ſunt, quzpro- 
thereto; & experience doth manifeſt that the cauſe of decep- vir wap Oo 
. . .  Nibus, ziit; lus 
tion therein,for the moſt part,doth conſiſt in the weakeneſle ,,iv* i owne 
of mans iudping thereofaright. For in iudging of probabi- !ap1cntibus, & 
lities, are great odds, ſome things onely feeme probable to 1js finon plurts 
ſuch as are * wiſe, learned, expert, ſubtill: ſome vnto the 25" Maxime 
moſt exquiſite ludges alone : ſome to cucry vulgar - {ome to (egy | Frog 
the choiſe an! beſt ſort of Vulgars, and not ynso all ; and in ra DE 2 op | 
theſe differences ,doth neceffarily breed much error and mi- Autor, 
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Raking. Notwithſtanding, the vertue and force of probabi- 
litic it ielfe, ſimply doth not deceiuc, or vſually faile, bur as it 
13 diucrſly and differcntly conceiued by men, that oft pro- 
ueth falſe, which ſeemed likely, Varems hune perhibemus o9- 
timum,\aith Cicero, qui bene conyciet, that is, wee auouch and 
aſhrme that man to be the belt Prophet, or prognoſticator of 
i{lues to come or happen, .who hath the-power and skill of 
right and true coniecture, which euer confiſteth in the ex- 
quiſite perpenſion of probable inducements, 

What is among men more admired, or more worthy to 
be admircd, then this art, this sKkill, this power ? Who doth 
not know what vic, alſo what bencfit doth ariſe thereby, 
both vnto the true warrant and allowance of action, and al- 
{o ynto the maintenance, and iuſtification of r1ght opinion, 
in counſels and deliberation? As in all other faculties and ſci- 
ences, the excellencie and necefſitie thereof doth brightly 
ſhinc: lo moſt apertly vnto common obſeruation, it doth 
proue and manifeſt it ſelfe inthe two ſeuerall profelsions of 
rhe Logician and the Oratonr, 

The Logician in his diſcrepations and queſtions, concer- 
ning doubts and ambiguities, by the diligence of ſubtill diſ- 
pute, from the light of probabilitie, reCtifieth the vnſtable 
fluctuation of vnconſtant opinion, and produceth through 
mature diſquiſhtion, and ractocination, what is moſt fe, 
moſt conſonant with truth, to hold, aftirme, or bee per- 
{waded. 

The Oraterr in his contecturall ſtate or queſtions, in his 
pleas of doubtfull and controuerſcd facts, or rights, wherein 
oft-times probabilitie and lixclihood ſeeme to ftand equall 
and ynpartiall vnto both parts: notwithſtanding by mature, 
acute, and ſcaſonable preſſing, and vrging that which is 
moſt like , moſt reaſonable, and conſonant with right, with 
law and: cquitie, in the end doth bring into light,and diſco. 
uer, what is moſt equall, vpright, and worthy to be credi- 
red, or reſpected. What cuictions of truth and right, what 
conuictions of guilt and errour doe dayly iſſue from hence, 
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common experience doth proue and demonſtrate, 

Thus much briefely prefixed in general, concerning the 
neceſſitie, light and truth of probabilities z ir now remaineth 
to conſider the vieand power thereof likewiſe, inour parti- 
cular propoled {ubiect of Witch-craft, which common ſenſe 
dbch nor onely iultifie (as in all other ſubie&ts)bur the word 
of yndoubted truth. 

Alnightie God,in caſe of Idolatrie, doth not onely pub- 
liſhand proclaime his dert@iion of that great finne ir lelfe, 
but therewith doth include whatſocucr hath any probabili- 


tic of reſpect, or reference thereto ; whether in affection and 


inclhnation,or in ceremonic or ſuperſtitious ſhew.This is cui- 
cent, Dext. 18,ver,g.where he firſt forbiddeth his people fo 
much as to imitate, or doc after the maners of the Gentiles; 
and afterward particularizcth their making their ſonnes,and 
daughters to paſle thorow the Fre.Likewife Lew, 19.ver.27, 
28, where he forbiddeth as much as the cutting of his peo- 

les heads, or the corners of their heads round, or marring 
the tufrs of their bearcs,or marking or cutting of their fleſh, 


as was the manner of Infidels and Gentiles, in their mour- 


ning and lamenting of the dead, Likewiſe Dent, 16, verſe 
21, Where hee forbiddeth fo much as the planting of any 
groues of trees neere his Altar, becauſe it was the cuſtome, 
inuention, manner, and reſemblance of Idolaters, 

As in caſe of Idolatry, foin caſe of Witch-craft, which is 
likewiſe a kinde of Idolatry , becauſe rhe worſhip of Di- 
uels, Almighty God in thoſe places of holy Writ, where 
ee publiſheth and proclaimcth his high difpleaſure againſt 
Witches and Sorcerers, with that abominable fſinne it ſelte, 


doth alſo condemne as abominable, Firſt, in general all kind | 


of ſhew, of affeion, liking, inclination, or reſpect thereof, 


Secondly, any cuftomes, fafhions, rites, ceremonies, ſu- 
perſtitions, or geftures from thence deriued, or belonging 
thereto. 


The firſt is manifeſt, Lewir,19.verſe 31.There the Prophet, 


from their God Jehowuah,doth charge his people; that they do | 


not . 
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not ſo much as turne toward, or decline toward Sorcerers or 
South-ſayers, vouchſafe to aske any queſtion, or to rcſpect 

+ them: and Lent, 20, verſe 6. hee giucth iudgement and ſen- 
tence of death,againſt that foule that doth but turne or look 
toward them, 

The ſecond is likewiſe manifeſt, Iſaiah 8, verſe 19, where 
Almightie God ncterth rhe {uperſtitious pcepings, whilpe=- 
ri2gs, and miltterings of Sorcerers, and according to thoſe ; 
ecſtures, doth with reproch terme them whiſperers, mutte- | 
rers and peepers: and Dext. 18, verſe 10 11, hee rchearſerh 
their mumblings, & crarmings, and their ſuperſtitious mar- 
king the flying of fowles; and Lewrr. 19. verſe 26, hee no- 
tcth their vaine and ccremonious obſcrumg of tiines, 

Ifthen Almightic God be ſo ſtrict, that hee will not en- 
dure or tolerate ſo much asa friendly looking toward Sor- 

cerers : the leaſt reſpect giuen vnto them, or ſo much as a de-. 
maund of a queſtion at their hands, any inclination toward 

them, any thcir ceremonies,rites or ſuperſtit 10ns,yea,{o ſmal 

2 matter as their very outward geſtures; how can religious 

z.ealc, orthe duty of man toward God his Creator, eſtecme 
any of theſe, or the like, or the leaſt of them, lefle then ſuſh- 

cicat matterof probable doubt, preſumption, religious ica- 

louſic,and ſuſpicion againſt ſuch men,as doe,or dare preſume 

to imitate, to practice or vic them? 

As the holy Scripture hath pointed out ſome few geſtures, 
maners, and rites of Sorcerers, for an example and light vnto 
all other of the ſame kinde : ſo hath the dayly obſcruations 
of ſucceding times added infinite more, which hauc, doe, 
and ſti]l may en creaſe, multiply,and be added, and newly in- 
vented, and put on new diftercnt ſhapes and faſhions, accor- 
ding to the fancie of the contractors therein (which are the 
Diuel, and man poſſeſſed by him, in whoſe powers and will, 

It according to the nature, qualitie & conditions of their con- 
tra, dependcth and conliſteth the variation, or innouation 
of ceremonious rites, 

For this cauſe, among Authors and records both of _ 
_ an 
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and later times, we reade of ſuch diuerſities and numbers. of 
ſuperſtitious litations, dedications, performances , and dia- 
bolicall ſolemnities, As therefore wee haue manifeſted ſuch 
ſuperſtitious rites, ceremonies and geſtures of Sorcerers, as 
the holy Scripture hath noted and deciphered; ſo let vs pro- 
pound ſome other by after-times, and other Authors obſer- 
ued, | | 

Some haue vſcd in their intention or execution of their 
Diabolicall workes, or inthe way of preluſion one kinde of 
*ceremonious homage , and ſome another, Some do neuer 
attempt nor entcrprile 2 Diabolicall execution., but wit 


*Sce Miſter 


N Perkins dif- 


coueiy of 


mumblings, whiſperings,and ſecret founds,and words heard yy.ccherafr, 
grumbling in their mouthes : as Theophraſtus in his 9g. booke chap.z-pag.48 


of herbes and plants dqth witneſle, concerning certaine Ma- 
gicians in gathering Helleboris, and Manaragora : and as is 


| likewiſe vndoubtedly difcouered, by the great attributes 


thatare by many famous Writers aſctibed vnto the Caball 
of the Tewes, and vnto letters, caratters, words,fillables and 
{ſentences ſuperſtitiouſly pronounced, 

Galen writeth , that a ccrtaine Sorcerer by vttering and 
muttering but one word, immediately killed, or cauſed to 
dye a Serpent or Scorpion, Benixenirs in his booke de Abd. 
morb, cauſ, affirmeth, that ſome kinde of people haue beene 
obſerued to do hurt and to ſurpriſe others,by viing only cer- 
taine ſacred and holy words, Ig,is apparant likewiſe,that 0- 
thers haue accompliſhed their diueliſh ends, by apparitions, 
ſhapes, or figures, raiſed or coniuxed into glaſſes; as Fernel:- 
45,an eye-witnefle, in his booke de Abait.rer. carſ. doth pub- 
liſh. Some receiue power and vertue from the Diuell vnto 
their Diabolical preparations, by certainc inchaunted herbs, 
or medicines which they mixe and gather, ſometimes with 
braſſe hooks, ſometimes by Moone-ſhine in the night, ſome - 
times with their feete bare and naked, and their bodics clo- 


thed with white ſurplices, as Pliny 4 2a2via Some are re- 


orted, to obtaine of the Diuell their deſired ends or works, 


by delivering ynto the Duuel bonds or. couenants, wricten 
N ”. 
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with their owne hands. This Serres the French Chronicler 
doth report, confeſſed by coptaine Witches, in the raigne of 
Hezrythe 4. And Mr, Fox, inthelife of Martin Luther, doth 
make mention of a young man, who deltuered a bond vnto 
the Diucll, vpon certaine conditions, which bond was writ- 
ren win tf, Young mans OWNE bloud X and VPOn his repenl- 
tance,and iiccamett 2calous prayer of the people vnato God 
in his behalte, was redcliuvered , and caſt into the Church in 
the view and fight of the whoic affembly there and then be- 
ing. Some deriue an efte&ual yertue vnto their decreed Di- 


ueliſh works, by hanging caraGters or papers about the neck, 
as Plizy report2th.Some practiſe to bring their Diueliſh ends 
vnto iſſue, by coniured images and pictures of waxe, golde, 
earth, or orher matter,as Thomas Aquinas in his booke,gae oc- 
' cultis Nature witneſſeth, 

Holingshed,page 5 34. doth chronicle the execution of cer- 
raine Traitours, for conſpiring the King of Englands death 
by Sorcerous and Magicall pictures of waxe, The ſame au- 
thor, page 1271, doth report, thatin the rwentith yeare of 

3 Queene E11zaBErrtH, a figure-flinger (as heetermeth 
him) being ſuſpected as a Coniurer or Witch, ſodainely dy- 
ing, there was found about him (beſides bookes of coniura- 
tion, & other Sorccrous papers or Caracters) the picture of a 
man wreught out of Tynne. Some late Writers haue obſer- 
ued, that divers Witches by ſuch pictures , haue cauſed the 

perſons thereby repreſented ſecretly to languiſh and con- 

Wh | ſume,as was Jatel proued againſt {ome late famous Witches | 

Wl of Yorke-ſhire and Lancafter , by the teſtimonies beyond ex- | 

[f/ [{ :eption of witneſſes,not only preſent, but Preſidents in their 

$5.5 tryall and arraignment, Some execute their helliſh intenti- | 

Re ons by infernall compoſitions , drawne out of the bowels of 

'dead and'mutthered Tifapts ; as loannes Baptiſt Porta in his 

booke de Magia natwrali,, doth from his owne knowledge 
affirme, 'and tHereto the aller IMaleficarame with others 
doeaſſent., J&* ,*'. _ 

 SorrepraQtifeMſo Softery by tying Knots, as Saint Jerome 
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reſtifieth in vita Hilary , concerning a Prieſt of Aſculapires 
at Memphis, Some practiſe Witch-craft by touching with 
the hand orfinger only, as Binjwenizs ſayth. Somein their 
Sorcerous acts or coniurations, vie partchment made of the 
$kinne of Infants, or children borne before their time : as 
Serres reporteth from the confeſſion of Witches , in the time 
and rajgne of Heyry the fourth dereted, Some for the pro- 
moting of their Diveliſh deuices, vie the miniſtery of liuing 
creatures, or of Diuels and Spirits in their *likeneſle,as hiſto- 
ries report, and Theocratus in his Pharmacentria, ſeemeth to 
credit, inducing there a Sorcereflz, who by the power of her 
bird, did drawe and force her Louer to come vnto her, 

This ſeemeth not impoſsible vnto a Witch, by the multi- 
tude of liuing ſhapes, which the Diuell in former ages hath 
vſually aſſumed , termed Fawnes, Satyres, Nymphes, and the 
like, familjarly conuerſfing with men, Some bring their cur- 
ſed Sorcery vnto their wiſhedend , by ſacrificing-vnto the 
Diuell ſome liuing creatures, as Serres likewiſe witneſſeth, 
from the confeſsion of Witches in Henry the fourth of France 
deprehended 3. among whom, one confeſled to haue offered 
vnto his Diuell or Spirit a Beetle, 

This ſecemeth not improbable, by the Diabolicall litati- 
ons and bloudy ſacrifices, not onely of other creatures , bur 
euen of men, wherewith in ancient time the heathen pleaſed 
their gods, which were no otherthen Diuels, And rather 
then the Diuell will alrogerher want worſhip, hee is ſome- 
times contented to accept the parings of nailes; as Serres frs 
the confeſsion of certain French Witches doth report. Some 
Authors write, that ſome ſorts of Sorcerers are obſerued to 
faſten vp6 men their Magicall miſchicuous eftects, & works, 
by conucying or delivering, vnto the perſons, whom they 
meane to aſſault, meates, or drinkes, or other ſuch like ; as 
is euident by the generally knowne power of the Magicke 
cups of che inchaunted Filrra or loue draughts: and as ſee- 

meth iuſtified by S. eAugnſtine, in his 18. booke de Cinitate 
Dei,making mention of a woman who bewitched others, by 
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delivering onely a piece of cheeſe. Some of our late Coun- 
trimen haue obſerucd , ſome Witches to miſchiefe or ſur- 
priſe ſuch as they intend maliciouſly to deſtroy, by obtaining 
ſome part or parcell of their garments,or any excrements be- : 
longing vnto them, as their hayre or the like, | 
It is not to be doubted that the Diuell, that old Proters,is 7 
ableto change and metamorphile his rites, ceremonies, and 
ſuperſtitions, into what new ſhapes or formes are beſt ſuta- 
ble to his pleaſure and hisfellow-contraQtors moſt commo- 
dious vies, and purpoſes, *Concerning all the former men- 
tioned, althoughir bee exceeding difficult ; nay, an impol- 
ſible thing for any man to auouchi euery of them true in his 
owne knowledge or experience ; yetfor that ſome kindes of 
them wee may aſſuredly know and belecue from God hims« : 
ſelfe, who hath in his ſacred word nominated both appariti- $ 
ons of the Diue], as alſo, incantations,charms,ſpels & tamili- 
arity with Spirits; as alſo for that reaſon doth demonſtrate, 
that there may be many more kinds, beſides thoſe named of 
the ſame likeneſlc, natureabuſed, and diveliſh vie; and for 
that vnto otherſome, the credit , worth and merit of thoſe 
Writers by whom they have been-obſerued and publiſhed, 
doth giue weight & eſtimation,it may be afproued as an in- 
fallible conclufion;that whereſoeuer any of them or the like, 
being diligently enquired after, are either really found, or itr 
apparecnce or ſhew reſembling , that there(with the concur- 
rence of circumſtances, and approued precedence of a manj- 
feſt worke of Sorcery conſenting) that there, I ſay, it ought 
to be ſufficient & vncontroled matter, or occaſion of 1uſt ſy- . 
ſpicion & preſumption againſt the particular, in whom the 
are by iuſt witneſſes free from exception, detected and-pal- 
pably known, praQtiſed & exerciſed, As we haue now briefs 
ly recited and called to mind ſome ſorts of ſuch ceremonles, 
rites, ſuperſtitions,manners, inſtruments and geſtures as are . 
- annexed ynto that kinde of Sorcerie or Witch-craft which | 
conliſteth in ation: So let ys alſo recite ſome other ſorts of 
ceremonies, rites, and ſuperſtitions,. which belong vnto thar 
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kinde of Sorcery which is conuerſant in diuinations,reuelati- 
ons of things hidden, predictions, and prophecics. Diuinati- 
ons according to nature orart, as Cicero diltinguiſheth in his 
firſt booke de Di#inatione,we doe not intend or purpoſe, but 
that diuinatio which the ſame Author in the ſame place doth 
refer into a power aboue man , which hee there termeth the 
power of the gods, between whom and duination,the Stoicks 
make this reciprocarion, Ss ſit Dininatio, Dy ſunt,fi Dy ſit, eſt 
Dizinatio ; thatis, if there be right diuination or prediftion 
of things to come not contained in Art or Nature, certainly 
that diuination is of the Gods,as reciprocally where there are 
Gods, there is divination; Here wee ſee playnely, not onely 
rhe antiquity, but the dire originall of diuinations,and that 
they do manifeſtly deriue themſeclues from Idol gods, from 
Infidels, from Idolaters, 

This is further evident likewiſe, by the generall current 
and report of all hiſtories,cuen from the firſt beginning and 
foundation of Rome by Romwmns , as through all ancienr 
writings and writers, the frequent mention of Argury, eA- 
ruſpicy,Extiſpicy, and the like, doth plentifully witneſſe. The 
holy Scripture alſo and Word of God doth teſtific the ſame, 
Dent, 18. verſe 9z10,11. where diuination by the flying of 
fowles, by the obſctuation of times, and the like,are recko- 
ned among the abominations of the Nations, or Gentiles. 

The originall then of Diuinarions ifluing from Diuels (be- 
cauſe from falſe gods,the gods of the heathen and Idolaters ) 
let vs for the better noting of the abomination it ſelfe , ob- 
ſerue and point out ſome of their ceremonies, manners, and 
ſuperſtitions alſo. _ | 

Some in old time vſed to diuine,as by the flying of fowles, 
ſo by viewing of lightning, by monſters, by lots, by inſpeQi- 
on ofthe ſtarres, by dreames, per monitra,& portenta, fulgura, 


fortes , Inſomnia, per Aftra, as Cicero teftifieth at large in 


his bookes de Diuinatione, Some did yſc to draw their Di-- 
vinations out of tubs, or vefſcls of water, whereinto were 


caſt certaine thin plates of filuer and gold, and other preci- - 
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94 The Tryall of witch-craft, 

ous Iewels, by which the Diue!s (which Infidels ignoran tly 
called their gods) were allured ro anſwere vnto deman ds, 
doubts, and queſtions, as is by Pell deſcribed, and was v- 
ſual among the Aſſrian conieQtors. Some derived their Di- 
uinations fromlooking-glaſſes , whercin the Diucl ſatis- 
fied ynto demands and queſtious, by figures and ſhapes 
there appearing. 

This kinde of Djuination was called anew mwa where- 
vnto came very neere and was like Z7zzxoparrus, Some 
fetch their Dininacions by lots, taken from points, letters, 
caraQters,figures, words, ſyllables, ſen.enccs, which kinde 


. . K- * . . * 4 
of diuination is diſtinguiſhed by the naine of xanegum Trig 


If wee ſhould number vp euery particular kinde of ſhape, 


wherein Diuination doth ſhrowde it ſelfe , it would proue a 
long and tedious voyage,not onely through fire, water,ayre, 
earth, and other farre diſtant and diuided parts of the wide 
and fpacious world, but through ſiues, riddles, the guts and 
bowels of the dead, and mary other ſecret haunts & holes, 
wherein as the inuincible Labyrinths of intricate illuſions, 
the diuell doth ſhadow and hide his ſubtill infidiation of 


filly deceiued man. 


Hee that deſireth more curiouſly to reade other particu- 


lars hercin, I referFe him vnto S, Augn{tme, de natura Demo- 
»um,and to Camerarins,de Dininationum pereribus, Itis ſufh- 


cient that the truth and poſſbilitie of theſe kindes of Diuina- 


tions and the like, with thcir ceremonies,rites,cuſtomes, and 
ſuperſtitions; as alſo their deteſted o1iginall, end, vie, and 
abomination, is eſteemed diuelliſh by the Word of God,and 
15 moſt ſacred voice, wherein vnder thoſe kindes of Diuina- 
tion, by theflying of fowles, obſeruation of times, Devr, 18, 
verſe 10, 11, and vaine gazing and beholding the ſtarres, 
Iſaiah 47. 19. he diſplayeth and iudgeth the nature and qua- 
litie of all other he like, couered by what ſtyles or names ſo 
euer, The enumeration of any more forts, might increaſe in 
number, and aduance curioſity,but can adde nothing in ſub- 
ſtance or materiall vſe, 
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We haue ſummarily (whercif, our information is ſuffici- 
ent compecence ) produced ſome few ſorts of ceremonies, 
rites, and ſuperſtitious geſtures in both kindes, that is,both 
ſuch as belong to that kinde of Sorcery, which conſifteth in 
act, and working, asalſo that which is exerciſed in Diuina- 
tion, prediction, and reuelation, 

The generall rule and reaſon is the ſame, and cxtendeth 
it ſeife equally againſt both, 

Let vs then in the concluſion thus conioyne them both to- 
gether. What man is he among men {o blind, who beholding 
1n any man the former ceremonies, rites, prelufions, or ge- 
(tures, being ſuſpicious notes, markes, cognizances and 
badges of Sorcerers and Witches, in either kinde, and doth 
not thinke that he may with good reaſon doubt the ordina- 
rie correſpondence of fruits, and workes anſwerable there- *11,4. Dorking 
to? Vnto the former preſumption, if circumſtances of tirne, in his diſcourſe 
place, inſtruments and meanes, fitting ſuch diucliſh As op- of Wachcratr, 
portunitie, and the like do? adde their force, doth not iuſt np 
occaſion of doubr increaſe? For illuſtration and example, 2,019.48. cif. 
let ys ſuppole a perſon of a curious and * inquiſitiue diſpoſi- courlc of 
tion in things hidden or inhibited, a man voide of the bark Wich craff, 
and knowledge of God, a ſcarcher after Sorcerers, and their ; 5 pl ealie 
diueliſh Arts,educate among them, by kindred, afhnity, or 56A} _ 
neighbour-hood, with them hauing general] opportunitie ſue renounced 
ynto inchoation into that Diabolicall mylterie, a man likely God and all 
and prone to become a receptacle of Diuels , expreſſed by n hn Cara 
his long obſerued, or knowne flying from or hating all oc- pa. #&a/gon 
calions or places, where the name, mention, worſhip, or renounced the 
adoration of Almighty God is in any kinde vied; a man,out Diuell and all 
of whoſe curſed lips hath at any time beene heard,the * re- lus workes,ſhe 
nouncin o of God, or voluntary profeſſion of loue & friend- noe $4 ky s 
ſhip vnto the Diuell (all which with horror ſometimes my jon oftherea, 
owne cares did heare, in a* woman at an open afſiſe, being ton,(videlicer) 
there indited vpon ſuſpicion of Witch-crafr. ) for that the 

Let ys yet further conſider in the ſame man, an extraordi. P19!) had nes 


JA uer done her 
nary alienation of himſelfe, from all ſocietie and company any hurt. 5 
with 
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with men (for that familiar conuerſation with Diuels , be- 

getterh an hatred and deteſtation, both of the remembrance 

of God or ſight of men) likewiſe a frequentation or ſolemne 
* Scrres,from haunting, of deſart * places, forſaken and vnaccuftomed of 


the confels1on men,the habitations of Zym and /;m,graues and {epulchres, 


t Witch v.: ; Marke 5. 1 ( 
iv "gp o brag ſeemeth, Math. 8, Luke 8, HMarke 5, in the poſleſicd 


cenlured in 


theraignevf The poſleſſed and the Witch, are both the habitacles of 
Henry 4,of Diuels; with this onely difterence,that the Witch doth ywil- 
France, lingly entertaine him. | 
His cuſtome of haunting tombes and ſepifchers, in the 
one doth makeit probable, and credible in the other; Like- 
wiſca ſolitary ſalacing kimlelfe, or accuſtoming abroad off, 
and vſually alone, and vnaccompanied at times and houres 
vnuſuall and vncouth to men, as the molt darke ſeaſons of 
the night, fitting the darke workes, and the workemen of 
the Prince of Darknes. 

Let vs yet more particularly obſerue this man branded 
with the former note, ſeeming or profeſſing to prattice 
workes aboue the power and poſſibilitic of man, to threaten 
or promiſe to pertorme, beyond the cuſtome of men, whe- 

+ therin generall, or toward any particular, In a diuelliſhin- 
tended action bent againſt any particular, likewiſe wee may 
diligently examine any manifeſt ſpeciall prouocation , firſt 
given: ſecondly, an apparent apprehenſion thereofexpreſſed 
by words, geſtures, or deeds : thirdly,intention,or expea- 
tion, ſucceeding the prouocation, ſtarting our oft times, or 
intimated by any raſh,vnaduiſed,or ſodaineproie&,of head- 
dic and ynbridled paſſion : fourthly, the opportunitic ſutable 
ynto ſuch an intended deſlſeigne, as time and place compe- 
tent for acceſſe, ſpeech, ſight, or receiuing from, or giuing 
ynto the particular, againſt whom ſuch diuelliſh thoughts 
are ſer, any thing, wherein any inchanted power or vertue is 
yſually hid and conucighed, 

Aftera Sorcerous deede is thus certaineiy obſcrued to 


proccede , we may then further with vigilant circumſpecti- 
ON 
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on yiew, Whether ought may be dereCted, iuſtly arguing his 
reioycing pride,or boaſting therin,that ſtandeth iuſtly ſuſpe- 
Red, or oughtthat may proue or expreſle his doubt, or feare 
of diſcoucry, his guilty lookes , cunning euaſions, ſhifting, 
lying,or contradictory antweres, and apologies vnto parti- 
culars vrged. 

Theſe circumſtances and the like, though each alone and 
ſingle, may ſeeme of no moment or weight, yet concurring 
rogether, or aptly conferred, they oft produce a worth from 
whence doth iflue full and complete ſarisfaction. Yer; [tmilia 
ſingula ſuo ponaere monent , roaceruata multum proficinnt (faith 
Cicero) that is, euery (ingle circumſtance hath his weight and 
vſe, but conſenting and concurring together, they do much 
advantage. Since then what vyertue or power ſocuer, circum- 
ſtances and preſumptions, dog vſually and generally vnfold 
in all other ſubie&ts or marters whatſoeuer , the ſame equal- 
ly and as largely, reaſon doth here diſplay and offer in this of 
Wirch-craft-: why ſhould not the like praftice thereof here- 
in a}fo be vrged and found, as likely and ſuccesfull? Ido not 
commend or allow the vſuall raſh , fooliſh and fantaſticall 
abuſe of circumſtances , nor their wreſting and forging, nor 
the-cottiuration or raifing vp of their likeneſſe, and | 5% Au 
without any ſubſtance or truth (as is too Common and yul- 
gar)out of meere fancy or defect of true iudgement, withour 
the due manifeſtation of a certaine crime firſt in this kinde 
aflured, 

But where all the former circumſtances doe truly and re- 
ally occurre, or moſt of them, or the moſt materiall amongft 
them with an apparant vncotroled precedent euidence of an 
yndoubred att of Sorcery , and are not indirectly wreſted or 
guilefully extorted, but direCly proued,and fairly produced 
and vrged; what man'inigying his cemmon ſenſeor reaſon, 
can be ignorant, what alarge ſcope and faire fielde they do 
yeeld toſent, to trace and chace the moſt hidden and ſecret 
guilt of Witches whatſocuer, out of their vtmoſt ſhifting 


moſt cloſe couerts and ſubtill concealements ? 
| © I doc 
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I doe not affirme circumſtances and preſumptions, ſimply 

in themſelues ſufficient to proue or condemne a Witch : but 
what realonable man will or can doubt or deny, where firſt a 
manifeſt worke of Sorcery is with truc iudgement ditcerned, 
and knowne certainly perpetrarte : that the former circum- 
ſtances and preſumprticns pointing vnto a particular, doe 
o1Ue ſufficient warrant, reaſon , and matter of calling that 
particular into queſtion,and of inicyning & vrging him yn- 
to his purgation and iuſtification from thoſe cuill apparan- 
ces, whereby through the dittcrencies, iarres, contrarieties, 
and contradictions of the falic faces and vizards of ſeeming 
truth(becauſe identity and vuity is properly and ſolely found 
with truth it {elfe 1nuiolable and the ſame ) guiltinefle is oft 
ynable rofinde a couertto hide it ſclfe, but rubbed or gal- 
led vnto the quicke, doth breake out and iſſue forth in his 
owne perfteCt and yndeceiuing likenefle, It may be obieed, 
that it doth commonly fall out, and is ſo oft ſeene, that the < 
hearts of Witches are by the Diuell ſo polleſſed, {o hardned 
and ſealed vp againſt all touchs, cither of any conſcience, or 
zhe leaſt ſparke of the afteions of men left in them , that 
there is no poſſibility , or hope of any prevalence, by the 
preſſing of any preſumptions or circumſtances, which 
they for the moſt part will anſwere with wilfull and peruerſe 
Glence, 

This is and may be ſomctimes true, yet is no ſufficient rea- | 
ſon, why due proofe and tryall ſhould not alwayes diligent- 
ly be made hercin, fince firſt experience it ſelfe doth witneſle 
a manifeſt benefit thereby : ſecondly, the like reaſonable 
courſe and praCtice is knowne both vſuall, fruitfull, and efte- 
Ruall in all other diſquifſitions,and inquiſitions whatſoecuer: 
and thirdly, the Diuell himſelfe, the Witches and Sorcerers | 
great and graund Maſter, though of farre fewer words then 
Witchesfas {cldome ſpeaking at all } and abounding with 
farre more ſubtiltic and cunning ; yet is he not able by all his 
art or cunning, alwayes to hide his owne workes, but by pre- 
ſumprtions and circumſtances, wiſe and ynderftanding hearts 
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loc oft diſcerne and diſcouer them, as is by dayly experi- 
ace ſcene and teſtified, and is confirmed by the proofe 
{hich all holy and godly men haue cuer had thereof, And 
9 this purpoſe,and for this cauſe the holy Scripture doth re- 
juire Gods choſen children, to fift and triethe Spirits, whe- 
tacr they be of God or no, that is , whether they bce of his 
holy Spirit, or of the euill ſpirit which is the Diuell. 
Although therefore God for his owne ſecret decree, or 
purpoſe,do permit the Diuell ſometimes to hide and ſhadow 
the guilt of his aſſociates, Witches and Sorcerers, from the 
ſight or depreheuſion of man, and thereby, ſometimes, 
fruſtrate mans iuſt endeuour and duty of their diſcouery; yer 
doth hee not totally or altogether herein ſubie& , or capti- 
uate, orabridge mans power or poſſibility of preualence, ec- 
uen apainſt all the power and force of Diuels, as oft-times 
our dulleſt ſenſes cannot chooſe but witneſſe, 
Could the Dinell, or their owne craft whatſoeuer, deli- 


uerthe Sorcerers from deſtruction out of the hands of Sax/, 


who iuſtly deſtroyed them al out of the land of Iſrael, 1.Saw. 
18, verſe 9. or out of the hands of /oſhua, who according to 
lawe, tooke away or aboliſhed all that had familiar Spirits, 
and Southſayers, 24 Kings chap. 27. verſe 24? The extirpati- 
on of theſe Southſayers, by thoſe Princes, was commended 
of God, and by his Lawe commanded, Lenit. 20, 27. The 
ſame Lawe of God commaundeth, that no man be judged 
or put to death, but by the mouth of two witneſſes, from 
whence it is neceflarily colleC&ted, that the workes of Sorce- 
ry are not alwayes hidden, but oft-times fo open, that they 
may be manifeſtly noted , otherwiſe, how could they be te- 
ified, which vnto their condemnation the Lawe doth cuer 
preſuppoſe and neceflarily commaund? 

Neither is this Lawe of God any thing diſcrepam from 
the common equity of all lawes, or fromreaſon it ſelfe : firſt, 
for that many workes of Sorcery do immediately in their 
firſt yiew, manifeſt themſclues to the ſenſe, as is cuident, by 


the miraculous workes of the Enchaunters of Egypt, practt- 
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ICO The Tryall of witch-craft, 
ſed in the fight of Pharaoh King of Egypr. Secondly, for that 


many workes are apparent manifeſtly ro Reaſon, in which, 
though the ſenſe cannot immediately difcerne, or take no- 
tice of their quality and authour ;, yer by neceſſary inference 
and cuidence of reaſon , they are certainly and demonſtra- 4 
tively proued toiſlve from thc power & force of Spirits and 
Diuels, as hath beene formerly declared, concerning both 
works and alſo divinations, prophecies, and reuclations hid- 
denfr6 all curiofity and poſſibility of man. Thirdly,for that 
circumſtances and preſumptions doe with good and likely 
rcaſon call into queſtion, and 1uſtly charge with ſuſpicion(as 
hath becn inſtanced concerning the performers & practiſcrs 
of ceremonious rites, {uperltitious geſtures, ations & man- 
ners vſual vnto Witches & Sorcercrs, Since then, as is before 
proued, Almighty God doth inioine a neceſsity of teſtimo- 
nies, ynto all condemnations & judgements of dezth what + 
ſocuer,and teſtimony doth. alwaies neceſſarily include a ma- 
nifcſtatio of whatſoeuer is teſtihed, either to {enſe,or reaſon, 
or both; itfolloweth as a neceſſary concluſion vnto all that 
hath bin ſayd : that from things either manifeſt to ſenſe , or 
euident to reaſon, iſlueth wholly and folely,not only the rea- 
ſonable and Iikely way of detection of Witches, but the very 
true way by God himſelfe, in all rrue.reafon1nrended and 
commanded, And from this way.it is, both:-by multitudes of 
examples, by experience and reaſon manifeſt, that neither 
Witches, nor the Diuelhimſelfe is altogether able to hide or 
defend their guilt, Diligence therefore herein ducly and 
carefully exerciſing it ſelfe ccrtainely,.. ſhall not, nor-can 
proue the Lawe of God vaine, nor the owne\indeuour fru- 
ſtrate or voyde, alchough haply difficulties and impedi- 
ments may ſometimes interrupt, as in all other caſes and.af- 
- faires is vſuall; R 

Thus hath been made.manifceſt how Witch-craft is diſ-- 
couerable by ſenſe, and cuident by reaſon; likewiſe,thatir is 
no moreinſcrutable or hidden from deteRtion in the inquiſi- 
tion thereof, by ſignes of preſumption, probable andlikely. 
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conicCture or ſuſpicion., . thea all other intricate or hidden 
ſ\ubieCts, or obiects of the ynderftanding what ſoeucr,, For, 
although preſumptions are alone nof ſufhcicnt proofe, yer 
doe they yceld matter and occaſion of diligent and judicious 
10quifition, which is the reaſonable way and due method of 
. vpright procceding, and the common, .hopetull and war- 
ranted path vnrto all deteCtions, in all other caſes of doubt 
and .difficulcy whatſocuer; wherein 1 ſeeno cauſc or reaſon, 
why iudicious, waty & wile practice and proofe, weighing & 
preſsing circumſtances into the bone & marrow, ſhould not 
equally, in caſe.of Witch-craftyas in al other caſes of iudge- 
ment & inquiſitions(though not cuer becauſe that exceedes 
the naure of preſumption) equaly, 1 ſay, and as oft ſhould 
not confound the guilty,and aſl and winde out as faire an 
iſſue. | 

Certainely,if men would more induſtrioufly execrciſe their 
{harper wits, exquiſite ſenſe, and 'awaked judgements, ac- 
cording vnto the former reaſonable, religious,and wudicious 
wayes, exempt from the burden and incumbrance of blinde 
ſuperſtitions; traditionarie and 1maginaric inuentions and 
cuſtomes, no doubt, but cxpericnce would yeeld and bring 
forth in ſhort time, a much more rich increaſe of ſatisfaQion, 
and more happy detection in ludiciall proceedings, 

Iris true, that in the caſe of Witch-craft many things are 
very difficult, hidden andinfolded in miſts and clouds,oucr- 
ſhadowing our reaſon and beft vnderſtanding.. 

Notwithſlanding, why ſhould men be more impatient or 
deieed, that in matters of Witch-craft,many things are oft 


hidden from our knowledge, and diſcouery, when the ſame . 


darkneſle, obſcuricie, difhcultic and doubttulnes, is a thing 
ordinary in many other ſubieCts beſide, as neceſſary vnto vs, 
and concerning which, it may be noleſle truely ſaid, that in 
this life of mortalitie, much more is that whichis vnknowne, 
then that whichis knawne and reuealed vnto vs, . 

Hence is that anctent ſaying of thePhiloſophgr: Hoc 1a»- 
ny [cio, quodnibil ſcio,that is, fo few arethoſe things, which 
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are demonſtratiuely, truely, and certainely knowne , that 
they are nothing in compariſon of the infinite number and 
multirude of ſuch things, as are either onely probable,or ob- 
{cure or in{crutable. 

For to deny that God hath giuen vnto mana great mea- 
ſure of knowledge in many things, were not onely groflc 
darknefſe and blindnefle,but great ingratitude,yea impiety, 
Neuettheleſſe, ir were alſo as great fatuity not to ſee or ac- 
knowledge, that God hath mixed this knowledge with 
much intricare difficultic and ambiguitic, which notwith- 
ſtanding he doth in his wiſedome more or lefle reveale, di- 
ribure and diſpenſe,in ſeuerall meaſures,vnto ſeuerall men, 
according to their ſeuerall cares, ſtudies , indefatigable 
paines, and more induſtrious indeauour, in ſceking and in- 
quiring it: in defect whereof more commonly then either in 
Gods decreed reſtraint, or natures abnuence , mens deſires 


and labours are ſo often annihilate, 


——_— 


CHAP. A11L 


T he confutation of divers erroneous wayes, unto the diſconerie of 
Witches, uulgarly received and approned. 


S true religion doth truely teach the true worſhip of 
Godin that true manner which he requireth, & com- 
mandeth : ſo ſuperſtition in an vnapt meaſure or 
manner,doth offer yp & ſacrifice her vaine & fooliſh zeale or 
feare, Vnto her therefore and her ſacrifice, thus doth Al- 
mightic God reply ; Who required this at your hands? T hate 
and abhor your Sabboths and your new Moones, 7ſaiah 1 2, 
I 3. The heathen Oratour could ſay, Religio continetyr cultu pis 
Deorum. True religion conſiſteth in the holy and true wor- 
ſhip of God, Vnto the aduancing of the worſhip of the true 
God, the extirpation of Witches and Witch-craft ( becauſe 


 It1s the moſt abominable kinde of Idolatry) is aſpeciall ſer. 


utce. 


$43 5 en hr derRroades Won 


ds awd 


— 


———— 


_ with the true Diſconerie thereof. 103 


uice, and acceptable duty ynto God,expreflely commanded 
by himſelfe, Dent. 17.3,4:5- 

In the performance therefore of this worſhip, as it is ſolely 
and truely religious, toſeeke their extermination by thole 
meanes, and in that manner, which Almightie God doth ap- 
proue and allow : ſo with miſgouerned zeale or feare, in the 
1£norance, or neglect of the right manner or way,lnconhde- 
rately to follow ynwarranted pathes thercto, is plaine Su- 
perſtition, | 

[ulins Scaliger, in his third booke of Poetric, thus deſcri- 

beth very liucly the nature of Superſtition, Superſtitio ſatisfa- 
cit ad notandumenm habitum,qno metuimus, aut Deum ſine ra- 
Hoxe, amt e1 6pera attribuimus que opera ne cogtamit quiden Vn- 
quam ille, that is, this word Superſtition doth ſcrue to let 
forth ſuch an habite or diſpoſition of minde , wherein wee 
worſhip or ſo feare God, as is voide of cauſe or reaſon, or 
vnto our owne hurt or damage,we attribute vnto God,as of 
God thoſe workes or things,which Almightie God himlelte 
neuer thought or intended, The word which the Greekes 
vic for Superſtition,is Sindruornt, inconſulta & abſurda dining 
potentie formido,that is, Mabſurd,and 1ll-aduiled fearc or wor- 
{hip of God, which certainelyis there, where he neither re- 
quircth ir, nor is true cauſe or reaſon either of tuch worſhip, 
orin ſuch ſort or manner, 

In this ſpecial part therefore of the worſhip and feare of 
God, namely, inthe diſcouery of Witch-craft and Sorcery, 
as wee haue before laboured to finde out thoſe wayes which 
are lawfull, iuſtifiable, and allowed : ſo letys now briefely 
diſplay the folly and yanity of erroneous and blinde pathes, 
pointing deceirfully thereto ; that wee ſeeke not ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly to ſerue God, inour inioyned and commanded du- 


tics of the diſcouerics of Witches, with our owne vanities 
or follies, raſh ivuentions,or deuices, but in reaſonable; iuſt, 


diſcreete and religious procceding, which is onely and lole- 
ly acceptable with God. 


In former ages and times, haue been publiſhed by diuers 
WIIters, 
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writers, many ridiculous traditions, herein ſo vaine, and ſo 
farre vaworthy any ſerious confutation, that they ſcarce de= 
ſerue ſomuch as bare mention. | 

Of this ſort are the imagined profligations of the fits of 
the bewitched, by beholding the tace of a Prieſt, by being 
touched by hallowed oyntments, or liniments, by the ver- 
rue of exorciſation, of incenſe, of .odours, of certaine mum- 
bled ſacred or myſticall words, 

I will therefore omit theſe, as by time it ſelfe worne exo- 
lete found worthlefle, and almoſt of later writers left name- 
leſſe, and will onely oppoſe and examine ſuch later experi- 
ments, as doe in our time and countrey moſt preuaile in 
eftecmc, 


| 


,CHADP. XII11, 


The caſting of Witches into the water , Scratching , Beating, 
. . R * oO 
Pinching, and arawins of blood ef Witches. 


T is vulgarly credited, that the caſting of ſuppoſed Wit- 

ches bound into the water, and the water refuſing or not 

. ſuffering them to ſinke within her boſome or bowels, is 
an infall;ble detection that ſuch are Witches, 

If this experiment be true, then muſt it neceſſarily ſo be, 

either as a thing ordinary, or as a thing extraordinary : be 


cauſenothing can happen or fall out,thatisnort limited with- 


in this circuit or. compaſle, 

That which is orcioary, is naturall, as likewiſe that which 
js naturall, is ordinarie, Ariſtotle inthe ſecond of his Erthicks, 
ſaith of that which is naturall, qzod aliter non aſſnrſcit, that is, 
ordinarily it is not otherwiſe, then euer the ſame. Fro whence 
it dota follow by good conſequent, that whatſocucr is ordi- 


nary,muſt be naturall, becauſe it keepeth the ſame courſe and 


order, which is the property of nature. 
For this cauſe Scaliger in his booke de ſubrititare ſaith, Na- 
Irs 


LORE 
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tura eſt ordinaria Deipoteitas, that-is, nature is the ordinarie 
power of God, in the oxdinarie courſe and goucrnment of 
all chings. : | MF 
K then this Experiment in che tryall of Witches, bee as a 
thing ordinary (as it is vulgarly eſteemed) it muſt bee found 
Iikewiſe naturall, If it cannot be found naturall, it cannot be 
ordinarie. That it is not, nor cannot be naturall,is manifeſt. 
Firft, for that the ordinatie nature of thingsſenſclefle and 

voide of reaſon, doth not diſtinguiſh one perſon from an- 
other, vertue from vice, a good man from an cuill man. This 
our Sauiour himſclfe doth confirme, Math. 5, verſe 45 God 
maketh. his ſunne to ariſe on the euill, and the good, ard 
ſendeth raine on the ivſt and vniuſt, 

Nay, we may further obſ{eruc in the booke of God,and al- 
{o rcade in rs: a9 of nature and common experience,that 
the common benefit of nature, is not onely youchſafed vnto 
all wicked men indifferently, bur cuen ynrto Diuels them- 
ſclues, who doe not onely participate in nature.che common 
eſſence, faculties.and powers, proper vnto'the ſubſtance and 
nature of all other. Spirits; bur alſo doe exerciſe theſe powers 
and ſpirituall forces viſually vpon other inferiour natures, 
ſubicvnto their ſupernaturall nature, reach and efficacie, 
as isoft ſeene in their workes cuen vpon the bodics & goods 
ofthe bleſſed Saints and ſonnes of God, - 

Herebychen'is euident, that nature cannot take notice,or 
diſtinguiſh a wicked man, no not a Diucl], and therefore 


mnchlefſe a Witch, | 


But here may be obiected, that divers hearbs & other ſim- | 


ples, produce many ſtrange and wondred effects, by an hid- 
den ſecret,and occult quality and property,in Parurny NOOR 
there appeare no maniteſt qualitie o:t-times in them , by 


which in reaſon or probabilitie they ſhould or can bee effe- 
Quall thereto, This Phyficions do dayly witnefſe and prouc 


rrUCs | 75x ; | 
-” 'Why:then may there. nog bee. likewiſe yeclded. the 


like Kidden/power, or antipatheticall yertuciin the, pature of 
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the element of water, and thereby a Witch bee detefed; as 
well without knowne cauſe or reaſon thereof in nature; not- 
withſtanding naturally the euils or diſeaſes both of body 
and minde, are both derected, and cured by elementary ſub- 

' ſtances or compoſitions, in which there is no manifeſt known 
proportion therewith ? 

It is rruely anſwered, that although in this ſuppoſed expe 
riment of the-difpofition of the element of water towards 
Witches, caſualrie my haply ſometimes ſeemeto iuſtific it 
true; yet is not this ſufficient tocuince it a thing naturall, 
Thoſe things which are naturall, neceſſarily and euer pro- 
duce their effe&, except ſome manifeſt or extraordinary in- 
rerception or impediment hinder, 

Thus fire doth neceflarily, ordinarily, and alwayes burne 
and conſume any combuſtible matter or fuell being added 
thereto, except cither ſome manifeſt or extraordinary hin-, 
drance adjen- it, The like tnay be fayde of all other elements 
for their natural effeQs in their proper obies, Natural me- 
dicines likewiſc,if rightly accommodated with prudence,art 
and diſcretion ynto'the right diſcafe, doe neuer faile their y- 
ſuall productions or effects. 3 6 IT 

This, Almighty God in his holy writ doth confirme , and 
long and aged experience of many hundreths of yeares hath 
ſucceſſively witneſſed, wherin the ancient records of all lear- 
ned Writers, haue euer teſtified innumerable medicinal herbs 
and drugges , certainly and truly to bee euer the ſame, Pre- 
-ſenttimes do likewiſe ſee and witneflc it, and-no man doth 
or can doubt it intheright proofe, Concerning any ſuch na- 
ture or cuſtome in the element of water, in the refragation of 
Witches . who was as et euer able ro write and fully re- 
ſolue, or proue it otdinary, 'neceffary, 'certaine ,-cuer: or for 
the moſt part, not fayling as is in courſe of nature moſt infal- 
lible and neuer doubred ? What former ages haue ſucceſ- 
fively vouchſafed the mention of truth or certainty therein? 
Hath Almighty God, ar all, fo much as approuedany opini- 
on Or thought thereof? Is it not rather'to be iuſtly doubted, 
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that it may bee eſteemed among the abominations of the 
Gentiles, which God in his people doth deteſt, Dewtr. 18. 
verſe 9 2 Doe all men inourtime, or good and iuſt men a- 
vouch their owne proofe jn the tryall thereof ? Or contrari- 
wiſe, do not many wiſe, religious, learned and equall minds 
with reaſon reject and contemne it ? Dooth Law as yet 
eſtabliſh ir, or reaſon proue it? How can it then be propoſed 
as equivalent with thoſe reaſonable meanes ar wayes, of iuſt 
proceedings or tryals, which God, his diuine Lawe, his law 
of nature, iudgement, reaſon, experience, and the lawes of 
men haue euer witneſled, perpetually and onely aſſured cer- 
raine andinfallible ? 

It. wanteth the vniuerſall teſtimony of former ages and 
Writers; in this our age itis held in icalofie with the moſt 
Hudicious, ſage, and wiſe : It hathno reaſonable proofe, no 
iuſtifiable tryal hath dared tq auouch it vpon publike record, 
no lawe hath. as yet, thought it worthy of admittance ; and 
the Lawe of Gods not proucd to proue or approue it, If it 
had beene a thing naturall, ordinary , of neceſſary, or of cer- 
taine operation or power, and therein ſo eujdently remarke- 
able , it is impeſsible it ſhould hate eſcaped authenticall ap- 
probation, or the ſame notable teſtimonies, which all other 
tryed truths haue cuer obtained, From the former premiſes 
therefore we conclude, that it cannot be a thing naturall,ne- 
ceſlary or ordinary, If it bee not ordinary , then is it not al- 
wayes the ſame; if not alwayesthe ſame,, then is it ſome- 
times fayling ; if ſometimes fayling, then is it not infallible; 
if notiofallible, then in no true iudgement or iuſtice to bee 
truſted or credited, It nowremayneth to enquire, whether 
being proucd falſe as ordinary, it may not be proucd true as 
extraordinary (tor toeſteeme or grant it, both is an impoſsi- 
bility in nature, and anabſurdiry in reaſon.) Letys grant,it 
may be judged and deemed extraordinary; the next doubt 
then remaining is, whether being extraordinary or miracu- 
lous, it beof God or of the Diuell. 

\ - The reaſon. why ſome men ſuppoſe ir fhould be of God, 
X P 2 FOR 
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is,tor that the water is an clement which is vſed in Baptiſme, 
and therefore by the myraculous & extraordinary power of 
God, doth reicct and retule thoſe who haue renonaced their 
yowe and promiſe thereby, made yvnto God:;, of 'which-ſort 
are Witches, - Is þ 

If this reaſon be ſound and good , why ſhould nor Bread 
and Wine, being elements in that Sacrament of the Eucha- 
riſt, be likewile noted and obſerucd to turne backe, or flye a- 
way from the throates, mouthts, and teeth of Witches 7? and 
why,(if tor the former reaſon, the water beirg an element in 
the Sacrament of couenant, made with God, in the fir(t ini- 
tiation into the faith, doe for that cauſe rcfuſe to receiue 
Witches 'into her boſome', and thereby giue an infallible 
proofe ofa Witch ?  ) Why, I ſay, ſhould not bythe ſame 
reaſon Bread and Wine, being elements in the Sacrament of 
confirmation and growth of faith, refuſe and fly from thoſe 
much more, whole faith and promiſomade-ynto God in ri- 
per and more vnderſtanding yeares , is by them renounted ? 
And why for that cauſc,ſhould not Bread and Wine become 
as infallible markes and teſtimonies vnto'the detection of 
Witches? If the reaſon be goodinthefirſt, it muſt necefari- 
ly be the ſame in the ſecond; and if ivfaylein the fecond, it 
cannot be good or ſound in thefirft, Neither dothit'or can 
it ſtand with any good reaton ar all; tharbecauſe ſo ſmall 
part ofthe element of water, is {ct apart ,vnto that religious 
ſeruice in the Sacrament; therefore , the whole element of 
water, or all other waters mult thereby obtaineany'generall 
common propertic aboue the kinde or nature, - Neither 1s it 
as yctagreed, or concluded generallyaniong the moſt lear- 
ned,and reuerend Diuines, whether that {mall part of water 
which in particular is ſet apart'; or vſed'in the:Sacrament 
doth thereby receiue any: maniteft alreratiqn'ar: all ir ſub- | 
ſtance, eſſence, nature, or-quality, If then that part of 
the element of water it felfe, which is hallowed: into that 
holy vſc, be not manifcſted,or apparantly prouedto-be ther 
by indowed with any yertue,muchleſte can it commmnicate 

wr on of 
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any vertue vnto other waters, which did not participate ther- 
with in the fame religious ſeruice, - Except then there may 
be proued by thts religious vſe of water, tome more endow- 
ment of tenſe or religion therein, then 15 in other elements, 
| why ſhould it more fly from a Witch then the fire, then the 
ayre, then the earth ? The fire doth warme them , the ayrc 
flyethnor from them, but giueth them breathing ; the carth 
| refnſeth not to bearethem, to feede them , to bury them, 
Why then ſhould the water alone runne away or flye from 
them? It may bee anſwered, thatitisa miracle , whereof 
thercfore there neither can nor ought reaſon in nature to be 
demaunded or given, Itit beamiracle,it is cither a true mi- 
Tacle, which onely and folely dath exccede the power of any 
*created nature, or1sa.ſeeming miracle bythe power of the *Non eſt crea. 
Diucil, working effects in reſpec of mans realon,nature,and *97,nili qui 
power ſupernaturall and impoſſible ; notwithſtanding con- At 9B.115as 
tined and limited withimthe general] rule, reaton and power <,j{quam hoc 
of vniverſall natuxe,which he * cannot excecd or tranſcend, poreſt,nifivaus 
being a finite creature, and no infinite Creator, Creator Deus, 


Miracles of the firſt kinde, are raihing from the dead the Aug. 3.deTrin. . 


pm , . . * Aucult; 

ionnof the widdow of Sarepta, by Elias 3.0f the kings,17. Wyre racy y ol 
| | the dividing the water of [ozaex with Elias cloake, 4. of the parett fi non 

Kings 2, the curing of the licke by S. Pauls handkercher, AF. prohiberur, 


5. 19, the raiſing Lazarus by our bleſſed Sauiour and the P=mon: Alia 
non poteſt,etl; 


hke; | $ 
' Miracles of theſecond kindc, are all the workes of the Ai 6 vole 
Enchanters of egypt, Exod, 7. which were onely diucliiſh dum home po. 


ſleights, cunning * imitations, counterters, and Diabolicall reſt, ambulare 
nf , {1non proht- 


reſemblances and-ſhadowes of the true myracles, wrought, FD 
by Almightic God, in the hand of his ſeruant Aeſes. non potelt, er(l 
If this myracle, os this miraculous detection of Witches permurtarur, 


by watcr, be of this later kinde, it is of the Diucll,and is not * Fer. Lomb, 
to be efteemed or named, where the Name of Godis feared I 4 lid. 3, 
or called ypon. vagds 
For although the cunning fraude of the Diuell, aboue and 
beyond all capacitic 'of the no leaſe and Aa 1's 
«ql E of 
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of man, doe ſo liuely oft-times caſt before our eyes, the out- 
ward ſhape and fimilitude of the myracles of God,that man 
is not able caſily to diſtinguiſh chem, or at firſt Gght ro put a | 
true difference - yet muſt men ſtudiouſly, and circumſpeRtly s 
bee aduiſed herein, leſt rathly they contound, or equall the 
7 vile and abie& illuſions of that damned creature the Diuell | 
(though neuer ſo wonderfull in our eyes) vnto the infinite 
power of the Almighty Creator, in his true and truely crea- 
red myracles, which is an high diſhonour vnto our God,and 
accurled impiety, 
For this cauſc, the holy Scripture hath admoniſhed and 
warned the weakenefle of humane vnderſtanding, not to be 
tranſported by fignes and wonders, nor to truſt or give cre- 
dit tocuerymyracle : and our Sauiour himſelfe, Aath, 24, 
verſe 24. doth furniſh his Diſciples with carefull warnin 
Fly El herein, And S. lob, in his Reuclation fore-telleth,that in the 
later dayes and times,the Diuell and the great Whore of Ba- 
bylon, fall with great fignes, wonders, and myracles, ſe- 
duce and deceiue thelaſt ages, and people of the world, 
For this cauſe, ſaith. Saint Amugsſtine, trait. 13, vpon the 
Goſpell of Saint John, Miraculss decipi non debemus, thatioyhe- 


ba F 1 * « 
nd 


Since then myracles are of no validity , except certainely 
and truely knowne to be of God; and fince alſo it is not cafie 
for cuery Spirit to diſcerne thercinzler vs duely examine and 
fift this our ſuppoſed and propoſed myracle in the tryall ayd 
deteRtion of Witches, Tetrns Gregorius Tholoſanu in his Syn- 
ragma inris lib, 2, cap. 124 in a traftate concerning the re- 
licks and Monuments of Saints,together with myracles,doth 


give very honeſt, ſound, and ſubſtanciall direCtion. 


Firfl, that all crediced myracles'be found and allowed by 
re)igious lawes and authoritie, 

Secondly, that the perſous by whom they are firſt reuea- 
ledor knowne, or by whom they are auouched, be zeStes ido- 
nei, ommiq, exceptione maiorss, that is,that they be worthy wit- 

neſics 


\, q_— 
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neſſes of yndoubted and vnftained credit and worth , free 
from all iuſt exception,of holy life, and vnſtained conuerſat:- 
on. Without theſe cautions (faith he) no myracles ought to 
be eſteemed, or receiucd as of ttuth, 

How farre our vulgar tryall of Witches, by the ſuppoſed 
miraculous indication and detection of them by the warter,is 
different from this care or reſpect, this equitie, religion, or 
humanitie, common practice doth openly declare, when 
without allowance of any law, or reſpe& of common ciuili- 
tie, cuery private, raſh, and turbulent perſon, vpon hys owne 
ſurmiſe of a Witch, dare barbarouſly vndertake by ynciuill 
force, and lawlefle violence, to caſt poore people bound in- 
to the water, & there detcine them, for their owne vaine and 
fooliſh luſts, without ſenſe, or care of the ſhameful wrong,or 
iniury, which may befall oft-times innocents thereby. 

Though this kinde of cryall of a Witch,might haply proue 


in-it ſelke worthy to be allowed, yer is it not in euery priuate 


perſon uſtifiable,or tolerable, or without warrant of autho-. 


ritie in any ſort excuſable, The manner therefore of this vul- 
gar tryall, muſt needs with iuſt and honeſt mindes, vncon- 
trouerſedly, and vndoubtedly, be rufticall, barbarous, and 
rude: Now to returne againe into the truth of the myracle it 
ſelfe in this tryall, 

Firſt, let vs enquire with Perrys Gregorins, what religious 
lawes or authoritic haue admitted tt as true, 

Secondly, what religious, reuerend, judicious, graue, or 
holy SpeQators, or eye-witriefles doe auouch it, Letvs yet 
farther proceede with the ſame Author, in the fore-named 
Syntagma, lib. 34. cap. 21. and by {ome other rules, farther 
examine this myracle, ifit bee well and duely auouched and 
credited, concerning the being thereof, whether that being 


be not a being of the Diucl,and of his myracles. Conatrs om- 


»is Damonum (laith that Author ) vnwm habet gencralem ſco- 
pum, operibus Dei ſe obycere,ei debituna honorem ſnbfurari,pios ho- 
minum animos ſibi lucri facere, & avero Deo retrahere, That is, 


the works of the Diuell have one generall ſcope ; namely,ra 
oppolc 
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oppole themſelues againſt the workes of God, to rob God 
of his honour, to draw the hearts of men from God, and to 
gaine them vnto himſelfe, Let vs now conſider the fore-na- 
med miracle by theſe rules, 

Concerning the approbation thereof by any religious 
lawes or authority, haue neuer rcad my ſelfe,nor haue heard 
by others, of ary authentike ſuftrage from claſſicall Author, 
and with good reaſon, I may conceiue and iudge anullitic 
therein, 

Concerning any religious, learned, and judicious Speta« 
tors and auouchetrs of this myracle , whoſe faith and credit 
may be wholly free from all 1uſt exception, it hath euer been 


ia difficult and hard taske to furniſh any true ſufhiciencic or 


competencie in this kinde,though multitude®&ffwarmes of 
deceiued Vulgars, continually and violently obtrude their 
phantaſticall ſominations, Since then as yet there doth no 
manifeſt law ſtand yp to patronage this myracle, and the 
learned, religious, and holy man able to diſcerne and judge, 
and free from exception, 1s not atali, or hardly to be produ- 
ced or found to auouch or countenance it true; it may bee 


with good reaſon ſuſpettcd, and that reaſon may iully diſ- 


{wade a'l lodaine,raſh,or haſtie credit or.truſt thereof, Now 


let vs examine, if it were vyndoubtedly to be aflumed as tr':v, 
whether being true, it be not as truly of the Dijuel, And ir{t 
let vs conſider, whether it doe not oppoſe the workes of 
Cod, which was the firſt direction of Gregorixs, It is herein 
truly conuicted , becauſe the nouclty kd Miacu- 
lous force and might thereof, doth firſt viſually and cofily in- 
tiſe vnſctled braincs , raſhly to forſake the wayes of 14. UC 
ment and judicious legall proceeding, which is the ordi- 
nance and worke of God : ſecondly , doth imbolden ftag- 
gering and ynreſolued minds preſumptuouſly without war- 
rant to expect, to aske or {ecke afigne or miracle, which or- 
dinarily or vnneceſlarily required,our bleiſed Sauior apertly 
condemneth, Marh.16, An adulterous & vnbelccuing gene- 
ration doth feeke a igne or miracle, And as hercjn it dixe- 


'y 
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ly oppoſeth againſt the decree and work of God; ſo likewiſe 
by giuing occaſion and way, that ſuppoſed miracles may be. 
coineyulgarly common and ordinary, whereby the true mi- 
racles'and miraculous workes of Godalſo may grow with 
vndiſcerning men of tefſe eſteeme, vile and ofno accompr. 
Nam miracula Dei aſſidgitate viluerunt ( layth S . e Augnitine) 
the miracles and miraculous works of God, being ott-ſcene, 
become of ſmal or no reputation. The ſecond tryall of a falſe 
miracle, was the robbing of God of his due honour and 
praiſe , which-in this propoſed-.miracle is partly proued, by 
making the extraordinary worke or yſe of miracles ordinary, 
and thereby derogating from the power , worth and nature 
of Gods true miracles (as is before ſayd) partly, by ynthank- 
full vnder-valewing, omitting or relinquiſhing the ordinary 
meanes of tryals and detections of deubtfull truths, which 
God hath made and giuen in kis good grace ; and therefore 
their contempt and negle&is a manifelt robbing of God of 
his due prayſe and glory therein, The third tryall of the Di- 
uels property in miracles, was the ſeducing of mens hearts 
from God vnto himſelfe, whichin our ſuppoſed miracle may 
be neceſſarily concluded. For if the miracle it ſelfe bee vpon 
good grounds before alleaged; rightfully deemed to bee of 
the Diuell, it muſt neceflarily follow, that whatſocuer c- 
ſteeme or reputation is giuen thereto, is a ſecret ſacrifice of 
1gnorance or ſuperſtition vnto the Diucll,;and an hidden and 
couert ſedutionfiom God. And thus hath been proued, or 
at leaſt, with good reaſon alleaged : Firſt, that the tryall of 
Witches by water,is not nacurall or according to any reaſon 
innature, Secondly,if it be extraordinary and a miracle,that 
It is in greater likelihood and probability a miracle of the 
Diuell to inſnare, then any manifeſt miracle of God to glo- 
rifie his name, which isthe truc endofright:miracles. Con- 
cerning the other imagined trials of Witches,as by beating, 
ſcratching, drawing bloud from ſuppoſed or ſuſpe&ed Wit- 
ches, whereby itis ſayd that the firs or diſcaſes of the be- 
Witched doe ceaſe piraculouſly ; as alſo concerning the bur 

ning 
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ning of bewitched cattell, whereby it is ſayd, that the Witch 
is miraculouſly compelled to preſent ber felfe,, 

- Thefe,and the like, I thinke'it, vaine 2nd needlefle, parti- 
cularly or fingly to.confute, becaule it doth directly appeare, 
bytheir cxaminatio,accordin g tothe formerrules 84.6 cory 
againſt the naturalizing of the.deteCtion of Witches, by ca- 
fingthem jnto the water, that firſtthey are excluded out of 
the nunzher of things naturall : ſecondly,zhat being reputed 

as miracles, they will alſo bee rather iuſtly iudged miracles | 

of the Diuel, then of God, by the former reaſons which haue 

ftripped the ſuppoſed miraculous detection of witches by the 
. Water, of any hopefull opinion that they can be of God, 
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The exploration of Witches, by ſupernatwrall reaelations inthe be 
witched, by ſignes and ſecret markes, declared by the bewitched 
ro be in the body of the ſuſpetted Witch, by the touch of the Witch 


curing the touched bewitched, 


Here remain as yet other. miraculous explorations of 
a Witch, carrying in-their firſt view a far more won- 


dred repreſentation then any or al the former explo- 


rations. One is, when perſons bewitched, ſhall in the time 
of their ſtrange fits or traunces nominate or accuſe a Witch, 
and for a true teſtimony againſt him, or her, thus nominated, 
ſhall reueale ſecret markes in his or her body, neuer before 
ſeene or knowne by any creature ; nay, the very words or 
works, which the ſuppoſed , or thus nominated Witch ſhall 
be ating or ſpeaking in farre diſtant places, euen in the ve= 
ry moment and point of time, while they are in acting or 
x ſpcaking; all which I haue ſometimes my ſelfe heard and ſeen 
proued true, This is reputed a certain conuition of a Witch, 
Another miraculous tryall of a V Vitch and like vnto this, 


wondcetfull js, when a ſuppoſed VVitch required by the be- 
witched, 


with the true Diſcouerie thereof x15 
witched,doth touch him or het{though when vnknowne or 


ynperceiued by the puny erage 4 according to 
the predition of that iflue by the bewitched, he or fheeim- 


. mediately are delivered fromthe preſent fir or agonie, that 


then was ypon him or her, which T haue alſo my ſelfe ſcene. 
For the better diſcouery of truth in theſe ſo wondred difh- 
culties, let ys firſt recall ro minde theſe few obſeruations in 
our former Treatife determined and proned, Firſt, that the 
Diuel doth many miraculous and ſupernatural chings meere- 
ly fimply andalone ofhiniſelfe, for his owne ends,and with- 
out the inſtigation or aſſociation of a Witch, This was made 
manifeſt by his conference , diſpuration and fpeech with 
Ex after a miraculous manner, outof the body of the Ser- 
pent,when as yet neither Witch, nor Witch-craft were come 
into the world, Secondly, that the Diuell is ableto obtrude 
or impoſe his ſupernaturall or miraculous workes ypon men, 
againſt their knowledge, hiking, will,or affe&ion,and being 
vnrequired, This is cleere by his tranſueRion of the body of 
our bleſſed Sauiour, as ſo by his yiolent caſting of the bo- 
dies of the poſſeſſed, among(t the people mentioned in the 
Goſpell. Thirdly, let vs not here forget ſpecially, that hee is 
able to tranſmit and ſend ynto, or intomen-ynrequired, and 
withouttheirdeſire or affet,ſecretrpdiwvers,force, knowledge, 
illuminations,and ſupernaturall reuelations;This was proued 
by the poſſeſſed in the Goſpel,)who from a ſecret and hidden 
rcuelation and power, aboue and beyond thiemſelyes,, were 
able to vtter that highmyRtery,as yet hidden from the world, 
that Ieſus was the Sonne of the liuing God, This could not 
be knowne vnto them, by their owne reaſon or nature , be- 
ivg aboue and beyond all reaſon or nature;and by grace onl 
then begun ro be revealed yntothe- bleſſed Diſciples themn= 
ſelues. To thinke that the poſſtffed could have that know- 
ledge equaily with the Diſciples by theſame grace;wereim- 
pious derogarionfrom their Apoſtolicall priuiledge and pre- 
rogatiue therein, vito whom did properly belong the firft 
frujcs rhereof alone, PP? ET Re | 
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This ſupernaturall reuclation therefore was transfuſed in- 
to the poſleſied by the Diuell, who could not.be ignorant of 
the Lyon of /xda,the mighty deſtroyer of his ſpirituall king- 
dome, long beforerhe diſciples were borne, or capable. of 
knowledge. And thus hauing recalled theſc obſcruations, 
from them doe iſſue theſe neceſlarie inferences, Firſt, that all 
{upernaturall acts or workes in men, are notto bee imputed 
ynto thoſe men, Secondly, that for this cauſe thoſe ſuperna- 
turall workes, are onely to-be imputed vnto men which the 
Diuell, according vnto contra& er Couenant which thofe 
men der and produce. 

Andtfor this cauſe,in the inquiſition of Witch-craft,when 
we haue.truely firſt deteGted an a, done by. a fpirituall and 
ſupernaturall force(becauſe it isinall lawes iniurious, to. ac= 
cuſe of any act, before it be certainely knowne the at hath 
been committed) then,and not before, wee ought indeuour 
direQly and neceſſarily to proue the.contrat , conſent, and 
affeion of the perſon ſuſpeRed, vnto, or in that ſupernatu- 
rall a&, that being no lefleeſſentiall, to dete&t and diſcouer 
thetrue and yndoubted Witch, then the ſupernaturall act, 
being certainely apparent, doth yudoubtedly proue the Di= 
uell,and his power therein. | 

This equall regard, in caſe of Witch-craft, ought to bee. 
carcfully-ballanced, without which vaine and vnſtable men 
ſhall eur attheir luſt and pleaſure, vpon affeRtions and paſſi- 
ons,be priuiledged with impunity, te lay yniuſt imputations, 
and vc wrongfull violence and oppreſſion, beyond all equi- 
tic,orrealon,, _ EA b 

When therefore men that are prudent, iudicious,and able 
to diſcerne, do firſt aduiſedly vpon good ground and.reaſon, 
adiudge a ſupernaturalla&t cuidently done, or at leaſt wor- 
thy to be ſuſpeed-: ſecondly , ſhall by uſt and reaſonable 
proofe, orat leaft-lively and.faire preſumption, dete&Q the 
contra, affeQtion, or conſentof any nuanin that a&, then 
and not before, is the accuſation,inquifition,and inditement 


of Witch-craft, againſt any mar. equall and uſt, Ny 
FO or 


ww . 
_—_ 


5 
» 


LE 
& © as *. cue. 


with the true Diſcoutry thereof. 117 


For ſince a ſupernaturall worke can bee truely and Gmply 
no at of anaturall man,andis the immediate hand & power 
of a Diucll(as is formerly proued)it is the mans conſent,con- 
tract and couenant alone, in the a& with the Diuell, that be- 
ing detected and diſcouered, doth infallibly and eſſentially 
proue him a Witch,zand not the at it ſelfe, 

Theſe obſeruations , and conſiderations, firſt neceſſarily 
prefixed, let vs now proceed ynto the two former propoun- 
ded experiments of the miraculous deteCtion of Witches. 

Itis neceſſarily true, thatit can folely proceed from a ſu- 
pernacurall power, that the bewitched are inabled in their 
traunces, tofore-tell the ſequel of the ſuppoſed Witches 
rouch : likewiſe, that the nominated Witch,ſhall according- 
ly by her touch immediately free and diſpoſleſſe the Sicke or 
the bewitched of their agonies, 

It is as neceſſarily true alſo, that it can ſolely proccede 

from a ſupernaturall power , that the bewitched are able *Hereinthe 
in their traunces to nominate the moſt ſecret and hidden = . 
markes in the bodies of the ſuſpe&ted Witch, her preſent Feder amy ny God 
ſpeech * and-aQtions in farre diſtant places, and the like, inhis holy 
but whether theſe miraculous Reuclations, with their an- P:opher, who 


iwerable cuents, ought to bee cfteemed juſt conuitions was able byhig 
diuine reutla« 


_ of the perſons thus by a ſupernaturall finger, pointed out Ck banks 


and-noted ; as alſo whether they procecde of G © Þ or knowne what 


of. the Diuell, 1s yery matcriall, to examine and: con= the King ſpake 
inhis Privy 


ſider, Chamb 
, cr. 
If they proceede from God, their end, their extraordinary Kings verſe 


neceſſitieand vſe, bent ſolely vnto the immediate ſpeciall ;, chap.6. 
glory,or extraordinary glorificationof God therein, will e- Heherem alſo 
uidently declare. counterferteth 
What more extraordinary glorification of God can bee the Diunitic 
pretended in the needtulneſſc of a miraculous dereCtion of (..;q,, Nath. 
Witch-craft, then of any other finne committed,as immedi- nicl,when he 
ately againſt God;and with as high an hand? Witch-craft is, was vader the 
indeed one kinde. of horrid: renunciation, and forſaking of TRnG 
God,but there are many more kinds much more helliſh then __ 
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this ſecret and concealed defeCtion : as the open curſings , 
wilfull blaſphemings, and ſpitefull railings vpon God, eucn 
ynto his face, profeſſed hatred and contempt of God. 
Among many Offendors in theſe kindes, after their owne 
long prouoking continuance therein,and Almighty God his 
ynſpeakeable long ſuffering and patience: ſome few ſome=- 
times haue been made hideous ſpeRtacles and examples ynto 
the reſt, of the infinite power and iuſtice of God, his yn- 
ſufferable diſpleaſure, indignation and direfull reuenging 
wrath, In this number was, for ſome time, Nobuchodonoſor, 
and Pharaoh King of «/£gypt, and in later times /ulian the A- 
poſtata, and others the like. Many other as high Blaſphe- 
mers, and deſpiſers of God, notwithſtanding haue been per- 
mitted to eſcape any ſuch miraculous puniſhments, or feare- 
full notorious expoſings vnto the worlds view. 
Rabſhakeh,railing on the liuing God,in the open view and 
hearing of the men of /ſrae/, and Olofernes denying the God 
of heauen, were not miraculouſly,or by any immediate hand 
of God ſmitten, but were ſuffered to grow on, vntill their 
harueſt of confuſion was ripe, That high degree of blaſphe- 
mic againſt the Sonne of the liuing God, hanging ypon the 
Crofle for the finnes of mankinde, committed by the cruell 
& hard-hearted Iewes,in ſcorning,ſcofhng, and ſpitefull de- 
rifon both of God in heauen, arh. 27.verſe 43. and alſo of 
the eternall Saujour of the world, deſcended from heauen, 
was not by God then extraordinarily reuenged ( as the in- 
comparable greatneſſe ofthe ſinne might ſeeme to _ ) 
but wasin Almightic God his iuſt iudgement, ſuffered, vn- 
tillin the due time, their owneexecrations, and curſings of 
themſelues, and their poſterity, thereby to. haſten and pur- 
chaſe the effuſion of that holy innocent bloud, did fall vpon 
them ſo heauily, that their whele Nation, People, and King- 
dome, became extirpate, vile, and _— for cuer vpon 
the face of the earth, It is recorded in the Rexelation, chap,x 3, 
werſe 5,6,7. concerning the Beaſt, that he opened his mouth 
ynto blaſphemy againſt God, his Tabernacle,and the Saints; 
that 
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that he ſpake great mighty blaſphemies, yer power was gi- 
uen vnato him to continue, and preuaile therein many yeares, 
and a large ſpace of time, | 

By theſe few examples it is euident, that neither the height, 
the nature, the quantitie, nor the qualitie of the moſt abomi- 
nable, or prouoking finne, moft odious vnto God and men, 
doth vſually, or alwaies draw downe from heauen vpon it 
ſelfe a miraculous immediate hand of Gods wrath. We may 
eaſily inſtance the like,concerning the finne of Witch-cratr, 
which is our particular ſubiect, 

Although by the hand of his holy ſeruant Saint Par/, Al- 
mighty God did miraculouſly ſmite the Sorcerer El/ymas,and 
as writers report, Simon Magus, by the = of St, Peter,mul- 
tirude df ſocieties of other Sorcerers, ;South-ſayers among 
the Caldeans,cſcaped not onely the hands of Nabachodonoſor, 
in his wrath; bur as it ſeemeth in the prophecie of Daxrel, 
they liued many yeares in high efteeme, fame, and renowne, 
both in their owne Nation, andalto in forreine Countreys, 
yea through the world, There is no doubr, that «Egypt like- 
wile did abound with ſwarmes of Soicerers, as the holy 
Scripture, and all times and writers report, Among the peo- 
ple of God alſo,the Iſraelites, it is manifeſt that diuers Sorce- 
rers and Witches did ſhrowd themſclues,and lied with im- 
punity,as appeareth by the Witch of Exdor,which king Savls 


 ſeuenttie, in their generall extirpation thorow the whole 


kingdom, had notwithſtanding paſled by,and leſt vneſpicd, 
as allo by that ſpeciall note and commendations, from Gods 
owne mouth and word of oſha, that is, that hee had taken 
away from amiddeſt his people, all the Enchanters & Serce- 
rers: by whichitis likely and cannot be denicd, that through 
the lenitie or careleſneſſe of former Princes , they formerly 
had long ſecurely there breathed, That Ged doth not vſe by 
myracles to dete&all, or moſt Enchanters, Magtcians, or 
Witches,is farther made yndoubted; becauſeit ould fol- 


low then and thence neceſſarily,that he hath both in the firſt 


ages of the world, ordained Jawes, and orCinary legall cour- 
ſes 
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120 The Tryallsf witch-craft, 
ſes of proceeding againſt them in yaine ; as alſo for that hee 
doth, in the holy records of his ſacred word, make knowne 
his Decree, that they ſhalbe permitted toliue and continue | 
ypon the face of the earth _—y other , and as other ynre- : 
pentant ſinners, yntill his ſecond comming, and thelaſt day | 
of eternall doome, Rewelat.chap. 22. verſ. 15. without ſhalbe 
Enchanters, It his Juſtice x ſeuere iudgement ſhould by 
his miraculous power make ſo narrow ſearch amongft them, | 
as ordinarily to root them out,it were impoſſible any one of 
them ſhould eſcape his all-ſceing reuengefull hand , to ſur- 
uive vnto his generall decreed day of ſentence,and dreadfull 
doome, of all kinde of finnes and finners, which both in 
iuſtice vato ſome, and- mercy vnto other ſome, his infinite 
oodnes and wifedome hath decreed, ſhall not be fruſtrate, 
Although therefore Almighty God doth ſometimes ſtretch 
forth his mighty hand miraculouſly to ſmite, orbring into 
light ſome horrid finnes and ſinners, his extraordinarie 
power therein ſometimes onely extended,at his owne good 
wiil &pleaſure,doth not iuſtifie the preſumptuuos expeCtati- 
on of the diſpenſation thereof in any particular, God who is 
the God of order,and not of confuſion, doth not ordinarily 
diſpenſe his extraordinary workes, nor viually confound in. 
differently, ſo different natures in. their end and yſe, and his 
own decree .Nature it ſ{elfe doth alſo teach an impofſibilitie 
” that which is extraordinary,to becom or be expected ordin= 
rie, In that way which is ordinarie, the induftruous, the dili- | 
gent, the prouident man therefore doth with careful! perſe- . 
uerance vprightly walke, The ilothfull, onely the intem- 
perate, the improuident man,either by folly or ignorance lo- 
ſeth, or by idle ſloth forgetteth , or omitteth, his ordinarie 
way or opportunitie, and ridiculouſly hopeth or truſteth vn- 
ro the redemption thereof, by extraordinarie contingents or 
cuents, 
Thus it hath appeared, that in regard-of any more ſpeciall 
. or extraordinaric glorification of God , in the deteQion of 
Witches, rather thea of other as great and as abominabte . 
fine 
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ſinners, there is no needfull or neceſſar y vic of myracies, 

The focond conſideration was, whether they are not ra- 
ther ofthe Diuell, then of God ; as allo, how they may bec 
any iuſt conuictions of the ſuppoſed or ſuſpected ouilty. 

Wee will firſt herein examine the touch of the ſuppoſed 
Witch,immediatly commanding the ceſſation of the tuppo- 
{cd fits of the bewitched, That this is a falſe or Diabolicall 
myracle andnot of God, may bc wultly doubted, 

Firſt, becaute rhe noly and blefled power of working My - 

racles (among whicn, tae healing the Sicke or the polleſſed 
was not thelealt) was neuer of God diſpenſed, to haunt or 
follow the touch of wicked men,or Sorcerers or Witches. 

Secondly, for that the true myracles of God (which were 
eucr diſpented, cither for the common good of his Church,or 
the declaration of his glorious truth, or for the extraordina- 
ric puniſhment and, deſtruction of euill men) did neuer ob- 
ſcurely, or indirectly, proue themſclues or their ends, but in 
their manifc(tation were inabled to oucr-ſhine cleercly, all 
the fogges and milts of doubt or queſtion, 

The contrary hereunto4n this our ſuſpected myracle 1s ma- 
nifeſt, wherein is ridiculouſly imagined, that the bleſſed gift 
and yertue of healing the ficke, deſcended from God aboue, 
may be reputed in the hands of a Witch : a ſigne or ceftimo- 
nie of his or hcr guile and impiety, which ever hath been,and 
1sin it ſelfe a ſpeciall gracc and fauour of God, and was cuer 
vied rather as a confirmation of the truth of Gods Minilters 
and ſeruants, Let vs now cohider how this miraculous touch 
and the efhicacie thereof, may bee any iuſt conuiction of a 
witch, No man can Joube that the yertue wherewith this 
touch was indued, was (upernaturall, If it bec ſupernatural], 
how can man, vnto whom nothing {im ly is poſſible, that 18 
not naturall,be juſtly reputed any Agent therein? If he 
cannot bee eſteemed in himlelfe any poſſible or true Agent, 
then it remaineth, that he can onely be intereſled thercin, as 
an acceſlary in conſent ; as a Solicitor or Cernant VnNto 2 "Al 
periour power. It that ſuperiour power(as is before proucd in 


the falichood of his myraclc) be the Diue], the Icalt realona- 
R_ |. ble 
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ble doubt remaining whether the Diuecl alone, or with the 
conſent or contract of the ſuſpected perſon hath produced 
that wonderfull effect : with what Religion or reaſon can a- 
ny man rather encline to credit the Diuels information in the 
mouth of the bewitched ( who is the common accuſer of 
God to men, andoft mento God) then in requiſite pittie, 
pictie and humane reſpect vnro his owne kinde to tender the 
weakenes of fraile man,again(t the ſubtilty of the deccirfull 
Diuel. Shallman with man find lefle fauour, then the Di- 
uell with man againſt man ? That the Devill is able by the 
permiſſion of God, to annex or hang this myracle vpon this 
or that particular, is manite*,by the poſſeſſed in the Goſpel; 
vpon whom and their naturall actions and morions , he caſt 
ſupernaturall conſequences or concomitances, Was not 
their ſpeech attenged with ſupernaturall reuclation, their 
hands with ſupernaturall force, to rend and teare in pieces 
Iron chaines and bonds 2 If the Diuell be able to transfuſe, 
or caſt theſe miraculous concomitances or conſequences a- 
lone, and without allowance of any man or perſon where 
God doth permit ; how is it in any equity or reaſon iuſt, that 
cheſe impoſitions of the Dinell ſhould be imputed ynto any 
man ? God forbid, that the Diuels fignes & wonders,nay his 
truths ſhould become any legall allegations or euidences in 
lawe, We may thetefore conclude it vniuſt, that the forena- 
med miraculous effect by the Diueil wrought & imputed by 
the bewitched, ſhould be eſteemed a fone or infallible mark 
againſt any man, as therfore conuinced a Witch, for rhat the 
Diuel and the bewitched haue ſo deciphered him. Theſe like 
miraculous ftratagems may be exerciſed ypon any man, or 
vnto any mans actions may be deceitfully or fraudulently by 
the Diuell conioined or apted, This:therefore' doth not in- 
fer any mans guilt therein, Tt ought be a mans owne proper 
contract therein with the Diuel, neceſſarily and direRly pro- 
ucd , that ſhall iuſtly condemne him, This contra& may bee 
and is plainly derected, by ſifting and conſidering, that mans 
yoluntarily afſiſting or promoring, promiſing, or vnderta- 
king ſuch fupernatural works, with anſwerable performance 

"723 thereof, 
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thereof , fas hath been ſaid, concerning the miraculous con- 


ſequence of the touch of a ſuſpected Witch; ſo may be de- | 


termined concraing the ſupernaturall reuelations 1+ a 
markes or 1gncs in her body, according vnto the prediction 
of the bewirched,as alſo of the diſcoucry of the preſent acti- 
ons.geltures, and ſpeeches of ſuppoſed witches in farre di- 
ſtanc places. Diuers examples I my ſelfe haue {eene in theſe 
kinds: I muſt neceſlarily acknowledge a more then naturall 
power therein , becauſe farre beyond the nature, reaſon, or 
power of man. But there is notwithſtanding ſufhcient mat- 
tcr of doubt , whether ſuch reuelations, ſecrer fignes, and 
marks, though found in the named perſons or parts true, as 
allo the right pourtraitures and ſhapes of the ſuppofed or ac- 
cuſed Witches, though neuer of the bewitched before ſeene, 
and yet by the bewitched truly deſcribed; there is,I ſay,not- 
withſtanding, ſufhcient matter of doubt, whether they are 
not very inſufficient to charge or accuſe any particular thus 
pointed out or marked, The Lawe and exprefſe commande- 
ment of God doth allow of no reuelation from any other 
Spirit,but from himſelf, 7ſa.8,19, Whether theſe revelations 
are immediately of God, if their due examination by the rule 


_— 


_— 


of his Woxfl do not clearely determine , raſh or haſty per- + xgrzx . a- 
turbation or paſſion ought not preſume it. The laws of men y agt1a a- 
alſo admit no {upernatural illuminations or reuelations,as a= xora. 

ny grounds of juſt tryals or deciſions of right or truth, It Quicquid nen 
followerh therefore neceſſarily, that they are voyde, and congruir cum. 
ought to be of no force or credit in ypright iudgement with v GT: 


iuft and rightcous men. It may bee obieted, that truth is 
found in theſe reuelations,and truth ought bee of regard. It 
may hereto againe bee replied, that although truth in it ſ(elfe 
be great, and ought and will preuaile; yet in the abuſe, euill 
vſe,or corrupted, or depraued end thereof, 1t ought not de- 
ceiue noris of force, The Diuell, as all other cunning lyers 
and deceiuers and imitators of rhat his art. vſually mixc 
truths with lyes, that thoſe truths giving credit vnto lyes, 
men may belceue both and ſo bee deceiued, Jr was cuer the 


onely ſafe Way of lying. to face & guard it with {ome plau- 
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ble truths, In the former reuclations therefore, repreſenta- | 
tions & true deſcriptions in the bewitched, of perſons of {e- ; 
erct markes and hgnes, of ſpeeches,geſtures, and the like,al- 
though the Diuel be foiid true, or ſpeaking truth, yet may he 
notwithſtanding haply be therein alſoalyer, while truly de- 
{cribing their perſons, ſhapes,marxs,manners and gcſtures, 
ſpeeches & the like, he falſely and lyingly addeth thereby a 
lceming or deccining neceſhity of their guilt, as if therein or | 
thercby neceſlatily inferred. Wee may boldly yet further af- 
firm, that ifit were poſſible for the Djucl to ſpeak the truth, 
truly, wholty, vopartially {oas it might 2ppeare plaine,eu- 
dent,manifeR, yet ought wee not from him belceue it or re- 
ceine it, This is in our bleſſed Sauior made vndoubted, who 
in the Goſpel oft rebuked him cuen ſpeaking truth,as alſo in 
S.Paul rebuking the Pythoniſle, truly affirming, & acknow- 
ledping hiHi the ſeruant & Miniſter ofGod. If the diuel then 
{peaking truth, may not be allowed or credited;how ſhal rc- 
uelations,miracles or oracles procecding fro him, be they ne- 
ucrſo true, orapproued with any ſhew of true Religion or 
reaſon, become any iuſt probations or allegations in lawe,e- 
quity or whice? It may bee objected, that many times men 
haue din by dreams. & vitions admoniſhed of tecret and con- 
cealed hideons murders, & other cuil tacts comitted priuily, 
whereby the Malcfactors and their guilt haue bin admirably 
produced vnto due puniſhment, This truth is euen by Hea- 
then Authors witneſſed, & in our time the like hath hapned, | 
1th and is reſtificd by witnefles, whoſe faith & credit is free from 
| | al exception. Although this be true & cannot be denied, fom 
reaſ>ns notwithſtanding do perſwade thar it is more ſafe to 
incline,to ſuſpect that theſe like viſhons or dreams are rather 
of the Diuell, then raſhly ro determine or decrce that the 
are immediately of God, Firſt, for that though haply they 
might be ſometimes fo granted, yet ought we not too ſwift- 
ly or ſodaivly ſo belecuc, for that by the liuely counterfait of 
the true viſions, dreams and reuelations of God, the Diucll 
hath cuer vſually practiſed to be taken and eſteemed as God: 
the allowance whereof by men is high blaſphemy again 
| God, 
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God, and jgnorant and occult adoration of Diuels, 
Second] y,for that no viſions,dreames, or reuelations, ought 
to be cſtcemed of God ,orivinally or immediately, winch do 
_— or an{were curiolitic of knowledge or delire, as molt 
of the forementioned kindes viually are wont, Thirdly, for 
that the viſions of God as they are euer bent into an extiraor- 
dinary divine end,and an y niucrial good,ſo arc they euer dil- 
pen! 'ed by the miniſtery of mcn "who have manifeſt commil- 
ſion, or warrant from God, cirties mediate, or immediate, 
The mediate is proucd by the manifeſtation of the meanes : 
the immediatc,by the cuident rcilexion of a manifeſt dinini- 
ty,1n the power and authority thereof, For as it is ſaid of the 
WW ed of God, Heb.4.verſe 12.10 mult it neccf}arily be con- 
cliiced of all the true myracles, vi [10ns,or revel: 4{1ons of God, 
that they are Iely ,and mighty 1 in operation. 

This 1s ſecne in the miracles w rought by AM:{es,which the 
Sorcerets themiclues could notdeny to be rhe finger of God, 
Gen. 8. verſe 19. This is likewiſe ſeene in Simon Magns who 
could not but acknowledge the miraculous power of abs bo- 
Iy Ghoſt, 'by the laying on of the Apoſtles hands, fo far forth 
that in the contideration of his owne guilt, & af: conuincing 

ower or deivc therein, he defired them co pray for hini. 

The ſame is alio vienefled] in the ſeruants of the high Prieſts 
who beivg ſent with wicked malice, and curſed preiudice to 
intrap and betray our Sautour, were by the miraculous power 
of his word and works compelled to proclaime and confeſſe; 
No man ener ſpake like this man, Allthele notes or markes, 
of the true viſions, dreames, or revelations of God, are euer 
generally,or for the molt part wanting ia the forementioned 
kindes, which being! neuer free from ſome ſuſpitious note of 
oodly jealouſie, therfore ought not but with ach doubt and 
difficultic be ar any time admitted, Tt may bee as yet further 
obicated. How can it orherw te bee deemed, then that God 
himſelfe is the Author of the former reuelations, ſince they 
tend ynto his glory inthe detecting and puniſhing of ſo hi- 


 deous finnes? It is hereto anſixered, that Almighty God is 


able tovſc and command euill ;infirumenits vnto good ends, 
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He hath ordained the Diuell himſelfe ro be the common ac- 


cuſer of all ſinnes and finners, It is therefore no inconueni--- 


ence nor repugnant ynto religion or reaſon,to affirme,that” 
the Diuel hiniſclfe,in the fore-mentioned viſions or dreames, 
by the commandement or permiſſion of God,is the producer 
of the fore-mentioned murders,cuil fats,vntolight & iudge- 
ment, God for his owne glory permitteth the Dinel by theſe 
his wonderfull reuelations, to dete& the named finnes and 
ſinners. The Diuell alſo for his owne end, and defire of their 
deſtruction, doth execute the. Decree of God for their iuſt . 
puniſhment, 

Bur here may be obieted againe,that the Diuell in his re- 
uelations (as is betore mentioned) is not to bee belceued or 
creGited, although he ſpake truth, How then may men be al- 
lowed, to admit or make vie of theſe his viſions or dreames 
in this kinde, 

It is herero replyed, Almightie God himſelfe doth both 
permit and heare the Diuell when hee accuſeth;,as is manifeſt 
by holy Scriptures, Therefore among men, and by men alſo, 
his accuſations may be heard and conſidered, Norwithflan- 
ding, fince hee is oft a falſe Acculer, and the enemy of God 
and truth, he may not de credited in himlielfe, no nor truth 1t 
ſelfe ſimply as 1n his mouth, Vpon his accuſation therefore, 
if truth and certainty doe declare it ſelfe, the force and ver- 
rue thereof, and not the accuſation doth conduct vpright 
men and mindes, vnto proceeding and iudgement; it is not 
the Duels accuſation, but the truth ir ſelfe,vnto which haply 
that accuſation did poiat inquiſition, that by it ſelfe made 
manifeſt, is therefore credited, 

And thus with breuity hath the vanity borh of all ſuperſii. 
tions, and alſo of all miraculous wayes of the detection of 
Witches and Witch-craft, been in ſome few of their particu- 
lars generally ypmasked, There are, and may be many more 
beſides thele, which in theſe,and with thele will likewiſe pe- 
riſh and vaniſh, being by the fame rule and reaſon compelled 
ynto the golden tryall of ſincere religion and affeion. 

The lſole,tiue and warranted way, wherein vprightly men 

may 
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may walke herein before God and men, hath beene in this 
Treatiſe formerly diſquired and diſcourſed, Therein (intelli- 
gent Reader) rhou maiſt obſerue rwo forts of manifeſt Wit- 
ches : The one is oftered vnto the outward ſenſe, in his appa- 


rent and palpable Sorcerous workes: The other is made eui- 


dent by plaine demonſtration out of the ſacred word of truth, 
It hath euer preuailedwith vulgar cuſtome(becauſe moſt ſen - 
ſible of the moſt groſle harmes more open to ſenſe) to caſt 
chiefecly,or for the moſt part, the eye and common iealouſic 
vpon the firſt kinde, The other kinde (becauſe Vſually left no- 
ted of ſenſe, and therefore eſteemed leaſt harmefull ro men) 
is both in the iuſt protraction or production thereof vnto the 
barre of Iuſtice much more rare and ſ{eldome,& alſo in com- 
mon and vulgar obſcruation is little or not atall confidered, 

Hence it proceedeth,that moſt men do doubrfully reſolue 
thereof; Yea, ſome men admire a worth therein, others e- 
ſteeme ir of reaſonable and commendable vfc,vnto the ſatis- 
faction of their curioſities, in things lecret and hidden from 
the knowledge of man, 

But ſince Almighty God hath more ſpecially ( as is in the 
former Treariſe proved )both giuen molt certaine and plaine 
indication, and information of this kinde, by the expreſſed 
fruits thereof, and the neceſlary inference of familiarity and 
conſultation with other Spirits then himſelfe , [ſazah 8, verſe 
19.and hath alſo ſo oft in ſo divers places iterated the great 
abomination,and his high deteſtation thereof it is nor onely 
the ſauing duety of all private men to take more diligent and 
waric notice thereof,thereby to eſchew and flye from it, ac- 
cording ynto Gods expreſle charge and command ; bur it is 
the charge of Princes & Magiſtrates alſo,to fulfill therby the 
commanded execution of Gods holy wrath and venggance 


vpon it;for which pleafing ſeruice and ſacrifice vnto him, Al- 


mighty God hath vypon the cuerlaſting records of his holy 
word fixed for cuer the ſo memorable praiſe, & comendation 
of thoſe famous Princes, who haue dedicated themſelues vn- 
to his will therein. As it hath been declared by what meanes 


Witches and Sorcerers,in two kindes ſ{cuerally may be mani- 
teſtly 
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feltly charged, challenged, and proued as certaine and vn- 
doubted Offendors: 1o alſo how farre preſumption, proba- 
bilities, or matter of iuft ſuſpition in both may blame- 
leſly euide,and conduct vpright and cquallinquifition, hath 
been brietely inſtanced. From all which it is evident - firſt, 
that God in nature hath not ſhut vp in this ſubie&t,the com- 
mon entrance and doore of judging, trying or deciding as e- 
qually,as in other cales : ſecondly, thar beſide and beyond 
that way, which God hath lefr open vnto lenſible and reaſo- 
nable progtcſſe,. herein it muſt neceſlarily bee prepoſterous 
preſumption to breake out,or ouer-reach, as a!{o in fteade of 
that plaine approucd and authentike walke for the tryalls ot 


truth ; the ind gement & condemnation of others, and the c- 
ſtabliſhment of mens owne thoughts, and mindes, to feeke 
irrclio10us footing, in the Labyrizth of amazing wonder- i 


ments,and reaſonlefle traditions and experiments. To walke 
1n theſe wayes,is no better then to runne away from God,in 
whem to truſt,though with ſome reſtraint, and coertign of 
our longing vaine defires, and (atisfactions, is truly far more 
happy then out of the conduGt of his allowance, therein to 
inioy the fulleſt meaſure or oucrflow of all the moſt obſ{equi- , 
ous influcncies of humane bliſle, Tf true rehgion and pictic 
could fertle this conſideration, the common folly of miſgo. 
ucrned,petulant,inordinate,and intemperate expatiations jn 
this kinde, would not only in priuate men more viſually bluſh 
and be aſhamed, but a more cuen,ſtraight,and vninterrupted 
wey,bcing prepared therby vnto iuſtice, would vſually bring 
forth a much more happy iflue, then now is ordinary, Thus 
farre the loue of truth, which I haue cuer carefully ſought and 
ſtudied, hath offered violence vnto my priuate thoughts and 
meditations,expoling the vato the hazard of publike view, 
As my labour is not loſt vnto my ſelte, and ray owne more 

confirmed fatisfa6tion thereby:{o if there be therin any g00d 
ynto the common gocd, I know, good men will nor for the 
chorne,refuſcthe fruit,for defect of elegance inſtile,or obſcu- 
zity ot worth in tie Author, quarrell with the matter it ſelfe, 


FINTS. 


Errata, 


Age 4. Line 4. leaue out. thed 5t ſelfe to make it manifeſt, Page 4. line 10. leaue 
out but, Page 6. line 4, reade cum ratione, Ibid line 8, reade Iſagoy Paye 13. 
line 14. Lo diflen/ion. Ibid line 31. reade diſtenſion, Page 14. line 8. leiue 
outthis point ; Page 16, line 3. leaue out who. Page 17. line 12. reade Schillinexs, 
Ibid, line 25. reade bring feareful. Page 19. line x1. reade our particular. Page 22. 
line 5. reade as «ll things. Page 34. line 14. leaue out this point? Page 3g. line 2, 
reade Inquiſitowrs, Ibid. line 10.reade in an ynwſuall. Ibid. line 29 reade in the page 
43. in the Marginall note, reade ſenſibs. Page 43. line 19. reade abjet?, Page 47.n 
the Marginall note, reade them aud within. Page 58. line 14. reade a truth. Page 62, 
line 20, reade have before. Page 64. line 14. reade ſome men, Page 66. line 2g. reade 
53. Page 67. Marginall note, reade in 7 ann#. Page 73.line 10, reade tongues thirff, 
Pape 75. line 18. reade effefed. Page 76. line 3. reade theſe caſes, Page 8g. line 7, 
reade nature. Page 87. line 29 reade abominable, fir, Page gz. line 8, reade Keve 
cuANopuar;Tiia Page 95. line 1. reade wherein fer our, Page 97. line 28. reade at page 
102, line g. reade no. Ibid. line 3 reade yer, Page 103. line 18, reade J/rduwia, 
Page 10g. Marginall note, reade quemadmoaum, Page 116. line 11, reade 4616. Ibid. 
line 27. reade nd to ve. Page 119 line14. reade and ſorties, Page 120, line 25, 
reade in that which, Page 121, line 32. reade propre Ibid. line 35. reade Tenawnt. 
Page 123. inc 1,rcade thereof, As. Page 126. line 29, reade ſuperſtitious, 
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